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POET  ON  THE 
YONGE  ST  STRIP 

Stanzas  on  the  corner: 
Toronto's  main  street  meets  a 
different  breed  of  hustler. 
Page  27 


GEORGE  HISLOP: 
OFF  AND  RUNNING 
TO  CITY  HALL 

The  media  raise  the  spectre 
of  San  Francisco  as  Toronto's 
mayor  backs  "the  candidate 
who  is  gay"  for  a  seat  on  City 
Council.  Page  9 


BOTTOMS  UP! 

Michael  Riordon  rediscovers 
his  rear  on  The  Back  Page 


Casing  Havelock  Ellis... 
Calling  up  Walt  Whitman... 
and  challenging  gay  male 
feminism 


Mothers  &  Amazons 


WE  DONT  EXPECT  YOU 

TO  SUPPORT  GEORGE  HISLOP 

JUST  BECAUSE  HE'S  GAY. 


For  many  years,  George  Hislop  has  been  a  leading  spokesperson 
for  Toronto's  gay  community. 

But  he  has  also  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight  for  equal 
rights  for  women,  Blacks,  East  Asians  and  other  minorities.  And 
he's  running  for  Alderman  in  Ward  Six  on  a  progressive  platform 
which  speaks  to  the  issues  that  are  important  to  downtown  voters 
—  preservation  of  neighbourhoods,  expanded  daycare  and  social 
services,  protection  of  the  Island  homes,  better  and  cheaper  public 
transportation,  decentralization  of  services  and  public  facilities, 


George  Hislop  intends  to  represent  all  of  the  communities  in  the 
downtown  core.  He  wants  to  keep  Toronto  a  city  that  works. 

If  he  didn't,  we  wouldn't  recommend  him  as  a  candidate. 

Send  your  financial  contribution  to:  The  Association  of  Gay 
Electors  (AGE),  29  Granby  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1H8. 
Mark  your  donation:  "For  the  Hislop  Campaign." 

For  more  information  on  the  campaign,  contact:  The  Hislop 
Campaign,  66  Isabella  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  1N3,  or  call 
us  at  968-1490. 


better  health  care  and  affordable  housing. 

On  November  10,  help  elect  George  Hislop  Alderman  inWard  Six. 


2/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


OCTOBER  1980 


K]R  tWUBERAnON 


'The  liberation  ol  homosexuals 
can  only  be  the  work  of 

homosexuals  themselves." 
—  Kurt  Hiller,  1921  — 
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Two  bits  worth  of  bad  news 


Not  all  bad  news  is  about  well-financed 
fundamentalists,  job  discrimination  and 
violence.  Some  of  the  bad  news  is  about 
small  things,  tolerable  things. 

Take  the  price  structure  of  The  Body 
Politic.  It's  two  years  old  now  and  has 
to  be  replaced.  Because,  although  it 
hasn't  grown  during  the  last  two  years. 
The  Body  Politic  has  and  so  have  our 
expenses. 

Example:  After  three  years  in  our 
ever  more  cramped  offices,  we  had  to 
overflow  into  an  adjacent  space, 
doubling  our  rent. 

Example:  Printing  costs,  basically  the 


cost  of  paper,  ink  and  photographic 
work,  have  risen  uncounted  times  since 
the  end  of  1978. 

Example:  We  had  to  replace  an  inade- 
quate telephone  system  which  was  cut- 
ting down  our  flow  of  information  and 
impeding  our  operation.  The  new  mon- 
thly bill  is  more  than  double  the  old 
one. 

Example:  Canada  Post  is  content 
plating  a  very  happy  New  Vc.it.  but  only 
for  itself.  An  across-the  board  increase, 
including  first-  and  second-class 
periodical  mailing  tales,  m.i\  top50°o. 

Despite  all  tins,  thete's  DO  cause  lot 


alarm.  With  the  planned  increases  in 
our  own  prices,  we  expect  to  go  on 
breaking  even.  We  think  that's  the  only 
responsible  financial  policy  for  a  non- 
profit organization. 

So,  the  next  time  you  pick  up  a  copy 
of  The  Bodv  Politic  at  your  newsstand, 
we'll  be  asking  for  just  a  quarter  (25«) 
more  than  you  now  pay.  New  rates  for 
first-  and  second-class  subscriptions  will 
reflect  a  proportionate  increase. 

For  that  extra  bit  you  gel  a  news 
BOUrce  backed  up  In  An  ottice.  Staff  and 
communications  system  adequate  to 
yOUI  needs,  with  the  same  Inch  Stan- 
dards  ol  production  and  design, 

So  that's  out  bad  news    Don't  you 
wish  all  the  bad  news  were  that  bad' 
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9680016  BOOK    NOW  !  9680016 

546  Parliament  Street.  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  M4X  1P6* 
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Toronto's  first  Gay  Community  Choir  is  starting  rehearsals 
in  October,  and  we  want  everybody  to  sing.  Women  and  men, 
regardless  of  experience.  From  basso  "can  beltos"  to 
soaring  sopranos.  And  anything  in  between. 

Interested  in  joining? 

Give  us  a  call  at  929-9251,  967-0272, 
or  465-3856,  before  11pm. 
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A  new  voice  for  gay  Toronto. 


Opening  up  our  lives 


In  response  to  Ken  Popert's  column, 
"Friends  (not  lovers),"  in  the  August 
issue:  you  refer  to  a  dearth  of  defini- 
tions needed  to  pigeonhole  our  loves, 
our  commitments,  our  friends,  our  sex 
partners,  ourselves. 

After  a  decade  of  growth  and  trial 
with  roommates,  boyfriends  and  lovers, 
are  we  prepared  to  show  the  non-gay 
world  what  we  mean  to  each  other? 
Does  it  deserve  an  explanation,  and  will 
the  non-fascination  on  its  part  pull  us 
gay  people  down  from  our  pedestal? 

The  personal  certainly  is  the  political. 
I  look  around  me,  open  my  ears  and  lis- 
ten to  the  "healthier  society"  running 
me  down  because  of  our  promiscuity. 
What  does  one  do  in  such  a  situation? 
Does  one  ingratiate  oneself  into  het- 
erosexual favour  by  adopting  the  stan- 
dards of  the  non-gay  world,  looking 
upon  our  variety  as  our  embarrassment? 

Our  diversity  is  our  strength.  Even 
the  monogamous  members  of  our  com- 
munity should  help  non-gays  under- 
stand our  promiscuous  gay  brothers  and 
sisters. 

Yes,  Ken,  do  let's  define  our  person- 
alities. Do  let's  open  up  our  lives  to 
everyone  around  us.  It  will  more  impor- 
tantly help  us  realize  what  we're  head- 
ing for  when  we  take  the  road  in  search 
of  Mister  Right  for  the  umpteenth  time. 

George  Xuereb 
Vancouver 

The  calgm  programme 

Your  coverage  of  the  Calgary  meeting 
and  formation  of  the  Canadian  Associa- 
tion of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
(CALGM)  will  perhaps  leave  those  read- 
ers who  were  not  in  Calgary  and  who 
are  not  intimately  familiar  with  the 
Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coa- 
lition (CLGRC)  uncertain  about  the  total 
programme  and  structure  of  CALGM. 

The  entire  programme  of  the  CLGRC 
was  adopted  by  the  new  organization, 
except  for  those  sections  dealing  with 
age  of  consent  and  pornography.  Thus, 
CALGM  demands  and  will  work  for 
changes  in  laws  concerned  with  human 
rights,  sexual  offences,  child  custody, 
divorce  and  abortion.  Also,  an  impor- 
tant addition  was  made  to  the  pro- 
gramme. CALGM  will  work  to  eliminate 
immigration  and  travel  restrictions 
against  gay  people  in  other  countries. 

As  I  see  it,  there  is  a  consensus  among 
the  people  who  were  involved  in 
CALGM's  start  at  Calgary  to  treat  the 
age  of  consent  and  pornography  issues 
as  having  been  set  aside  until  they  can 
be  debated  fully  by  the  membership 
next  summer  at  the  first  general 
meeting. 

There  are  large  structural  differences 
between  the  CLGRC  and  CALGM.  The 
former  was  a  coalition;  the  latter  is  a 
membership  organization  with  an  execu- 
tive which  is  empowered  to  act  in  most 
matters  for  the  association.  (Reader's 
should  watch  TBP  for  a  chance  to  join 
CALGM  —  coming  soon.) 

One  of  the  saddest  bits  of  CLGRC 
history  was  its  repeated  failure  to 
achieve  a  voting  structure  which  would 
ensure  the  sharing  of  power  between 
women  and  men.  For  this  reason,  spe- 
cial attention  was  given  to  this  issue  in 


drafting  a  temporary  constitution  for 
CALGM.  Perhaps  putting  forward  the 
result  here  will  help  to  get  CALGM  off 
to  a  good  start  in  this  matter.  Separate 
men's  and  women's  votes  will  be  taken. 
For  a  motion  to  carry,  it  must  be  passed 
by  both.  Individual  members  have  one 
vote.  Member  organizations  have  two 
votes,  one  for  each  sex  if  they  have 
mixed  memberships.  If  the  ratio  of  one 
sex  to  another  present  at  a  meeting  ex- 
ceeds ten  to  one,  the  voting  will  revert 
to  simply  majority. 

Doug  Whitfield 
Edmonton 

Prisoners  of  a  stereotype 

Recently  I  ran  into  an  old  friend  of 
mine.  A  friend  that  I  hadn't  seen  for  a 
long  time.  The  last  time  that  I  saw  this 
friend,  he  was  in  drag.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  he  is  still  in  drag.  The  soft 
look  that  had  brought  him  so  much  at- 
tention had  been  replaced  by  what  I  call 
the  clone  look:  moustache,  plaid  shirt, 
logger's  boots,  and  ripped  blue  jeans.  I 
was  so  disgusted  that  I  felt  that  I  must 
try  to  voice  some  of  my  opinions,  and 
fast,  before  I  explode. 

Yes,  the  clone  look.  Not  only  is  it  im- 
possible to  tell  a  friend  about  the  lovely 
trick  that  you  met  last  night.  It  really  is 
a  waste  of  time.  A  waste  of  time  be- 
cause, in  describing  your  lovely  trick, 
you  will  be  describing  three  quarters  of 
the  gay  population. 

Our  culture,  as  I  see  it,  is  anything 
but  original.  We  have  opted  for  hetero- 
sexual looks  and  actions.  To  be  the 
slightest  bit  nelly  is  to  be  a  gay  leper.  We 
have  become  prisoners  of  a  stereotype: 
macho,  which  looks  absolutely  ridicu- 
lous on  most. 

"Do  you  have  to  be  so  obvious?" 
What  the  hell  does  that  mean?  Gay  men 
are  going  to  have  to  get  it  through  their 
frightened  little  heads  that  every  man, 
gay  or  straight,  possesses  feminine 
traits.  You'll  never  get  rid  of  them,  and 
no  matter  how  "butch"  some  of  these 
faggots  look,  they  still  haven't  gotten 
rid  of  the  femininity  in  them. 

What  is  this  nausea  we  all  feel  when 
we  find  ourselves  in  bed  with  someone 
who  turns  out  to  be  a  drag  queen,  or  is 
nelly?  The  usual  reply  is  "Well,  if  I  had 
wanted  a  woman  I  would  go  out  and  get 
one."  So,  you  have  to  be  macho.  That's 
why  the  clubs  are  filled  to  the  brim  with 
gays  holding  up  the  walls  hoping  some- 
one will  come  along  and  find  them  at- 
tractive. It'll  never  happen  on  a  long- 
term  basis  because  they  are  playing  a 
role,  not  being  themselves.  In  other 
words,  what  you  see  is  definitely  not 
what  you  get. 

My  God,  you  introduce  yourself  to 
someone  and  their  voice  goes  down  five 
octaves,  the  hands  on  the  hips,  the 
swagger  when  they  walk.  For  Jesus' 
sake,  you  would  think  you  were  up 
north  in  an  old  miners'  bar,  an  old  het- 
erosexual miners'  bar,  instead  of  a  gay 
big-city  disco. 

You  can  read  this  and  laugh,  but  ten 
to  one  whoever  is  reading  this  is  young- 
er than  me  and  you  shouldn't  laugh.  I 
have  been  gay  for  twenty-five  years. 
You  have  to  get  up  pretty  early  in  the 
morning  to  tell  me  something  about  gay 
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"Masculinity  is  not  the  answer,  femininity 

is  not  the  answer.  To  be  yourself  is  the  answer. 

This  is  also  the  hardest  thing  any 

human  being  must  face. " 


life  that  I  don't  know.  I  have  been  a 
drag  queen,  I  know  the  scorn  that  fol- 
lows —  "Yes,  we'll  say  hello  to  you  in  a 
club,  but  don't  say  hello  to  us  on  the 
street."  It  is  beside  the  point  that  it 
never  had  anything  to  do  with  me  at  all, 
but  rather  the  fact  that  "they"  were  in- 
secure, that  "they"  were  leading  double 
lives,  that  "they"  were  rejecting  a  fel- 
low gay  in  order  to  appear  straight. 

Recently  a  programme  on  American 
network  television  showed  the  entire 
viewing  population  what  gay  life  is  all 
about.  I  was  so  disgusted  I  nearly 
vomited.  They  showed  us  sneaking 
around  in  parks,  they  showed  us  as 
many  ugly  drag  queens  as  possible,  they 
showed  clubs  where  the  decadent  decor, 
not  to  mention  the  decadent  clientele, 
set  our  image  back  at  least  twenty-five 
years. 

A  fist  shoved  up  your  ass  to  the  elbow 
is  not  the  way  the  majority  of  us  gays 
like  to  have  sex.  To  have  your  nipples 
twisted  till  they  bleed  is  not  what  I 
would  term  enjoyable  sex.  No,  they  are 
not  enjoyable  but  they  are  becoming 
more  and  more  prevalent.  Why?  Well, 
the  answer  is  obvious.  Like  denying 
femininity,  they  too  are  denying  the  en- 
joyable ways  to  have  sex.  They  have  to 
prove  their  masculinity  all  the  time  and 
the  rougher  the  sex  and  the  more  shrieks 
and  voices  you  can  make  the  more  they 
love  it. 

I  would  die  for  my  belief  that  being 
homosexual  is  natural.  I  would  not  die 
for  what  is  happening  to  our  culture. 

There  is  no  bitterness  here  because  I 
can't  pick  up  a  trick.  I  have  always  done 
quite  well,  thank  you,  and  hopefully 
will  continue  to  do  so.  I've  had  two 
marvelous  lovers  (some  sick  queen  will 
say,  "Is  that  all?")  and  I  mean  real 
lovers.  One  was  killed  after  eight  years 
and  the  other  is  still  with  me  after  nine 


years.  The  reason  for  this  is  because  we 
do  not  have  to  play  any  roles  of  any 
sort.  We  are  what  we  are. 

My  reputation  speaks  for  itself.  I  am 
fortunate.  I  have  really  enjoyed  gay  life, 
I  am  not  frustrated  like  most  of  these 
sloppy-looking  clones  I  meet.  I  am  con- 
tent in  my  middle  years  and  looking  for- 
ward (without  face  or  body  lift)  to  my 
approaching  later  years. 

I  have  come  a  great  distance,  I  have 
seen  many  things.  I  do  not  like  what  I 
am  seeing  now. 

Masculinity  is  not  the  answer,  femin- 
inity is  not  the  answer.  To  be  yourself  is 
the  answer.  This  is  also  the  hardest 
thing  that  any  human  being  must  face. 
So,  in  the  meantime,  you  who  know 
me,  know  enough  that  if  you  are  going 
to  come  up  to  me  looking  like  a  clone, 
rest  assured  that  I  am  looking  at  you 
and  seeing  not  a  "dude,"  but  a  person 
who  is  lying  to  himself,  who  is  fright- 
ened, who  is  not  true. 

Thank  you  for  letting  me  get  some  of 
this  off  my  middle-aged  chest. 
Noel  Bah 
No  address  given 

Butch  and  active 

Many  straights  and,  unfortunately,  a 
considerable  proportion  of  gays  seem  to 
think  that  the  words  "butch"  and  "ac- 
tive" are  synonyms.  I  gained  this  im- 
pression from  a  perusal  of  some  of  the 
classified  ads  in  TBP. 

Lest  these  people  delude  themselves 
any  further,  may  I  explain?  While 
"butch"  often  refers  to  one's  ways  and 
appearance,  "active"  very  precisely  des- 
cribes one's  preferred  role  in  a  sexual  re- 
lationship. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  find  that  someone 
whose  looks  and  deportment  are  unde- 
niably butch  will  express  a  preference 


.and  in  the  US  today,  the  government  announced  a  massive  recall  of  the  1979  model 
Castro  Clone,  due  to  what  observers  termed  a  faulty  left  pectoral.'  The  recall  is  expected  to 
affects  hundreds  of  thousands  of  gay  men  in  the  US  Ottawa  oflicials  are  awaiting  further  word 
from  San  Francisco  before  considering  similar  action  here  " 
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This  year, 
we  need 
a  voice  in 
Ottawa* 


For  Human  Rights 

The  government  has  committed  itself  to  broadening  the 
prohibited  grounds  for  discrimination  in  the  Human  Rights  Act. 
The  Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission  has  recommended  the 
inclusion  of  "sexual  orientation"  and  the  Department  of  Justice 
has  supported  that  recommendation  in  its  report  to  the  Minister. 
That  recommendation  needs  our  support  on  Parliament  Hill. 


For  Criminal  Code  Reform 

"I  intend  to  table  bills  on  sex  crimes  within  the  near  future...  The 
new  bill  will  be  a  true  reflection  of  the  1980s."  (The  Honourable 
Jean  Chretien,  Minister  of  Justice  and  Attorney  General  of 
Canada,  appearing  before  the  House  of  Commons  Standing 
Committee  on  Justice  and  Legal  Affairs,  June  26, 1980.) 
Only  our  vocal  presence  on  Parliament  Hill  can  ensure  that  these 
Criminal  Code  amendments  truly  are  a  reflection  of  the  1980s. 

This  year,  we've  got  a  voice  in  Ottawa:  CALGM, 
The  Canadian  Association  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men, 
an  organization  dedicated  to  lobbying  for  you  at  the 
national  level. 


I  want  my  voice  heard  in  Ottawa! 


i 


□  Enrol  me  as  a  member  of 
CALGM  ($10) 

Z  I  wish  to  contribute  $ 


I  wish  to  pledge  $ per 

month  for months. 

I  wish  to  volunteer  my  time. 

□  I  am  not  able  to  contribute  finan- 
cially at  present,  but  you  can  put 
my  name  on  CALGM's  mailing  list. 

□  You  may  You  may  not 

use  my  name  with  my  member  of 
Parliament. 

Z  I  have  enclosed  a  cheque  or 
money  order. 

Name    . 


□  I  wish  to  charge  my  membership 
and  contribution  to  Visa  or  Master- 
charge.  My  charge  information  is 
given  below. 


Charge  my  membership  fee 
and/or  contribution  to: 
DVisa       G  Mastercharge 
Card  number 


Expiry  date_ 
Signature 


Address 
City    


Signature. 


.Postal  Code. 
.Phone   


CALGM 

Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  CALGM.  Mail  to:  The  Canadian 
Association  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  Box  3343,  Stn  D,  Ottawa,  ON  K1 P  6H8. 


"Any  law  that  uplifts  human  personality 
is  just.  Any  law  that  degrades  human 
personality  is  unjust. " 


for  assuming  a  passive  role  in  bed. 

The  use,  therefore,  of  both  words  to 
accurately  describe  the  sort  of  partner 
one  seeks  through  a  classified  ad  is  not 
at  all  tautological. 
Bryan  Parkhill 
Islington,  Ont 

Union  boosting 

After  reading  your  August  issue,  I  (and 
undoubtedly  countless  other  gays  in  this 
country)  would  like  to  express  my  praise 
and  admiration  for  the  Canadian  Union 
of  Postal  Workers  (CUPW),  the  workers 
at  International  Playing  Card  Co  Ltd  in 
Windsor,  the  Staff  Association  at 
Dalhousie  University  in  Halifax  and  the 
Ontario  Public  Service  Employees' 
Union,  local  578  for  having  included  the 
term  "sexual  orientation"  in  their  anti- 
discrimination clause. 

This  enlightened  and  perspicacious 
decision  of  these  unions  is  a  tremen- 
dously bold  step  forward  to  recognize 
and  declare  that  a  worker's  competence 
should  not  be  judged  according  to  his/ 
her  sexual  preference  and  that  one's 
rights  and  privileges  must  not  be  dimin- 
ished on  the  sole  basis  of  one's  homo- 
sexuality. 

As  I  wrote  down  these  appreciatory 
lines,  the  words  of  Martin  Luther  King 
still  preserved  their  universal  timeless 
truth:  "Any  law  that  uplifts  human  per- 
sonality is  just.  Any  law  that  degrades 
human  personality  is  unjust."  And  I 
hope  that  those  who  use  their  enormous 
institutional  power  and  prestige  to  de- 
fend their  "Great  White  Straight  Socie- 
ty" by  means  of  crusades  and  legal 
sanctions  shall  one  day  re-evaluate  their 
conscience  and  their  deeds  in  their  pur- 
suit of  justice  and  liberty. 
Fo  Niemi 
Gay  McGill 
Montreal 

Correction  requested 

I  am  told  that  TBP  is  generally  giving 
good  coverage  of  the  Montreal  gay 
scene  and  I  hope  it  will  continue  doing 
so. 

However  I  would  appreciate  it  if  you 
corrected  Stuart  Russell's  article  on  the 
celebration  at  Dominion  Square  on 
June  24  (TBP,  August). 

First,  I  was  not  an  organizer  at  that 
great  celebration.  Second,  I  was  not  in- 
terviewed by  TBP's  reporter  and  I  there- 
fore don't  know  who  is  the  author  of 
the  conclusion  to  that  article: 
"Above  all  it  (the  celebration)  was  a 
demonstration  of  the  interrelationship 
between  gay  liberation  and  Quebecois 
nationalism." 
Pierre  Boileau 
Montreal 

Bazaar  a  success 

Thank  you,  TBP,  for  donating  the  ad 
for  our  fund-raising  bazaar  on  August 
9.  We  were  very  glad  to  have  your  sup- 
port, and  to  find  out  through  the  bazaar 
how  much  good  will  there  is  in  the  com- 
munity for  the  Lesbian  Mothers' 
Defence  Fund. 

We  had  masses  of  things  donated  for 
the  sale,  from  tape  recorders  to  tobog- 


gans to  peach  pies  and  winter  coats. 
Brent  Hawkes  of  the  MCC  and  George 
Hislop  (future  alderman  for  Ward  6) 
opened  the  bazaar  with  unmatchable 
class,  and  Boo  Watson,  renowned 
singer-songwriter,  got  us  off  to  a  jazzy 
start. 

So  many  people  turned  out  for  the 
bazaar  that  we  made  $490  in  profits! 
More  than  twice  as  much  as  we'd  hoped 
for,  and  more  than  enough  to  publish 
the  next  issue  of  Grapevine]  Look  for  it 
in  your  local  women's  centre  or  gay 
bookstore. 

We  counted  on  everyone's  support, 
found  it,  and  had  a  wonderful  time  in 
the  bargain.  Thanks  a  lot. 
Francie  Wyland 

Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund 
Toronto 

Reforming  the  Code 

Note:  the  following  letter  was  originally 
addressed  to  Justice  Minister  Jean 
Chretien.  The  author  was  kind  enough 
to  send  a  copy  to  us  at  TBP,  and  we 
reprint  it  here  with  his  permission. 
Readers  interested  in  expressing  their 
views  to  the  Justice  Minister,  and  to 
their  own  member  of  Parliament,  on 
Criminal  Code  reform  (see  TBP  Aug- 
ust, page  9)  should  address  their  letters 
to  them  at  the  House  of  Commons, 
Ottawa,  Ontario  Kl A  0A6.  No  postage 
is  required. 

The  September  issue  of  The  Body 
Politic  informs  me  that  it  is  apparent 
that  the  government  does  not  intend  to 
repeal  Section  157  of  the  Criminal  Code 
dealing  with  gross  indecency.  This  ill- 
defined  law  has  repeatedly  been  used  in 
a  discriminatory  fashion  against  gay 
people.  It  makes  it  possible  for  police 
and  others  to  harass  and  threaten  all  gay 
people. 

I  strongly  urge  the  minister  to  pro- 
pose the  repeal  of  Section  157  of  the 
Criminal  Code. 

I  applaud  the  reported  intention  of 
removing  discriminatory  clauses  of  the 
Criminal  Code  in  the  matter  of  legal 
sexual  activity  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation,  and  the 
inclusion  of  a  laddering  system  whereby 
young  people  may  engage  in  sexual 
activity  within  their  own  age  group. 
People  from  infancy  to  old  age  do 
engage  in  healthy  sexuality  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  threaten  anyone  with  legal 
action  for  such  activity. 

Similar  to  these  unjust  laws  I  have 
referred  to  are  the  so-called  bawdy 
house  laws.  These  should  also  be 
rescinded.  They  are  used  to  satisfy  cer- 
tain needs  for  scapegoats  and  for  the 
self-aggrandizement  of  the  "righteous." 
Sexual  activity  between  mutually  accept- 
ing and  willing  people  involves  no  vic- 
tim. It  is  quite  Unjust  to  prosecute  or 
threaten  to  prosecute  such  people. 
Michael  J  Phelan 
Ottawa 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Address  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP, 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9.  Submissions  for  "Taking 
Issue ' '  should  be  marked  as  such,  and 
should  not  exceed  1,000  words. 
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byKenPopert 


Prisoners  of  starvation 


I  backed  out  of  the  conversation  when  it 
started  to  come  down  to  numbers. 

One  day  at  work,  a  married  man  and 
I  were  talking  about  the  ways  in  which 
we  wanted  sex  and  love  to  figure  in  our 
lives  and  to  what  extent  these  aspira- 
tions were  being  met.  As  you  can  imag- 
ine, the  exchange  demanded  cautious 
and  calculated  revelation  on  both  sides. 
Somewhere  along  the  line,  we  degener- 
ated into  a  discussion  of  mere  numbers. 
He  told  me  the  number  of  women  with 
whom  he  had  had  sex.  But,  although 
this  was  a  clear  signal  to  me  to  make  a 
similar  revelation,  1  hesitated  and  finally 
failed  to  deliver.  The  conversation 
evaporated. 

I  backed  away  partly  because  the 
tinge  of  sexual  boasting  was  making  me 
uncomfortable.  More  inhibiting  was  the 
fact  that  my  sexual  partners  had  been 
more  numerous  than  his.  It  seemed  to 
me  that,  if  I  were  to  reveal  the  extent  of 
the  difference  to  him,  he  would  proba- 
bly be  surprised,  possibly  shocked,  and 
rehearse  to  himself  certain  well-known 
bits  of  conventional  wisdom  about  gay 
men  which,  being  unspoken,  I  would  be 
unable  to  dispute. 

The  dictionary  meaning  of  "promis- 
cuous" runs  something  like  this:  "lack- 
ing discrimination  in  sexual  matters." 
That  seems  to  put  it  on  the  same  footing 
as  bad  table  manners,  a  mere  failure  of 
taste.  Yet  taste  is  not,  I  think,  what  is 
uppermost  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
accuse  gay  men  of  promiscuity. 

The  burden  of  the  charge  is  numbers. 
People  who  have  interred  their  sexuality 
in  the  sepulchre  of  lifelong  monoga- 
mous marriage  find  it  unbearable  to 
contemplate  the  pleasures  of  variety 
which,  they  imagine,  are  available  for 
the  delectation  of  the  less  convention- 
ally minded.  They  smother  their  doubts 
in  references  to  that  minutely  calculated 
obsession  which  they  characterize  as 
"love,"  and  console  themselves  with  the 
sanctimonious  but  irrelevant  thought 
that  sex  with  a  variety  of  partners  must 
lack  any  rewarding  emotional  engage- 
ment. In  a  word,  sleazy. 

Yet,  when  the  romantic  and  religious 
rhetoric  is  stripped  away,  what  aspect  of 
gay  male  life  is  as  sleazy  as  heterosexual 
marriage?  Think  about  it.  A  husband 
can  compel  his  wife  to  engage  in  what- 
ever sexual  act  he  desires,  whenever  he 
desires  it.  Acts  which  would  otherwise 
be  prosecutable  as  rape  and  indecent 
assault  are  immune  from  any  remedy  if 
they  occur  within  the  bonds  of  mar- 
riage. Consent  is  irrelevant.  Under  the 
law,  a  heterosexual  man  can  acquire  as 
a  sexual  servant  women  as  young  as  14 
years  of  age.  And  to  top  it  all  off,  des- 
pite the  limitless  licence  afforded  to 
heterosexual  men  by  marriage,  they 
consider  themselves  entitled  to  have 
other  women  from  time  to  time  outside 
their  marriage. 

What  gay  man  has  access  to  a  sexual 
partner  who,  by  law,  mus!  comply  with 
his  every  whim  for  the  rest  of  his  life? 
True,  some  of  us  —  who  knows  what 
fraction  of  the  total  they  constitute?  — 
have  adopted  the  rhetoric  of  matrimony 
ami  committed  ourselves  to  mock-mar- 
riages. But  even  (hose  gay  men  have  not 
adopted  to  practice  of  matrimony,  tor 


not  being  legally  married,  neither  part- 
ner has  the  right  to  use  the  other  as  a 
sex  toy. 

Legalized  rape  not  being  available  to 
gay  men,  we  have  to  make  do  with 
promiscuity.  And  "make  do"  is  just  the 
right  phrase,  for  in  our  lives  promiscu- 
ity, far  from  an  expression  of  licence,  is 
a  strategy  of  naked  need.  At  first,  this 
assertion  may  seem  silly,  for  it  flies  in 
the  face  of  a  view,  widespread  among 
gay  men  and  assiduously  propagated  by 
glossy  gay  consumer  magazines,  that 
our  sex  lives  are  a  manifestation  of 
liberated  sexuality,  that  we  enjoy 
dimensions  of  sexual  freedom  unknown 
to  straights.  I  know  that  I  have  often 
unreflectingly  expressed  the  thought 
that  gay  men  enjoy  a  certain  sexual 
advantage  over  straight  men  because 
gay  men  are  easier  than  straight  women. 

Yet  this  common  gay  male  view  of 
gay  male  sexuality  is,  I  think,  merely 
our  own  self-oppressive  version  of  the 
school  of  thought  which  condemns  us 
for  our  promiscuity.  These  two  points 
of  view  join  in  casting  up  an  image  in 
which  gay  male  sexuality  is  both  varied 
and  abundant.  They  differ  in  their 
evaluation  of  it. 

So  much  for  fantasy.  The  facts,  in  so 
far  as  they  have  been  reliably  ascer- 
tained, say  something  else.  In  a  rarely 
mentioned  section  of  the  Kinsey  study 
of  male  sexuality,  the  question  of  the 
relative  frequency  of  heterosexual  and 
homosexual  orgasm  in  US  males  is 
examined.  Now  Kinsey  is  hard  to  read 
and  even  harder  to  understand,  but  the 
following  undramatic  yet  pregnant 
excerpt  seems  clear  enough: 

"Calculating  only  for  the  males  who 
actually  have  homosexual  experience, 
there  are  never  more  than  5.2  per  cent 
that  have  frequencies  averaging  more 
than  6.0  per  week  during  their  active 
years...  considering  that  24  per  cent  of 
the  married  males  have  outlets  that 
average  more  than  6.0  per  week  in  their 
most  active  period,  it  is  apparent  that 
outlets  for  the  homosexual  are  definitely 
low."  In  less  clinical  words,  daily  sex  is 
a  reality  for  one  married  man  in  four, 
but  for  only  one  gay  man  in  20. 

Yes,  we  are  promiscuous  and  obsessed 
with  sex.  Obsessed  with  sex  as  the  hun- 
gry are  obsessed  with  food  and  the  poor 
with  money.  For  our  society  is  so  organ- 
ized as  to  make  sexual  deprivation  the 
common  lot  of  gay  men. 

If  any  charge  is  to  be  laid  against  us 
in  all  of  this,  it  is  surely  that  of  compli- 
city in  our  own  starvation,  when  we  in- 
dulge in  the  rhetorics  of  satiety  or  satis- 
faction. An  acquaintance  once  ex- 
plained to  me  that  he  rarely  went  out  to 
bars  to  look  for  sex  partners  because  he 
got  enough  sex  with  a  friend  or  two  he 
saw  occasionally.  I  shivered  inside  at  the 
thought  of  how  easily  we  accept  so 
little. 

It  is  curious  that  in  the  mountain  of 
propaganda  which  we  have  produced 
over  the  last  decade  for  gay  liberation, 
the  fact  that  gay  men  get  so  little  sexual 
gratification  is  hardly  ever  mentioned 
It's  almost  as  it  thai  deprivation  is 
something  we  would  rather  not 
acknowledge  or  talk  about. □ 
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A  Workshop 
for  Gay  Men 

A  day  of  self-awareness  and 
personal  growth  —  exercises  for 
relaxation,  energy  release  and 
exploring  feelings  —  movement, 
massage,  meditation. 

Led  by  Richard  Lacroix,  R.M.T. 
and  Ian  Lumsden,  Ph.D. 
Sunday,  October  26, 
Sunday,  November  30, 
10  a.m.  to  5 p.m. 
Pre-registration,  $20.00 
Call  967-9195  or  921-6947 


LIBRARIE 

L'ANDROGYNE 

BOOKSTORE 

Gay,  lesbian  and 
feminist  literature 
and  non-sexist  books 
for  children. 

En  frangaisaussi! 

1217  Crescent 
Montreal,  Quebec 
H3G2B1  '866-2131 

Send  for  a  free  flyer 


a  theatrical  fantasy  of 
love,  art  and  the  movies  in  the  50s 

body  politic  free  the  press  fund 

benefit  performance 

Sunday,  sept  28 
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featuring  poetry 
by  gay  author  frank  o'hara 

directed  by  sky  gilbert 


the  theatre  centre.  95  danforth  ave 

sept  25  to  oct  12.  thurs  to  sun  8  30 
admission  S4  /  461-1644 

a  buddies  in  bad  times  I  theatre  passe 
muraille  production 
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Editorial 


SPECIAL 

WEEKEND  GAY  PACKAGE 
TOURS  BEING  OFFERED  BY 

CHAT  TRAVEL  only 

CALL  868-1758 
LIMITED  SPACE  AVAILABLE. 

ALSO,  NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO  BOOK  YOUR  WINTER  TRIP. 

CALL  US.  WE'RE  FRIENDLY 
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Hallowe'en:  this  year  we  want  a  treat 


Imagine  the  following. 

Every  year  for  the  past  decade,  some  popular  event  has  been  held  in 
downtown  Toronto  —  let's  say  a  beauty  pageant.  It  attracts  a  lot  of  people, 
and  everyone  has  a  very  good  time.  It  is  practically  an  institution. 

Imagine  that  the  city's  gay  community  has  always  found  the  event  rather 
distasteful,  and  this  year  decides  to  flex  its  muscles.  Imagine  that  5,000  gay 
people  turn  up  outside  the  hotel  where  the  event  is  being  held.  Imagine  that 
the  crowd  begins  to  get  a  little  ugly.  Somebody  throws  an  egg.  Then 
another.  Soon  the  whole  front  of  the  hotel  is  a  slimy  mess  of  smashed  eggs 
and  crushed  fruit.  Late  arrivals  for  the  show  become  targets  and  most  of 
them  don't  make  it  inside  unscathed.  Then  the  chant  starts:  "Kill  the 
straights,  kill  the  straights,  kill  the  straights...." 

The  police  are  there,  of  course.  They  make  sure  vehicular  traffic  keeps 
moving.  They  arrest  one  of  the  gangs  of  gay  people  that  have  been  beating 
up  straight  couples  in  a  nearby  parking  lot.  Anyone  actually  caught  throw- 
ing something  is  arrested  and  detained  until  the  evening  winds  down.  No 
charges  are  pressed. 

We  do  about  a  thousand  dollars  damage  to  the  hotel,  twenty  or  thirty 
straights  get  handled  a  little  roughly  and  the  police  arrest  a  handful  of  us, 
but  mostly  it  was  a  lot  of  fun  and  people  are  already  talking  about  doing  it 
again  next  year. 

Fantasy?  You  bet. 

Reverse  the  roles,  though,  and  every  Torontonian  will  recognize 
Hallowe'en. 

Each  year  in  Toronto  on  October  31,  thousands  of  people,  most  of  them 
young,  most  of  them  straight,  line  Yonge  Street  and  place  the  St  Charles 
Tavern,  a  gay  bar,  under  siege.  Not  everyone  who  comes  is  vicious,  or 
violent,  or  hates  queers  —  many  probably  just  turn  up  because  it's  ex- 
citing, or  because  their  friends  come,  or  because  it  happens  every  year.  Or 
because  no  one  stops  it. 

Whatever  the  individual  reasons  may  be,  however,  the  mob  atmosphere 
they  generate  is  homophobic,  violent  and  terrifying.  The  crowd  does  chant 
"Kill  the  queers!"  Men  have  tried  to  batter  down  the  doors  of  the  St 
Charles.  Gay  people  walking  down  nearby  back  streets  have  been  attacked 
and  beaten.  The  police  keep  traffic  moving  and  make  a  few  arrests,  but 
almost  everyone  is  released  without  having  been  charged. 

Organized  gay  people  have  tried  in  various  ways  over  the  last  eight  years 
to  change  what  happens  on  Hallowe'en.  The  very  first  issue  of  The  Body 
Politic  in  1971  recorded  one  man's  outrage  at  the  scene  on  Yonge  Street, 
and  since  that  time  groups  of  gay  people  have  leafleted  the  crowd,  have 
met  with  the  police,  have  patrolled  back  streets  and  provided  safety  escorts 
when  needed.  Matters  have  improved.  Each  year  the  police  have  been 
pressured  to  be  more  aggressive  about  preventing  a  crowd  from  forming, 
and  though  they  have  never  done  that,  they  have  at  least  upped  the  number 
of  arrests. 

There  is  no  reason,  however,  that  the  responsibility  for  finally  ending  the 
whole  shameful  Hallowe'en  saga  should  rest  solely  on  the  gay  community. 

The  events  of  October  31  are  a  civic  disgrace,  and  should  be  a  source  of 
shame  to  every  citizen  of  the  city.  Every  citizen,  every  elected  official 
should  share  every  gay  person's  dismay  at  having  to  face,  each  year,  a 
night  of  humiliation  and  hate.  A  night  that  is  passed  over  in  silence,  that 
has  drawn  no  criticism,  no  condemnation,  that  has  not  moved  one  single 
elected  official  to  say,  "This  is  appalling  and  disgraceful.  This  must  be 
stopped." 

It  is  in  the  interests  of  the  entire  city  of  Toronto  that  the  city  lose  its 
reputation,  both  here  and  abroad,  for  allowing  a  night  of  anti-gay  bigotry 
unparalleled  in  any  other  city  in  Canada. 

If  that  is  to  happen,  our  elected  representatives  and  the  police  must  share 
with  the  gay  community  the  burden  of  ending  the  civic  disgrace  that  is 
Hallowe'en. 

Mayor  John  Sewell,  Metro  Chairman  Paul  Godfrey,  Metro  councillors 
—  use  the  power  and  prestige  of  your  office  to  discourage  people  from 
flocking  to  Yonge  Street  on  Hallowe'en.  Tell  it  like  it  is  —  that  it's  not  just 
a  night  of  good,  clean  fun  but  a  night  of  shameful  bigotry. 

Police  Chief  Ackroyd  —  let  the  public  know  the  police  intend  to  enforce 
the  law  to  the  letter  on  October  31 ,  that  a  crowd  will  not  be  allowed  to 
form,  and  that  any  violations  will  be  met  with  arrests  and  charges. 

Gay  people  —  this  is  an  election  year,  and  it  is  an  election  in  which  issues 
of  importance  to  the  gay  community  are  being  aired  as  never  before.  Make 
Hallowe'en  an  issue.  Call  city  hall,  find  out  what  your  alderman  thinks, 
and  what  he  or  she  intends  to  do.  Make  sure  they  all  know  Hallowe'en  is 
their  issue  too,  and  that  your  vote  depends  on  it.  □ 
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On  the  same  wavelength:  Toronto  Mayor  John  Sewell  (left)  with  gay  activist  George  Hislop  after  endorsing  him  for  election  to  City  Council 

Media  raise  fear  of  undue  gay  power 
as  Sewell  endorses  Hislop  campaign 


TORONTO  —  The  support  of  Mayor 
John  Sewell  has  given  an  early  boost  to 
George  Hislop's  campaign  to  become 
the  first  openly  gay  alderman  on  City 
Council.  SewelPs  critics,  meanwhile, 
hopeful  that  his  courting  of  the  gay  vote 
will  hurt  his  own  chances  in  the 
November  10  election,  have  created  a 
media  uproar  around  the  spectre  of 
"gay  power  politics"  taking  over  city 
hall. 

The  storm  erupted  when  the  media 
learned  Sewell  had  agreed  to  attend  the 
opening  of  Hislop's  campaign  office  on 
September  3.  There  were  as  many  re- 
porters and  cameramen  as  Hislop  sup- 
porters present  at  the  office  launching, 
all  clamouring  to  ask  Sewell  why  he  was 
willing  to  risk  endorsing  an  openly  gay 
candidate. 

Sewell  explained  that  he  was  sup- 
porting Hislop  both  "as  a  reformer  and 
as  a  representative  of  a  minority  group 
that  is  making  a  contribution  to  the 
city. 

"We  are  on  the  same  wavelength"  on 
the  meat-and-potatoes  issues  of  reform 
politics,  he  said,  citing  such  issues  as 
police  review,  the  Toronto  Island 
homes,  public  transit  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  neighbourhoods. 

"This  city  has  to  begin  changing," 
Sewell  said,  introducing  a  major  theme 
that  will  be  running  through  his  election 
speeches  in  the  coming  weeks.  "We 
have  to  find  institutions  and  policies 
that  help  us  live  together  in  harmony,  to 
make  sure  this  is  a  city  where  everybody 
is  getting  a  fair  share. 

"This  city  has  lots  of  minorities,"  he 
said,  "and  City  Council  has  to  reflect 
those  minorities.  I  hope  Hislop  will  be 
elected  and  become  a  real  contributor  to 


council." 

For  Hislop,  in  his  first  bid  for  public 
office,  the  Sewell  support  and  the  re- 
sulting media  attention  have  already 
made  his  a  more  familiar  name  than 
that  of  any  other  candidate,  but  his 
assistant  campaign  manager,  Peter 
Maloney,  isn't  becoming  overly  confi- 
dent. "You  can't  win  by  media  alone," 
he  said.  As  well,  the  label  of  "one-issue 
candidate"  continues  to  stick. 

In  their  reporting  of  the  Sewell- 
Hislop  alliance,  the  media  did  not  men- 
tion the  issues  upon  which  the  two  cam- 
paigns agree,  nor  did  they  mention  that 
such  an  arrangement  was  also  made 
with  the  Ward  6  Community  Organiza- 
tion candidate  in  the  last  election. 

In  1978,  as  retiring  alderman  Allan 


Sparrow  pointed  out  in  a  letter  to  the 
editor,  "The  Star  did  not  play  up  the 
Sewell-Sparrow  relationship  on  its  front 
pages,  its  middle  pages  or  its  back  page. 
I  can  only  conclude  that  the  difference 
this  time  is  one  of  the  personal 
characteristics  of  Hislop." 

Said  Hislop,  as  he  has  said  many 
times  already  since  his  nomination:  'I'm 
not  the  homosexual  candidate,  I'm  the 
candidate  who,  among  other  things, 
happens  to  be  gay. 

"When  the  novelty  of  my  sexual 
orientation  wears  off,"  he  said,  "the 
only  question  to  be  asked  should  be: 
what's  Hislop  going  to  do  for  Ward  6 
and  for  Toronto?" 

Traditionalists  at  city  hall  don't  ap- 
prove, but  it's  clear  that  the  gay  issue 


will  play  a  significant  role  in  the 
mayoral  battle  as  well. 

Sewell  was  asked  at  the  Hislop  open- 
ing if  he  thought  he  would  lose  votes 
over  being  identified  with  a  gay  can- 
didate. "I  haven't  analyzed  it  that 
way,"  he  said.  "It  is  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple and  you  can't  make  a  decision 
about  a  matter  of  principle  in  terms  of 
winning  votes. 

"It  would  be  a  really  funny  world 
where  I  couldn't  support  someone  who 
is  a  really  good  candidate." 

A  reporter  asked  the  mayor  if  he 
foresaw  the  gay  community  wielding  a 
swing  vote  in  a  civic  election  as  it  is 
thought  to  do  in  San  Francisco.  "No," 
he  said,  "there  are  differences  that  will 
start  to  emerge  in  the  gay  community. 
Hislop  will  represent  only  a  segment  of 
that  community.  It  doesn't  vote  as  a 
bloc.  Communities  only  do  that  when 
they  are  excluded  —  and  Toronto  tries 
to  include  all  minorities." 

It  appears  to  be  widely  believed  by 
politicians  and  the  media  in  Toronto 
that  San  Francisco's  gay  community  has 


Eggleton:  Artful  dodger 


Art  Eggleton  is  the  only  challenger 
for  John  Sewell's  job  as  Mayor  of 
Toronto.  An  alderman  in  Ward  4  and 
a  member  of  the  Liberal  Party, 
Eggleton  does  not  like  to  rock  the 
boat.  On  the  issues  of  gay  rights 
and  the.role  of  the  gay  community 
in  civic  politics,  he  has  already  done 
a  lot  of  foot  shuffling. 

Eggleton 's  statements  to  date: 

•  "Sewell  and  Hislop  are 
facilitating  San  Francisco-style  gay 
power  politics  in  Toronto  at  a  time 
when  parents  in  this  city  are  con- 
cerned with  the  recent  action  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Education. " 

•He  doesn't  want  Toronto  to 
become  another  San  Francisco 
where  "the  gay  community  pushed 


its  way  into  city  hall.  It  shouldn  7 
happen  here. " 

•  "I'm  a  tolerant  person  but  also 
traditional  in  my  values.  I  can't 
agree  with  flaunting  sexual 
preference." 

•"I  don't  intend  aligning  myself 


with  any  particular  group  in  the  city. 
I'm  against  discrimination  of  any 
type  and  that  includes  discrimina- 
tion on  the  grounds  of  sexual  orien- 
tation. " 

Then,  suddenly,  Eggleton 
clammed  up.  Some  observers  at  city 
hall  believe  that  Liberal  Party 
members  in  the  city  got  to  Eggleton 
and  urged  him  to  keep  quiet  on  the 
issue. 

Eggleton's  final  comment  to  a 
reporter  before  fleeing  down  a  city 
hall  corridor:  "I'm  not  going  to  run 
an  anti-homosexual  campaign. 
Hislop  has  a  right  to  run  for  office 
like  everyone  else. " 

At  the  time  of  press,  Eggleton's 
campaign  manager,  Barbara 
Sullivan,  had  refused  to  return 
TBP's  phone  calls  requesting  an  in- 
terview with  the  elusive 
candidate 
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Starting  early:  Hislop  campaign  workers  (I  to  r)  Brian  Milloy,  Bruce  Cummer,  Ron  Shearer  and 
Sue  Sparrow  crank  out  the  first  election  posters. 


a  stranglehold  on  that  city  and  wields 
undue  influence  on  its  affairs.  The 
spectre  of  a  similar  situation  occurring 
in  Toronto  has  haunted  the  comments 
of  politicians  and  the  questions  of 
reporters.  Many  seem  to  have  picked  up 
their  mistaken  impression  of  San  Fran- 
cisco civic  politics  from  the  CBS-TV 
documentary,  Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics. 

Sewell's  opponents  at  city  hall  wasted 
no  time  in  criticizing  his  co-operative  ar- 
rangement with  Hislop.  Mayoral 
hopeful  Art  Eggleton  led  the  attack  with 
a  series  of  contradictory  statements 
about  the  gay  issue  (see  box).  Tony 
O'Donohue,  the  right-wing  Ward  4 
alderman,  called  it  "desperate  bid  to 
hold  onto  the  mayor's  chair. 

"It's  outright  exploitation  of  the  gay 
community,"  he  said.  "I  can  see  no 
good  coming  through  this  gay  alliance. 
Alliances  with  preferred  or  special 
minorities  can  only  hurt  the  Office  of 
Mayor." 

Mayor  Sewell  thinks  otherwise.  His 


campaign  is  actively  attempting  to 
organize  support  in  the  immigrant  com- 
munities, probably  the  first  time  that  a 
mayoral  candidate  has  ever  done  so. 

"Sewell,  because  of  his  stands  on 
many  issues,  has  given  progressive  sec- 
tors in  many  immigrant  groups  a  real 
stake  in  his  being  re-elected,"  reports 
TBP's  Tim  McCaskell,  who  has  been 
organizing  Sewell  Committees  in  the 
Chinese,  Filipino  and  Latin  American 
communities.  "His  alliance  with  Hislop 
has  meant  that  these  people  are  being 
forced  to  come  to  terms  with  the  gay 
issue.  In  their  own  communities  they  are 
having  to  confront  the  questions  and 
have  answers." 

The  organization  of  Hislop's  cam- 
paign machinery  is  already  well  under- 
way, and  has  been  able  to  tap  the 
resources  of  both  the  Ward  6  Communi- 
ty Organization  and  the  Association  of 
Gay  Electors. 

Sue  Sparrow  is  Hislop's  campaign 
manager.  She  is  a  veteran  of  three  elec- 


United  Church  accepts  for  study 
report  approving  gays  in  ministry 


HALIFAX  —  Canada's  largest  Protes- 
tant denomination  has  given  over- 
whelming approval  to  a  study  document 
which  advocates  acceptance  of  gays  and 
lesbians  into  its  ministry,  and  which 
says  premarital  and  extramarital  sex  is 
acceptable  under  certain  circumstances. 

In  God's  Image. . .  Male  and  Female, 
100  pages  long  and  the  product  of  two 
years'  work  by  a  task  force  on  human 
sexuality  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada's  Division  of  Mission,  was 
greeted  by  a  torrent  of  protest  when 
First  made  public  last  March  (TBP, 
August).  But  by  late  August,  only  20  of 
the  452  delegates  to  the  church's 


biennial  General  Council  meeting  at 
Dalhousie  University  chose  to  have  their 
names  recorded  as  opposing  the  report. 

It  will  now  be  debated  throughout  the 
country  by  presbyteries  and  congrega- 
tions of  a  church  which  was  formed  in 
1925  as  a  union  of  Methodist,  Con- 
gregational and  Presbyterian  Christians. 
Formal  acceptance  into  church  teaching 
could  come  as  early  as  the  next  meeting 
of  the  General  Council,  in  1982. 

Among  the  most  vigorous  opponents 
of  the  document  was  Rev  Morley 
Clarke,  a  family  counselling  expert  from 
London,  Ontario.  He  told  his  fellow 
delegates  that  the  report  discredits  the 
clear  teaching  of  the  Bible  on  such  mat- 


First  woman:  United  Church  Moderator  Rt  Rev  Lois  Wilson  hails  sex  report 


tion  campaigns  for  present  alderman 
Allan  Sparrow  and  knows  the  ward 
well.  "It's  important  with  a  community 
organization  to  start  early,"  she  said. 
"It's  a  process  of  educating  the  public. 
It  would  be  suicide  to  start  late  in  a  ten- 
week  campaign." 

Hislop  has  two  campaign  offices  and 
three  full-time  paid  staff,  including  can- 
vas co-ordinators  for  both  the  east  and 
west  sides  of  the  ward.  The  west  side, 
containing  the  Chinese  and  Portuguese 
communities,  is  where  Hislop  expects  to 
encounter  the  greatest  difficulties  as  a 
gay  candidate.  This  was  the  reason  for 
officially  opening  the  office  at  181  Har- 
bord  Street  first,  although  the  east-side 
office  at  66  Isabella  is  expected  to 
become  campaign  central. 

"We  need  about  200  canvassers  to 
cover  the  190  polls  in  the  ward,"  said 
Maloney.  He  added  that  the  campaign 
has  to  meet  a  hefty  budget  goal  of  near- 
ly $25,000. 

So  far  in  the  campaign  in  Ward  6, 
Hislop's  only  serious  competition  is  Dr 
Gordon  Chong.  A  dentist  with  ties  to 
the  Chinese  community  and  the  provin- 
cial Progressive  Conservative  party 
machine,  Chong  plans  to  seek  the 
business  vote  in  the  ward  as  well. 

The  Hislop-Sewell  alliance,  Chong 
said,  "is  nothing  more  than  a  straight 
political  deal  designed  to  get  votes. 
Representing  a  minority  is  only  a 
pretense  and  should  be  recognized  as 
such  by  all  minority  groups,  whether 
they  are  black,  white  or  gay." 

Ed  Jackson  □ 


ters  as  homosexuality  and  adultery.  "It 
will  split  our  denominations  wide  open 
if  it  is  ever  approved  and  used  as  a  basis 
for  further  church  policy,"  he 
prophesied. 

Rev  Robert  Bater,  principal  of 
Queen's  University  Theological  College 
in  Kingston,  Ontario,  was  the  person 
responsible  for  the  scriptural  and 
theological  background  to  the  report. 
He  told  a  reporter  for  the  Toronto  Star 
that  too  many  people,  including  some 
United  Church  clergy,  get  their  theology 
from  TV  evangelists  and  feel  threatened 
when  they  read  a  more  liberal  approach 
to  biblical  interpretation.  Bater  showed 
in  the  report  that  many  of  the  famous 
"proof  texts"  for  the  Bible's  supposed 
condemnation  of  homosexuality  had 
been  badly  misconstrued.  Modern  bib- 
lical criticism,  he  explained,  has  shown 
that  the  real  sin  of  Sodom  was  not 
homosexuality  but  inhospitality. 

Rt  Rev  Lois  Wilson,  the  first  woman 
to  be  elected  Moderator,  told  the  press 
that,  although  the  sexual  orientation  of 
a  candidate  for  the  ministry  may  be  a 
significant  aspect  of  his  or  her  own  life, 
"the  key  question  is  whether  or  not  the 
candidate  is  a  loving  person."  Wilson 
hailed  the  report  as  "an  affirmation  of 
something  we've  tried  to  do  in  a  more 
fragmented  way  for  20  years." 

"For  the  first  time  ever,  there  was  an 
informal  caucus  of  gay  and  lesbian 
clergy  and  laity  at  this  General 
Council,"  TBP  v/as  told  by  Dr  John  W 
Foster,  staff  officer  of  the  church's 
Division  of  Mission.  Editor  of  Issue,  a 
church  publication  dealing  with  social 


concerns,  Foster  sees  one  of  the  report's 
chief  functions  as  "legitimizing  all  sorts 
of  open  discussion  about  human  sex- 
uality within  the  church." 

In  a  speech  at  the  council,  Foster 
referred  to  interviews  he  had  conducted 
with  more  than  20  homosexual  min- 
isters, theological  students,  Sunday- 
school  teachers  and  church-board  of- 
ficials in  preparation  for  an  upcoming 
Issue  devoted  to  gays  and  the  church. 
"We  need  a  ministry  by,  with  and  for 
gays  of  both  sexes  in  the  United  Church 
right  now,"  he  emphasized.  Foster  told 
TBP  that  he  estimates  only  1 5  to  20  per 
cent  of  the  church's  2  million  members 
are  deeply  disturbed  by  the  kind  of 
textual,  historical  and  sociological 
criticism  of  the  Bible  found  in  the 
report. 

"The  church  is  strongest  in  small 
towns  and  rural  areas  of  the  country," 
he  added,  "but  there's  a  surprising 
amount  of  open-mindedness  out 
there." 

Roger  Spalding  □ 

Store  plans  to  sell 
banned  sex  books 

WINNIPEG  —  Liberation  Books,  an 
independent  socialist  bookstore,  is  plan- 
ning to  challenge  provincial  Attorney 
General  Gerry  Mercier's  threat  to  pros- 
ecute anyone  caught  selling  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex  and  The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex  in 
Manitoba. 

The  bookstore's  Anti-Censorship 
Committee  has  circulated  a  petition  call- 
ing on  Mercier  to  lift  the  ban  on  the  sale 
of  the  books,  and  plans  to  distribute 
them  at  a  demonstration  October  25,  in 
hopes  of  provoking  a  test  case.  If 
charges  are  not  laid,  the  store  will  then 
sell  the  books  openly.  Winnipeg  lawyer 
Roland  Penner  has  offered  to  take  the 
case  for  free  if  charges  are  laid. 

The  issue  arose  in  April  when  a 
woman  picked  up  a  copy  of  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex  in  a  Winnipeg  Classic's  book- 
store, mistaking  it  for  The  Joy  of  Cook- 
ing. Her  complaint  resulted  in  the  At- 
torney General's  office  ordering  copies 
of  the  two  sex  guides  off  the  shelves 
under  threat  of  prosecution.  All  book- 
stores quickly  complied  with  the  order. 

The  Attorney  General's  action  has 
generated  considerable  opposition  in  the 
media  and  among  civil  libertarians.  The 
bookstore's  Anti-Censorship  Commit- 
tee has  drawn  representatives  from  the 
gay  community,  the  Left,  and  civil 
libertarians,  the  first  time  these  groups 
have  worked  together  in  Winnipeg. 

Robert  Trow  D 


GOT  A  HOT 
NEWS  TIP? 

Do  you  know  a  story  you  think  the 
rest  of  gay  Canada  ought  to  know 
about?  Something  that's  just  too 
good  (or  too  depressing)  to  keep  to 
yourself? 

Call.  Our  best  news  source  is  you. 

The  Body  Politic  Newsline. 
(416)  977-6320.  Ask  for  Gerald 
Hannon. 
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"Putting  an  admitted  homosexual  in  charge  of 
young  boys  ...is  like  putting  an  admitted  alcoholic 

in  charge  of  the  liquor  supply 
attheO'Keefe  Centre." 


Metro  votes  for  equal  opportunity 
but  refuses  to  say  who's  equal 


TORONTO  —  Metro  Council  has  voted 
to  declare  itself  an  equal  opportunity 
employer  but  refused  to  define  the  areas 
where  it  thinks  discrimination  should 
not  be  allowed.  Sexual  orientation  was 
the  term  which  caused  difficulty  for 
some  members. 

By  a  vote  of  22-8,  council  members 
rejected  a  motion  by  Toronto  City 
Alderman  Allan  Sparrow  which  would 
have  banned  discrimination  in  hiring, 
assignment  or  promotion  on  the  basis  of 
race,  creed,  colour,  nationality,  ances- 
try, place  of  origin,  age,  sex,  sexual 
orientation,  marital  or  family  relation- 
ship, physical  disability  or  any  other 
distinguishing  characteristic. 

Scarborough  Controller  Bill  Stock- 
well  was  one  of  the  few  members  of 
council  who  explained,  during  the 
September  9  meeting,  why  he  opposed 
the  motion. 

"Here  we  have  Alderman  Sparrow 
trying  to  tie  in  race,  creed  and  colour 
with  sexual  orientation,"  Stockwell 
said.  "If,  in  North  York  or  Scar- 
borough, we  have  an  admitted 
homosexual  in  the  recreation  depart- 
ment charged  with  taking  a  group  of 
young  boys  on  an  overnight  camping 
trip,  I  don't  think  that's  right. 

"It's  like  putting  an  admitted  alco- 
holic in  charge  of  the  liquor  supply  at 
the  O'Keefe  Centre,"  he  said. 

Toronto  Alderman  Gordon  Cressy 
supported  Sparrow's  motion  and  dis- 
puted Stockwell's  analogy  between  alco- 
holism and  homosexuality. 

"One  is  an  illness  and  the  other  is  a 
lifestyle,  "  he  said.  "None  of  us  wants 
to  promote  child  molestation.  Alder- 
man Sparrow's  motion  simply  defines 
what  we  mean  by  equal  opportunity  em- 
ployer." 

The  proposal  for  a  Metro  Bill  of 
Rights  had  been  moving  through  the 
committee  stage  for  almost  a  year  and 
finally  came  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  Metro  Council  with  a  recommen- 
dation to  list  the  specific  "shall-nots"  in 
a  motion  on  employment  practices.  The 
Executive  Committee  substituted  a 
simple  declaration  about  Metro  being 
an  equal  opportunity  employer.  Spar- 
row's motion  was  an  amendment  to 
replace  the  specific  terms. 

Metro  Council  is  dominated  by  politi- 
cians from  the  five  boroughs  of  Scar- 
borough, North  York,  East  York,  York 
and  Etobicoke  who  vote  conservatively 
on  most  issues.  Few  members  spoke  to 
the  motion  but  most  voted  against  it 
anyway.  Alderman  Sparrow  attributed 
the  voting  to  "bigotry"  in  some  cases 
and  "gutlessness"  in  others. 

One  member  of  this  silent  majority 
told  TBP  that  she  was  sorry  if  her  ac- 
tions were  disappointing,  but  she  had 
voted  against  the  motion  because  she 
had  a  lot  of  unanswered  questions 
about  such  issues  as  the  incidence  of 
sexual  attacks  on  children  by  homosex- 
uals. 

"I  simply  don't  know,"  Scarborough 
Controller  Joyce  Trimmer  said.  "Be- 


cause there  are  no  statistics,  I  could  not 
say  whether  or  not  homosexuals  should 
be  hired  for  certain  jobs." 

Trimmer  also  said  she  was  not  aware 
that  Toronto  City  Council  had  passed  a 
motion  in  1973  prohibiting  discrimina- 
tion specifically  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation. 

York  Borough  Mayor  Gayle  Christie 
was  more  direct.  "The  equal  opportuni- 
ty motion  is  as  far  as  I  will  go  on  it," 
she  said.  "I  may  be  strait-laced  but  I 
don't  think  sexual  problems  and  sexual 
practices  should  be  part  of  the  work 
world. 

"I  don't  want  someone  coming  into    . 
the  office  and  talking  about  having  sex 
upside  down,"  she  said.  "The  personal 
and  the  private  don't  mix." 

Tom  Warner,  president  of  the 
Association  of  Gay  Electors,  expressed 
disappointment  at  the  council  vote.  "At 
a  time  when  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  are  re- 
emerging  in  Toronto,"  he  said,  "it  is 
important  that  Metro  Council  demon- 
strate through  positive  action  that  it  is 
committed  to  minority  rights." 

Ed  Jackson  D 


The  Metro  Bill  of  Rights:  How  they  voted 
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Bid  for  jury  trial 
as  court  denies 

TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Court  of 
Appeal  has  dismissed  an  appeal  by  the 
five  men  accused  of  keeping  The  Bar- 
racks as  a  common  bawdy  house,  ruling 
that  the  charges  are  constitutionally 
valid  and  that  the  defendants  have  no 
right  to  a  jury  trial. 

The  defendants  have  announced  they 
will  seek  leave  to  appeal  the  decision  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 

In  a  ruling  given  September  8, 
Associate  Chief  Justice  of  Ontario  Bert 
MacKinnon,  Mr  Justice  G  Arthur  Mar- 
tin and  Mr  Justice  Thomas  Zuber  un- 
animously rejected  defence  counsel 
Morris  Manning's  arguments  (TBP, 
June/July)  that  the  bawdy-house  laws 
were  beyond  the  legislative  jurisdiction 
of  the  federal  parliament,  and  that  the 
BNA  Act  and  the  Canadian  Bill  of 
Rights  guaranteed  the  right  to  a  jury 
trial  on  a  charge  of  keeping  a  common 
bawdy  house. 

Associate  Chief  Justice  MacKinnon 
said  that  keeping  a  bawdy  house  "has 
been  historically  part  of  the  criminal 
law,"  and  that  courts  have  had  little  dif- 
ficulty interpreting  and  applying  it.  He 
described  Manning's  arguments  as  "un- 
tenable" and  said  "we  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  deal  at  length  with  these 
submissions." 

The  appeal  was  based  on  four  con- 
tentions: 

•That  a  section  of  the  Criminal  Code 
purporting  to  deny  jury  trials  to  those 
charged  with  keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house  is  unconstitutional  because  n 
violates  a  provision  of  the  British  North 
America  Act,  which  serves  as  Canada's 
constitution; 


is  lost  again 
Barracks  appeal 

•That  the  definition  of  a  bawdy 
house  as  a  place  resorted  to  for  "the 
practice  of  acts  of  indecency"  is  so 
vague  it  is  void  and  unconstitutional; 

•That  the  bawdy  house  sections  of 
the  Criminal  Code  actually  deal  with 
property,  civil  rights  and  matters  of  a 
merely  local  or  private  nature  and, 
therefore,  come  within  provincial  rather 
than  federal  jurisdiction; 

•That  provincially  appointed  judges 
have  no  jurisdiction  to  hear  charges  of 
keeping  a  common  bawdy  house  be- 
cause only  a  judge  appointed  by  the 
federal  Governor  General  can  try  such 
cases. 

During  oral  argument  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  two  of  the  judges  took 
Manning  to  task,  disputing  his  claim 
that  the  bawdy-house  laws  were  "void 
for  vagueness." 

"Do  you  strike  down  legislation  in 
this  country  because  it  demonstrates 
some  difficulties  in  application  and 
uncertainty?"  asked  Mr  Justice  Thomas 
Zuber.  "What  right  do  we  have  to 
declare  that  legislation  ineffective 
because  of  its  vagueness?"  Associate 
Chief  Justice  Bert  MacKinnon  added, 
"In  some  cases,  the  courts  are  called  on 
to  make  sense  of  nonsense.  Neverthe- 
less, they  have  to  struggle  with  it." 

George  Hislop,  one  of  the  five  defen- 
dants, is  a  candidate  in  Toronto 
municipal  elections  this  fall.  He  said  he 
didn't  think  the  court  decision  would 
affect  his  election  campaign,  but  added, 
"The  whole  idea  that  certain  consenting 
sexual  practices  are  'indecent  lets' 
without  spelling  out  exactly  what  thai 
means... is  like  charging  someone  with 


speeding  and  then  not  telling  him  what 
the  speed  limit  is." 

The  Court  of  Appeal's  abrupt  dismis- 
sal of  the  appeal  after  less  than  an 
hour's  deliberation  is  the  fourth  suc- 
cessive court  decision  against  the  five 
accused  men. 

The  application  to  the  Supreme  Court 
for  permission  to  appeal  will  be  heard 
by  three  judges  who  will  consider 
whether  it  raises  important  legal  ques- 
tions of  general  and  national  interest.  If 
they  grant  leave  to  appeal,  the  case  will 
be  argued  in  the  country's  highest  court; 
if  they  refuse,  no  further  appeal  is 
possible. 

Seventeen  men  accused  as  found-ins 
in  The  Barracks  case  are  also  awaiting 
•rial.  They  are  scheduled  to  appear  in 
Provincial  Court  November  13,  but  it  is 
unlikely  their  trials  will  commence 
before  a  definite  disposition  of  the 
alleged  keepers'  cases. 

Paul  Trollope^T 
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fully  licensed. 


Bawdy  house  rap 
sticks  in  tub  trial 

TORONTO  —  Five  men  have  pleaded 
guilty  in  Provincial  Court  to  common 
bawdy-house  charges  in  trials  relating  to 
the  October  1979  police  raid  on  the  Hot 
Tub  Club,  a  gay  steambath.  Two  others 
pleaded  guilty  to  making  obscene  films. 
And  as  TBP  went  to  press,  another  man 
accused  of  making  an  obscene  film  has 
been  found  not  guilty. 

In  the  bawdy-house  charges,  Robert 
Ramsey  and  Mark  Burley  pleaded  guilty 
to  being  keepers,  and  Carlos  Correia, 
Samuel  Hannaford  and  Bernard 
Stroomer  to  knowingly  permitting  the 
premises  to  be  used  as  a  common  bawdy 
house.  In  addition,  David  Lindsay  and 
Tim  Lafontaine  pleaded  guilty  to 
charges  of  making  obscene  films  at  a 
cottage  in  Wasaga  Beach. 

On  September  15,  Provincial  Judge 
Thomas  Mercer  dismissed  a  charge  of 
making  an  obscene  film  laid  against 
another  man,  Andrew  Homorodean. 
Mercer  said  he  could  not  find  Homoro- 
dean guilty  because  there  was  no 
evidence  the  film  had  been  shown  or 
distributed. 

Homorodean's  lawyer,  Ilan  Neuman, 
had  argued  that  in  the  strict  legal  sense, 
acting  in  a  film  does  not  constitute  mak- 
ing it,  and  furthermore,  that  a  film  can- 
not be  ruled  obscene  unless  it  is  proved 
that  the  film  has  been  "published" 
(shown  to  third  persons).  David  Lindsay 
had  earlier  testified  that  he  had  no  idea 
the  films  were  meant  for  distribution. 

The  fourteen  men  charged  as  found- 
ins  have  not  yet  been  tried,  and  have 
been  remanded  to  September  22  after 
numerous  time-consuming  court  ap- 
pearances. If  the  trials  of  the  keepers 
have  not  concluded  by  then,  the  found- 
ins  will  likely  be  remanded  again. 

In  all,  60  charges  were  laid  against  26 
people  after  last  October's  police  raids 
on  the  Hot  Tub  Club,  several  Toronto 
residences,  and  two  cottages  outside  the 
city.  The  five-month  investigation  in- 
volved more  than  50  police  officers,  and 
extensive  use  of  wiretaps  and  long- 
distance cameras.  Most  of  Crown  law- 
yer Mary  Hall's  case  in  the  movie  trials 
so  far  has  rested  on  testimony  and 
photographs  taken  by  Constable  Wesley 
Ryan  of  14  Division,  who  had  been 
operating  as  an  undercover  agent  when 
the  movies  were  made. 

The  Crown  also  relied  heavily  on 
plea-bargaining  in  gaining  its  convic- 
tions. More  serious  charges  —  such  as 
keeping  a  common  bawdy  house,  or 
conspiring  to  make  obscene  films  — 
were  dropped  after  the  men  pleaded 
guilty  to  lesser  charges.  In  some  cases, 
three  or  more  closely  related  charges 
were  laid  against  one  individual. 

The  Crown  has  also  subpoenaed 
several  of  the  convicted  men  to  appear 
as  witnesses  in  trials  against  others 
charged  in  the  same  raids.  David  Lind- 
say and  Tim  Lafontaine,  two  of  those 
subpoenaed,  have  had  their  sentences 
delayed  to  September  30  and  October  15 
respectively,  by  which  time  they  will 
have  testified.  With  delayed  sentences 
hanging  over  their  heads,  both  men  may 
feel  pressured  to  co-operate  with  the 
Crown  as  much  as  possible  in  giving 


evidence  in  the  other  trials. 

Several  persons  charged  after  the  raid 
were  not  present  in  court,  including  Hot 
Tub  owner  Robert  Slee,  who  is  believed 
*o  be  hiding  in  Mexico.  A  bench  war- 
rant has  been  issued  for  his  arrest,  and 
the  Crown  has -said  it  may  try  to  ex- 
tradite him. 

Robert  Trow  □ 

Cops  to  meet  gays 
on  Hallowe'en  issue 

TORONTO  —  Gay  community 
members  will  meet  with  police  officials 
from  52  Division  mid-September  to  con- 
sider what  action  to  take  to  prevent 
anti-gay  mobs  from  forming  outside  the 
St  Charles  Tavern  on  Hallowe'en. 

Each  year,  thousands  of  jeering,  egg- 
throwing  straights  crowd  the  sidewalks 
across  from  the  tavern  hoping  to  see  a 
parade  of  drag  queens.  Each  year,  the 
crowds  grow  larger  and  more  hostile, 
despite  the  fact  that  no  drag  queens  ap- 
pear. 

Last  year,  under  pressure  from  gay 
community  leaders,  police  made  some 
attempts  at  crowd  control,  arresting  a 
number  of  straights  throwing  eggs  or 
harassing  gay  men.  However,  police 
have  never  prevented  crowds  from 
forming  on  the  sidewalk  opposite  the 
tavern. 

Major  defence  efforts  in  the  past  two 
years  have  come  from  Operation  Jack 
O' Lantern,  an  ad  hoc  gay  organization 
which  sent  small  groups  of  gay  men  and 
women  into  the  crowds  to  prevent 
harassment,  and  make  sure  the  police 
were  doing  their  job.  The  Gay  Libera- 
tion Union,  which  organized  the  opera- 
tion, has  considered  taking  similar 
action  again  this  year,  but  no  definite 
plans  have  been  made. 

The  question  of  crowd  control  on 
Hallowe'en  was  raised  in  August  when 
minorities  liaison  officer  Eric  Wright 
and  52  Division  Superintendent  Sproule 
met  with  gay  community  members  to 
discuss  a  format  for  handling  com- 
plaints against  the  police  force. 

The  meeting,  organized  by  Peter 
Maloney  and  other  representatives  of 
the  gay  community,  had  been  designed 
to  set  up  a  conference  which  would  in- 
vite representatives  from  government, 
the  police  and  the  community  to  discuss 
issues  of  concern  to  gay  people.  The 
police,  however,  were  adamantly  oppos- 
ed to  holding  a  conference,  claiming 
that  mechanisms  already  existed  for  get- 
ting the  police  and  community  represen- 
tatives together.  A  compromise  was 
reached  when  the  group  decided  to  hold 
monthly  meetings  with  downtown 
police  divisions  to  discuss  specific  pro- 
blems such  as  entrapment  in  parks,  or 
lack  of  police  protection  on  Yonge 
Street. 

Aldermanic  candidate  George  Hislop 
plans  to  hold  a  news  conference  to  de- 
mand that  the  sidewalk  across  from  the 
St  Charles  be  closed  completely,  and  to 
publicize  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing 
for  the  straights  to  look  at  except  each 
other.  Hislop  also  wants  to  pressure 
radio  stations  to  stop  encouraging 
listeners  to  flock  downtown  to  the  St 
Charles. 

Robert  TrowD 
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1  'Don 't  anybody  try  to  make  a  break  for  it. 
I  can  outrun  any  one  of  you.  And  heaven  help  you 

if  I  catch  you." 
The  gun  was  persuasive. 


Shoot-up  in  David  Balfour  Park: 
cops  use  bullets  to  arrest  five 


TORONTO  —  It  was  1 1  o'clock  on  a 
quiet  August  evening  and  Don  (not  his 
real  name)  was  on  his  way  home  from 
dinner  with  his  family.  He  ran  into  his 
room-mate  walking  down  St  Clair 
Avenue;  the  two  of  them  decided  to 
wander  down  into  David  Balfour  Park. 
Part  of  the  way  down  the  ravine  the 
path  forked.  Don's  room-mate  headed 
off  to  one  side  while  Don  continued 
down  the  path.  "I  could  see  that  there 
were  people  in  a  clearing  below  —  but  it 
was  dark.  I  went  to  see  what  was  going 
on  —  just  curious." 

No  sooner  had  he  joined  the  four 
men  at  the  bottom  of  the  path  when 
there  was  a  sudden  burst  of  light  and 
the  sound  of  a  gun  firing  —  twice. 
"Metro  police.  Get  on  your  stomachs. 
Anybody  moves  they  get  shot!"  The 
warning  was  followed  by  the  crack  of 
another  shot. 

Tony  (another  pseudonym)  was  one 
of  the  men  in  the  clearing.  He  remem- 
bers the  series  of  events  as  clearly  as 
Don  does.  Tony  and  the  others  were  on 
the  ground  when  the  third  shot  was 
fired.  The  bullet  whizzed  past  his  ear. 
"It  sounded  really  close.  I  could  smell 
the  gunpowder." 

Both  men  could  hear  others  fleeing 
the  park.  Don  hoped  his  room-mate  was 
among  them.  Tony,  Don  and  three 
others  were  handcuffed  together  and  led 
out  of  the  park.  As  the  cuffs  were  being 
fastened,  one  of  the  cops  warned, 
"Don't  anybody  try  to  make  a  break 
for  it.  I  can  outrun  any  one  of  you.  And 
heaven  help  you  if  I  catch  you." 

The  five  were  taken  to  53  Division 
headquarters  and  charged  with  commit- 
ting gross  indecency  and  indecent  acts. 
None  of  the  men  consulted  lawyers  at 
that  time.  Each  was  kept  in  a  separate 
cell  and  statements  were  taken  one  at  a 
time. 

Tony  says  that  when  they  arrived  at 
the  station,  the  cops  were  very  agitated. 
"There  was  this  big  'to-do'  about  sign- 
ing certificates.  I  think  they  realized 
they  were  on  thin  ice  —  firing  a  gun  like 
that  —  because  they  were  nervous  and 
upset.  They  obviously  didn't  know  ex- 
actly what  was  happening.  They  kept 
asking  us  how  many  other  men  were 
down  there.  It  was  very  dark.  I  didn't 
know  myself." 

The  men  were  finally  released  at  6 
am. 

The  August  28  police  Major  News 
(Occurrences)  Report  included  the 
following  item:  "On  August  26,  1980  at 
about  1 1 :48  pm,  five  male  suspects  were 
observed  committing  indecent  acts  in 
David  Balfour  Park,  Rosehill  Avenue 
and  Avoca  Avenue.  Seven  other  males 
were  gathered  around  observing  these 
actions.  At  this  time  the  suspects  ap- 
proached the  officer.  The  officer  called 
for  assisiance  to  other  patrolling  of- 
ficers, who  were  in  the  area.  He  then 
discharged  his  revolver  into  the  ground 
which  alerted  two  police  officers  who 
arrived  on  the  scene.  The  seven  on- 
lookers fled  the  scene.  The  above  five 


suspects  were  arrested  and  charged  as 
shown." 

The  August  28  Toronto  Sun  reported 
all  of  the  men's  names  and  addresses, 
and  claimed  that  plainclothes  constable 
Richard  Dionne  "was  forced  to  fire 
three  shots  into  the  ground  early  yester- 
day to  summon  help  after  he  stumbled 
across  12  homosexuals  having  sex  in  a 
park."  The  Sun  story  said  that  a  search 
was  initiated  as  a  result  of 
neighbourhood  complaints,  and  that  the 
shots  were  fired  "after  one  of  the  men 
threatened  Dionne." 

Two  other  men  were  arrested  in 
Balfour  Park  early  August  25,  the  night 
before  the  shooting  incident.  One  of  the 
men  contacted  TBP.  He  was  slapped 
around  by  one  of  the  cops,  though  he 
says  it  was  a  half-hearted  effort.  He  was 
told  by  one  of  the  arresting  officers  "we 
got  six  last  night,"  and  that  "a  lot  of  in- 
fluential people  live  around  here"  as  he 
gestured  toward  a  block  of  condo- 
miniums on  Avoca  Avenue.  One  of  the 
cops  was  Richard  Dionne.  Another  of- 
ficer at  53  Division  told  the  man,  "We 
don't  like  to  do  this.  It's  even  worse 
when  we  have  to  stake  out  washrooms. 
But  we  have  to  follow  orders." 

Inspector  J  Oliver  at  53  Division 


refused  to  explain  how  his  plainclothes 
officers  were  assigned  to  make  the 
search  of  the  park,  or  why,  if  there  were 
complaints  of  lawbreaking,  uniformed 
officers  were  not  assigned  to  patrol  the 
area.  Inspector  Oliver  declined  to 
answer  "because  the  matter  is  before 
the  courts,"  but  these  are  not  new  ques- 
tions. 

There's  nothing  new,  either,  about 
plainclothes  cops  arresting  men  in  parks 
and  charging  them  with  two  offences 
(one  of  which,  gross  indecency,  is  a 
more  serious  crime)  in  the  hope  of  plea- 
bargaining  a  guilty  plea  to  the  lesser 
charge  in  exchange  for  dropping  the 
more  serious  one.  Not  new  either  are 
demands  for  uniformed  officers  in  the 
park,  because  it  is  increasingly  unsafe 
for  anyone,  particularly  gay  men,  who 
might  encounter  gangs  of  straight  kids 
intent  on  violence. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  shift,  armed 
police  officers  are  issued  six  numbered 
bullets,  all  of  which  must  be  accounted 
for  at  the  end  of  the  shift.  A  use-of-fire- 
arms  report  must  be  submitted  to  the 
chief  of  police  every  time  a  gun  is  fired. 
Staff  Superintendent  Coulis  told  TBP 
that  Dionne's  report  had  been  in- 
vestigated and  that  the  investigation  had 
been  closed  and  then  re-opened  because 
new  information  came  to  light. 

The  new  information  came  in  the 
form  of  a  suggestion  from  gay  com- 
munity activist  George  Hislop  that  they 
ought  to  talk  to  some  of  the  accused  in 


this  case.  Coulis  says  the  police  are  now 
planning  to  interview  the  five  men. 

The  force's  internal  judicial  system 
could  penalize  Dionne  with  anything 
from  a  reprimand  to  a  dismissal  if  he  is 
found  guilty  of  misusing  a  firearm. 

When  confronted  with  the  discrepan- 
cy between  Dionne's  account  and  the 
accounts  of  Don  and  Tony,  Coulis 
hastened  to  explain  that  the  stories  were 
"only  the  perceptions  of  individuals 
who  are  naturally  going  to  be  influenced 
by  self-interest.  Witnesses  are  only  able 
to  report  what  they  think  they  saw.  Peo- 
ple get  together  on  stories." 

Hislop  said  he  intervened  in  the  in- 
vestigation because  he  was  "angry  at 
the  incredible  double  standard  these 
guys  operate  with.  When  straight 
couples  are  making  out  in  the  park  the 
police  are  called  in  to  chase  them  away, 
not  to  entrap  or  arrest  them.  If  a  gun 
had  been  fired  in  a  suburban  lovers' 
lane,  there  would  have  a  real  hue  and 
cry  raised.  But  the  worst  thing  is  the 
tragic  and  absolutely  unnecessary  fall- 
out that  comes  of  these  things  —  men 
fired,  suspended,  black-listed,  driven 
out  of  town.  And  that's  exactly  what 
has  happened  to  most  of  those  arrested 
in  David  Balfour.  Their  names  appear 
in  the  paper  the  next  morning  and  that's 
it." 

Those  arrested  August  26  will  appear 
in  court  September  16  to  set  a  date  for 
trial. 

Chris  Bearehell 


Board  Chairperson  Nelson's  abstention  on  crucial  vote  means  disbanding  of  subcommittee 


Motion  to  curb  school  bias  offsets 
trustees'  scuttling  of  probe  committee 


TORONTO  —  The  Toronto  Board  of 
Education's  subcommittee  to  investigate 
formal  liaison  with  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  has  voted  to  disband  after 
only  one  meeting.  Meanwhile,  a  com- 
promise motion  strongly  opposing  bias 
against  gays  in  the  school  system  is  ex- 
pected to  be  approved  by  the  full  board 
later  in  September. 

The  September  15  meeting  of  the  sub- 
committee, chaired  by  Ward  6  trustee 
Bob  Spencer,  heard  the  testimony  of  a 
delegation  of  spokespeople  from  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  as  well  as  27 
largely  fundamentalist  Christian  op- 
ponents of  the  proposal.  At  the  end  of 
the  five-hour  marathon  of  speakers  and 
after  several  trustees  had  left  for  the 
evening,  Michael  Walker  (Ward  10) 
made  the  surprise  motion  to  dissolve  the 
committee.  He  was  supported  by  Alex 
Chumak  (Ward  I)  and  opposed  by  Joan 
Doiron  (Ward  6). 

Board  Chairperson  Fiona  Nelson 
continued  her  apparent  efforts  to 
sabotage  the  liaison  committee  in  its 
early  stages  by  abstaining  in  the  crucial 
vote,  as  did  Separate  School  represen- 
tative Joe  Sadowski. 

Gay  activist  John  Argue,  whose  cf- 
lorts  over  the  past  18  months  have  been 
largely  responsible  for  advancing  the 
issue  to  this  stage,  icluscd  to  see  the  U 


tion  as  a  major  setback.  "It's  more 
harassment  and  annoyance  than  any- 
thing else,"  he  told  TBP  at  the  end  of 
the  meeting.  "In  the  School  Programs 
Committee  it  will  come  up  again  and  the 
subcommittee  will  be  set  up  again. 
They've  only  delayed  the  process,"  he 


said. 

Argue  was  sharply  critical  of  trustees 
Walker  and  Chumak,  whom  he  saw  as 
"trying  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the 
bigots."  He  also  said  that  Chairperson 
Nelson's  abstention  was  "irresponsible. 
It's  insulting  to  people  who  are  propos- 
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A  Christian  lady  to  a  gay  student: 

"If  you  were  my  son, 

I'd  have  drowned  you  at  birth. " 


Continued  from  previous  page 

ing  constructive  programmes." 

Even  if  the  gay  liaison  issue  has  been 
delayed  by  trustee  Walker's  motion,  a 
significant  advance  may  have  already 
been  made  in  school  board  policy.  On 
September  9,  a  motion  was  passed 
unanimously  by  the  powerful  School 
Programs  Committee.  The  motion 
called  for  an  amendment  to  existing 
anti-discrimination  policy  in  the  school 
system  (see  box  for  full  text  of  this  mo- 
tion). The  proposed  revision  was 
scheduled  to  be  voted  on  at  the 
September  18  board  meeting. 

John  Argue  told  TBP  that  the  board, 
if  it  accepts  this  submission,  "will  have 
already  granted  us  one  of  our  main  re- 
quests." His  chief  regret  is  that,  ap- 
parently in  an  effort  to  make  the  mo- 
tion palatable  to  as  many  board  mem- 
bers as  possible,  its  sponsors  had 
brought  out  "that  old  red  herring  of 
'proselytization.' 

"No  one  in  the  gay  community  has 
ever  wanted  that,"  Argue  said.  "It's 
strictly  an  invention  of  the  press  and  of 
some  paranoid  trustees  and  taxpayers." 

Paranoia  ran  rampant  at  the  Sep- 
tember 15  meeting.  Two  minutes  into 
the  meeting,  Chairperson  Nelson,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  subcommittee, 
found  herself  sitting  on  the  stage  of  the 
Education  Centre's  auditorium  with 
four  gay  men  and  two  lesbians,  as  well 
as  her  two  fellow  trustees. 

"Only  trustees  should  be  up  here," 
she  complained,  challenging  subcom- 
mittee chairperson  Spencer  on  a  point 
of  order.  "They're  the  only  ones  who 
can  vote  anyway,"  she  added. 

However,  the  board  motion  calling 
for  the  setting  up  of  the  subcommittee 
(passed  at  the  board's  July  31  meeting) 
had  stipulated  that  it  was  to  be  com- 
posed of  "representatives  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community"  as  well  as 
trustees  Nelson,  Spencer  and  Doiron. 
Argue  had  also  told  the  three  trustees  at 
a  preliminary  meeting  August  25  that  he 


would  bring  the  gay  and  lesbian  rep- 
resentatives to  the  September  15 
meeting.  Nelson  raised  no  objection  at 
that  time. 

In  a  manoeuvre  apparently  designed 
to  humiliate  the  lesbians  and  gays  whom 
Argue  had  invited  to  sit  on  the  subcom- 
mittee, Nelson  engineered  a  vote  requir- 
ing the  non-trustees  to  leave  the  stage. 
Their  places  were  taken  by  five  board 
members  who  had  been  sitting  in  the  au- 
dience. 


Chumak:  fear  of  fallout 


Speaking  from  the  floor,  Rosemary 
Barnes  introduced  the  lesbian /gay 
presentation  with  a  jointly  prepared 
brief  on  the  need  for  ongoing  liaison 
with  the  school  board.  She  called  on  the 
schools  to  remember  their  responsibility 
to  eradicate  "extensive  and  damaging" 
prejudice. 

"A  hateful  society  is  not  what  we 
want  the  next  generation  to  inherit," 
she  told  trustees,  and  cited  examples  of 
discrimination  to  illustrate  the  problems 
faced  by  gay  students,  teachers  and 
parents. 

In  the  glare  of  television  lights, 
Robert  Strazds,  a  Toronto  high-school 


Teachers  out  of  touch:  student  heads 


"We're  just  taught  biology,  not  sex- 
uality," said  Paul  Davidson,  student 
council  president  at  Northern  Secon- 
dary School. 

An  informal  TBP  survey  of  student 
representatives  at  several  Toronto 
high  schools  revealed  strong  sup- 
port for  the  proposed  gay  liaison 
committee.  Davidson  said  that  "the 
whole  gay  issue  is  something  that 
needs  to  be  discussed.  The  com- 
munity we  live  in  has  to  face  up  to 
the  fact  of  gay  students  and 
teachers.  I'm  not  necessarily  for  or 
against  gay  rights.  I  just  think  that 
we  need  better  sex  education  pro- 
grammes which  show  that  sex,  whe- 
ther gay  or  straight,  is  something 
which  involves  the  whole  person.  All 
we  get  now  is  purely  mechanical  in- 
formation." 

All  student  council  presidents 
contacted  expressed  similar 
criticisms  of  the  way  human  sexuali- 


ty, hetero  as  well  as  homo,  is  dealt 
with  in  health  and  family  studies 
classes  in  their  schools. 

One,  who  asked  us  not  to  use  his 
name,  stressed  that  "although  the 
trustees  may  think  that  there's  an 
adequate  curriculum  in  these  areas 
already,  they're  just  showing  how 
much  out  of  touch  they  are  with 
what  really  goes  on  in  the  class- 
rooms. A  middle-aged  jock  gym 
teacher  is  not  going  to  present  a 
positive  image  of  homosexuality  no 
matter  what  it  might  say  in  the 
course  of  studies  he's  supposed  to 
be  teaching." 

Marcus  Vichert,  a  student  at 
Inglenook  High  School,  told  TBP, 
"We've  had  lots  of  gay  students  and 
some  gay  teachers  here  and  there's 
been  no  problem,  but  that's  not  true 
elsewhere.  It  will  take  a  long  time  for 
attitudes  to  change,  but  if  the 
schools  don't  take  a  role  in  this,  who 

wiii?"n 


student,  quietly  recounted  some  of  his 
own  experiences  of  isolation,  fear  and 
ignorance.  He  received  no  help  from 
anyone  in  the  school  system  as  he 
struggled  with  being  "different."  "Like 
most  homosexuals,  I  had  to  adjust  on 
my  own,"  he  stated. 

Terry  Phillips,  a  teacher  at  Toronto's 
Regent  Park  School  and  spokesman  for 
the  Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  told 
his  employers:  "We  are  no  longer  pre- 
pared to  hide  and  lie;  we  are  what  we 
are." 

Tom  Greenfield,  speaking  for  Gay 
Fathers  of  Toronto,  said  he  was  at  the 
meeting  as  a  parent  and  as  a  taxpayer, 
and  Chris  Lawrence  told  the  subcom- 
mittee that  "there  are  few  support 
systems  and  even  fewer  role  models" 
for  students  who  are  coping  with  sexual 
attraction  to  members  of  the  same  sex. 

Then  it  was  the  Christians'  turn.  The 
vast  majority  of  the  27  individuals  who 
had  put  their  names  on  the  speakers'  list 
bolstered  their  bigotry  with  the  Bible. 
Some  were  calm  and  articulate.  Others 
were  abusive.  During  a  break,  one  of 
the  latter  spoke  outside  the  meeting 
room  about  the  need  to  protect  "our 
children."  Scott,  a  gay  high-school  stu- 
dent who  had  been  listening  to  the 
delegations  for  several  hours,  said  to 
her,  "But  we  are  your  children." 

"If  you  were  my  son  I'd  have 
drowned  you  at  birth,"  she  replied. 

The  man  who  brought  Anita  Bryant 
to  Toronto,  Rev  Ken  Campbell,  took  20 
minutes  to  call  for  the  resignation  of  the 
nine  trustees  who  had  signed  an  adver- 
tisement in  The  Globe  and  Mail  asking 
Ontario's  Attorney  General  to  drop  his 
appeal  against  TBP's  acquittal.  He  told 
of  the  $20,000  he  has  spent  to  educate 
his  five  children  in  private  schools 
because  of  the  prejudice  the  public 
system  has  against  "normal  parent- 
hood." 

T  A  "Phil"  Reeve  said  that  he  would 
rather  see  his  children  learn  about 
homosexuality  "from  the  gutter.  At 
least  they'll  know  where  it  comes 
from."  Recalling  his  experiences  in 
Canada's  armed  forces,  Reeve  now 
wakes  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and 
shudders  because  "we  fought  the  enemy 
without  only  to  find  now  that  the  enemy 
is  within,  rotting  the  very  thing  we 
fought  to  protect  —  our  families." 

Several  speakers  brought  petitions  in 
support  of  their  arguments.  Henry 
Raston  had  96  signatures  from  residents 
of  his  apartment  building  who  opposed 
"letting  gays  and  lesbians  into  the 
Toronto  schools."  Mrs  Miller,  who 
wanted  all  gays  confined  to  mental  in- 
stitutions and  proclaimed  that  "the 
ultimate  truth  of  heterosexuality  needs 
no  defence,"  had  218  signatures. 

The  only  speaker  who  represented  a 
non-religious  group  of  parents  was 
Merylie  Houston.  In  her  capacity  as  an 
executive  member  of  the  Toronto  East 
Community  Council,  she  has  worked 
closely  with  the  school  board  on  many 
issues.  Had  it  not  been  for  a  call  from  a 
Toronto  Star  reporter,  however,  she 
would  never  have  been  informed  of  the 
proposed  liaison  with  gays. 

She  said  there  was  a  significant  need 
for  such  ongoing  discussion  of  gay  and 
lesbian  concerns.  "But  what's  happen- 


ing tonight  is  out  of  line.  Parent  groups 
have  not  been  consulted.  There  is  a 
proper  process  for  informing  parents 
and  the  trustees  haven't  used  it.  People 
have  only  heard  about  all  of  this 
through  the  sensationalized  reports  in 
the  press.  There  should  be  represen- 
tatives of  parents  from  the  larger  com- 
munity at  this  meeting,"  she  told  TBP. 

Misleading  headlines  and  television 
coverage  have  bedeviled  the  liaison  issue 
since  mid-summer  (see  September's 
TBP).  A  preliminary  meeting  of  the 
board's  subcommittee  on  August  25  was 
turned  into  a  media  event  when  the 
press  showed  up  in  full  force. 

A  horde  of  reporters  also  attended 
the  full  board  meeting  August  28  to 
record  trustee  Alex  Chumak's  attempt 
to  reopen  the  whole  question  of  the  sub- 
committee. He  warned  that  "the  bot- 
tom may  fall  out  of  our  system"  if 
liaison  with  homosexuals  is  established. 
Only  nine  trustees  (five  short  of  the  re- 
quired majority)  voted  to  reconsider  the 
question. 

Although  it  appears  that  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  subcommittee  will  delay  the 
investigation  of  discrimination  against 
gays  and  lesbians  in  the  school  system, 
gay  teacher  Terry  Phillips  remains 
hopeful.  "It's  still  a  step  forward,"  he 
said.  "It  can't  spell  the  end  because 
we're  going  to  keep  coming  back." 

Roger  Spalding 

Motion  condemns 
bias  in  city  schools 

The  full  text  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posed by  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Education's  School  Programs 
Committee: 

WHEREAS,  The  Toronto  Board  of 
Education  will  not  tolerate 
discrimination  against  people 
because  of  sexual  orientation  in 
matters  normally  falling  within  its 
jurisdiction;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Board  feels  that  it  is 
crucial  for  young  people  to  have  a 
fuller  understanding  of  the  world 
around  them,  nonetheless  the 
Board  will  not  countenance  the 
proselytization  of  homosexuality 
within  its  jurisdiction,  therefore 
Be  it  Resolved,  That  item  31  of  the 
Race  Relations  Report  be  amended 
to  read,  "that,  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Education  condemns  and  will  not 
tolerate  any  expressions  of 
racial/ethnic  bias,  nor  bias  on  the 
basis  of  sex  or  sexual  orientation, 
in  any  form  by  its  trustees,  ad- 
ministration, staff  or  students." 
Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  sub- 
committee of  School  Programs 
which  has  been  established  to  ex- 
amine a  homosexual  liaison  com- 
mittee request  a  report  on  whether 
there  is  evidence  of  discrimination 
and  prejudice  against  homosex- 
uals in  the  system,  and  report  to 
the  School  Programs  Committee 
its  findings  together  with  any 
recommendations,  prior  to  its 
deliberations  on  the  need  for  any 
ongoing  mechanism  of  com- 
munication with  the  homosexual 
community. 
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Cops  prowl  shopping  malls 

TORONTO  —  A  new  rash  of  arrests  of 
gay  men  at  suburban  shopping  malls  has 
resulted  in  court  appearances  in  North 
York  Provincial  Court  of  at  least  nine 
men  on  charges  of  committing  an  inde- 
cent act  in  a  public  place. 

At  least  seven  arrests  were  made  as  a 
result  of  incidents  in  washrooms  at 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  Simpsons 
department  stores  in  Fairview  Mall  in 
North  York,  a  suburban  borough  of 
Metropolitan  Toronto.  At  least  two  ar- 
rests were  made  at  Sheridan  Mall,  a 
shopping  centre  in  another  part  of 
North  York.  In  both  plazas  the  police 
had  apparently  been  staking  out  wash- 
rooms at  the  request  of  shopping  centre 
or  store  managements. 

Gay  community  spokesperson  George 
Hislop  told  TBP  that,  when  he  heard 
about  the  Fairview  Mall  arrests,  he  con- 
tacted Deputy  Police  Chief  Jack  Marks. 
As  of  August  27,  Hislop  said,  the  plain- 
clothes unit  that  had  been  operating  in 
the  shopping  centre  had  been  removed. 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  after 
discussions  with  police,  has  apparently 
agreed  to  use  its  own  uniformed  security 
officers  to  patrol  the  washroom  and 
handle  any  problems. 


public  nudity  section  of  the  Criminal 
Code,  used  by  undercover  police  at  the 
Hanlan's  Point  beach  in  the  summers  of 
1978  and  1979. 

The  use  of  the  by-law,  the  breach  of 
which  does  not  constitute  a  criminal  of- 
fence, enables  the  police  to  charge 
anyone  who  is  not  "properly  clothed." 
Men  wearing  tops  but  not  bottoms,  or 
with  swimsuits  or  shorts  pulled  down 
for  sunning,  have  been  favourite  targets 
of  police  in  their  "clean  up  the  beach" 
campaigns  in  recent  years. 

Men  charged  this  season  under  the 
by-law  have  been  given  offence  notices 
and  will  be  processed  under  Ontario  At- 
torney General  Roy  McMurtry's  "Sim- 
ple Justice"  system  (TBP,  BarNone  col- 
umn, September). 

Wanted  new  life,  sent  to  jail 

TORONTO  —  A  transsexual  who  said 
he  robbed  two  banks  because  he  Wanted 
enough  money  to  get  out  of  Toronto 
and  start  a  new  life  has  been  sentenced 
to  four  years  in  penitentiary. 

County  Court  Judge  Arthur  Whealy 
told  David  Allan  Baker  August  25  that 
many  people  have  sexual  identity  pro- 
blems "but  they  don't  go  around 
robbing  banks." 

Defence  counsel  William  Horkins 
said  Baker  suffers  from  "a  complex  per- 
sonality disorder"  and  had  lost  his  job 


Bare  bums  offend  cops 

TORONTO  —  This  year,  Metropolitan 
Toronto  Police  are  using  a  Metro  parks 
by-law  against  Toronto  Island  sun- 
bathers  who  arc  not  clad  to  police  stan- 
dards. 

The  by-law,  which  makes  it  an  of- 
fence to  be  in  the  island  park  area 
without  being  "properly  clothed,"  is  a 
less  severe  alternative  to  the  use  of  the 


shortly  before  the  robberies. 

Five  years  for  stabbing  lover 

TORONTO  —  A  man  charged  with 
murder  in  the  stabbing  death  of  his 
lover  of  13  years  was  sentenced  to  five 
years  in  penitentiary  August  19.  Paulo 
Monette,  32,  pleaded  guilty  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Ontario  to  a  reduced 
charge  of  manslaughter  in  the  March 
18,  1979  death  of  James  Mclntyre,  32. 

Mr  Justice  John  David  Cromarty, 
who  said  Monette's  knife  attack  on  his 
lover  resulted  in  nine  stab  wounds, 
noted  that  he  had  some  doubt  about 
whether  the  crime  was  premeditated  or 
whether,  as  a  psychiatrist  had  testified, 
it  was  the  result  of  "a  sudden  explosion 
of  years  of  frustration  and  oppression." 

Both  men  had  been  drinking  heavily 
the  night  of  Mclntyre's  death,  and 
Monette  testified  that  his  lover  had  had 
him  beaten  up  by  friends  after  an  argu- 
ment earlier  in  the  evening. 

Monette,  who  spoke  with  TBP  before 
the  sentencing,  had  been  hoping  for  a 
sentence  of  around  two  years'  imprison- 
ment. 

Court  shortens  sentence 

WINNIPEG  —  The  Manitoba  Court  of 
Appeal  has  reduced  the  sentence  of 
Winnipeg  businessman  John  Arkin  on  a 
homosexual  offence  to  four  from  12 
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months  in  jail. 

The  court  ruled  that  Arkin  had  been 
convicted  on  weak  evidence.  It  also 
found  errors  of  law  in  the  original  deci- 
sion by  a  Provincial  Court  trial  judge. 

Arkin,  52,  a  former  volunteer  coun- 
sellor at  the  Manitoba  Youth  Centre, 
was  one  of  15  men  charged  in  a  sensa- 
tionalized "male  prostitution  ring  scan- 
dal" orchestrated  by  the  Winnipeg 
police. 

Cops  charged  with  ball  busting 

TORONTO  —  Four  senior 
Metropolitan  Toronto  police  officers  — 
three  sergeants  and  a  staff  sergeant  — 
pleaded  not  guilty  September  8  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Ontario  to  charges  of 
wounding  and  indecently  assaulting  a 
suspect  in  a  robbery  case  they  were  in- 
vestigating. 

Rodney  Edward  Turner,  24,  currently 
serving  a  nine-year  sentence  for  armed 
robbery,  told  a  jury  that  shortly  after 
being  interrogated  May  15,  1979  by  four 
police  officers,  he  was  stripped,  hand- 
cuffed, blindfolded  and  tortured.  Staff 
Sergeant  Bert  Novis,  49.  and  Sergeants 
Ronald  Totty,  34,  John  Jackson,  45. 
and  Patrick  Kelly,  47,  are  on  trial  for 
injuries  allegedly  inflicted  on  Turner 
after  he  refused  to  answer  questions 
about  a  robbery  and  asked  to  speak  to  a 
lawyer. 

Turner  told  the  court  that  while  he 
was  blindfolded  something  cold  was 
placed  around  his  scrotum,  squeezed, 
and  pulled  downward  five  tunes  while 
lie  screamed.  He  suffered  a  4-inch  tear 
to  the  scrotum,  and  flesh  was  cut  awa) 
exposing  one  lesticle.  he  said.  This  re- 
quired eight  days'  hospitalization  and 

numerous  follow  up  visits  tot  medical 

attention. 

The  trial  continues  before  Mr  Justice 

Patrick  Oahtgan. 
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Dr  Stan  Hudecki  (left),  NDP  candidate  Miriam  Simpson  and  HUGS  president  Mike  Bazinet 


Lukewarm  Liberal 
wins  Hamilton  riding 

HAMILTON  —  A  by-election  in  the 
federal  riding  of  Hamilton  West  was 
won  September  8  by  Liberal  Dr  Stan 
Hudecki,  the  candidate  described  by 
Hamilton  gay  groups  as  the  least  sup- 
portive of  gay  concerns. 

Hudecki  wrested  the  riding  from  the 
Conservatives,  who  held  it  for  the  last 
12  years.  The  seat  became  vacant  when 
MP  Lincoln  Alexander  resigned  to 
become  head  of  Ontario's  Workmen's 
Compensation  Board. 

Hudecki's  stand  on  gay  issues  came 
to  light  at  an  all-candidates  meeting 
August  20  organized  by  Hamilton 
United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a  coali- 
tion of  four  independent  groups.  About 
65  people  turned  up  to  hear  Hudecki 
and  NDP  candidate  Miriam  Simpson 
speak  on  gay  rights  issues.  PC  hopeful 
Jackie  Isbester  was  unable  to  attend, 
but  sent  a  written  reply  to  the  five  ques- 
tions prepared  for  the  candidates  by 
HUGS. 

Gayline's  Bruce  Fargen  told  TBP  that 
Simpson  reiterated  NDP  support  for 
gay  rights,  and  faced  few  questions 
from  the  crowd.  However,  he  described 
audience  reaction  as  "stunned"  when 
Hudecki  explained  that  gay  people 


Parents  must  be  told 
if  child  gay,  say  cops 

HAMILTON  —  "If  a  child  is  found  in 
the  company  of  a  known  criminal  or  a 
person  who  admits  he  is  a  homosexual, 
a  police  officer  would  be  remiss  in  his 
duties  if  he  did  not  bring  this  to  the 
attention  of  the  parents  or  guardian." 
That  policy  was  defended  in  letters 
dated  August  13  and  14  from  Deputy 
Chief  of  Police  James  Patterson  and 
Staff  Sergeant  James  Galloway  of  the 
Youth  Branch  of  the  Criminal  Investiga- 
tion Division.  Both  men  cited  sections 
of  the  Juvenile  Delinquency  Act  to 
justify  this  as  Hamilton- Wentworth 
Regional  Police  policy.  The  term  child 
refers  to  anyone  under  the  age  of  16 
years. 

This  practice  came  to  the  attention  of 
Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS) 
when  a  social  worker  in  a  juvenile 


could  be  dangerous  because  they  often 
had  intestinal  problems  and  could  infect 
straights  since  there  were  so  many  gay 
people  in  the  food  service  industry. 
Hudecki  also  cited  the  high  VD  rate 
among  urban  gay  men,  and  said  the 
evidence  wasn't  clear  that  young  people 
wouldn't  be  affected  by  contact  with 
openly  gay  people. 

Fargen  said  Hudecki  supported  pro- 
tection from  discrimination  in  housing 
and  employment,  but  was  uncertain 
whether  gay  people  should  have  equal 
access  to  public  services. 

One  of  the  surprises  of  the  event  was 
the  positive  written  support  from  PC 
candidate  Isbester.  The  Progressive 
Conservative  Party  has  historically  been 
antagonistic  to  gay  rights.  Isbester, 
however,  responded  favourably  to  all 
five  questions,  saying  she  supported 
equalization  of  age  of  consent,  and  was 
opposed  to  exempting  the  armed  forces 
and  the  RCMP  from  any  provision  in 
the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act  which 
would  protect  gay  people  from  dis- 
crimination. 

Although  Mike  Johnstone  of  HUGS 
felt  that  "a  lot  of  people  who  identified 
themselves  as  Liberals  had  changed 
their  minds  at  the  end  of  the  meeting," 
Hudecki  took  the  riding  by  a  margin  of 
more  than  2,000  votes.  Isbester  came 
second,  and  Simpson  ran  a  poor  third. □ 


detention  home  reported  that  he  had 
come  in  contact  with  a  14-year-old  gay 
man  who  had  been  thrown  out  by  his 
parents.  Police  had  notified  them  that 
their  son  had  been  apprehended  after  10 
pm  on  Jackson  Street  —  the  closest 
thing  Hamilton  has  to  a  gay  cruising 
area. 

HUGS  first  telephoned,  and  then 
wrote,  the  Hamilton-Wentworth  police 
seeking  confirmation  of  the  policy. 
"They  couldn't  be  less  concerned  about 
the  welfare  of  a  gay  kid,"  said  HUGS 
spokesperson  Mike  Johnstone,  "and 
they  were  more  than  happy  to  confirm 
that  this  kind  of  harassment  was  their 
policy." 

Sergeant  Galloway's  letter  concluded: 
"I  am  not  aware  of  the  child  you  refer- 
red to  in  your  telephone  conversation, 
but  I  do  concur  with  the  action  taken  by 
the  police  officer  who  returned  the  child 
home."D 


Consensual  sex  with  youths 
earns  dying  man  3-year  jail  term 


HAMILTON  —  A  man  who  says  he  has 
less  than  a  year  to  live  was  sentenced 
anyway  to  three  years  in  prison  for  con- 
sensual sex  with  youths  aged  12  to  16. 

Bruce  Leonard  Musson,  69,  pleaded 
guilty  July  21  to  one  charge  of  indecent 
assault  and  four  charges  of  gross  in- 
decency. There  were  19  original  charges, 
but  the  Crown  did  not  elect  to  proceed 
with  all  of  them. 

Musson  is  quoted  in  the  Globe  and 
Mail  as  saying  "I'll  look  forward  to  the 
next  three  or  four  months  and  call  it 
quits."  He  said  that  he  had  been  told  by 
four  different  hospitals  that  he  would 
never  see  1981.  Defence  council 
Nicholas  White  told  TBP  that  Musson  is 
"certainly  not  well.  He  has  a  heart  con- 
dition." White  also  said  that  County 
Court  Judge  C  S  Lazier' s  three-year 
sentence  was  "rather  higher  than  he  had 
hoped." 


Yahoos  of  August 
menace  London  club 

LONDON  —  Anti-gay  violence  is  on 
the  increase  in  this  usually  quiet  and 
conservative  city. 

During  August,  members  of  HALO 
(the  Homophile  Association  of  London 
Ontario)  have  been  attacked  by  youths 
outside  their  club  premises.  Gangs  have 
also  vandalized  club  members'  cars. 
Four  visitors  to  the  club  were  attacked 
in  the  early  hours  of  August  8,  and  one 
of  the  victims  had  his  wallet  stolen. 

Victoria  Park  is  also  becoming  a  dan- 
gerous cruising  area.  One  man  received 
a  broken  nose  during  an  attack  by  a 
group  of  youths. 

The  London  City  Police  have  been 
very  co-operative  in  dealing  with  com- 
plaints. Several  suspects  have  been  ar- 
rested and  charged  with  assault  and  /or 
robbery. 

Ed  Arnett,  chairperson  of  the  HALO 
executive,  told  TBP  that  "incidents  of 
this  nature  seem  to  occur  mostly  during 
the  month  of  August,"  and  added  that 
"security  for  the  club  has  been  beefed 
up."  He  also  cautioned  people  to  take 
great  care  when  walking  alone  at  night. 
Paul  WollastonD 


Anti-tackiness  raid 
lands  leader  in  court 

PETERBOROUGH  —  October  6  has 
been  set  as  the  trial  date  for  David 
Ramsden,  self-confessed  ring  leader  of 
the  local  Committee  Against  Racism 
and  Tackiness.  CARAT's  most  recent 
caper,  last  April  29,  liberated  four 
flamingos,  two  Black  jockeys,  a  Black 
lantern  holder,  two  gnomes,  a  grey  rab- 
bit, three  swans,  Snow  White  and  all 
seven  dwarfs. 

The  25-year-old  Ramsden,  well- 
known  in  the  Peterborough  area  for 
fine  musicianship,  gay  activism  and  a 
flair  for  drama,  faces  a  charge  of  theft 


Crown  counsel  painted  a  picture  of 
Musson  as  a  "dirty  old  man"  who  used 
his  old-age  pension  money  to  lure  boys 
home  for  evenings  of  liquor  and  sex. 
However,  White  told  TBP  that  "the  kids 
were  willing  participants,  and  there  was 
never  any  violence  or  coercion  in  any  of 
the  cases."  He  said  he  was  not  sure  how 
the  matter  came  to  the  attention  of  the 
police,  but  that  Musson  had  been  charg- 
ed with  similar  offences  two  or  three 
times  before  and  may  have  been  under 
observation. 

"Those  kids  were  not  as  stupid  or  in- 
nocent as  the  Crown  made  them  out  to 
be,"  White  said.  He  also  told  the  court 
that  some  of  them  returned  to  visit  the 
convicted  man  15  or  20  times,  and  even 
followed  him  around  from  place  to 
place  when  he  moved. 

Gerald  Hannon    i 


over  $200  and  six  charges  of  theft  under 
$200  for  what  he  describes  as  "social 
comment." 

Ramsden  intends  to  plead  guilty  to 
the  charges  and  to  "throw  himself  on 
the  mercy  of  the  court." 

Some  observers  in  this  southern 
Ontario  city  have  condemned  CARAT's 
crimes  as  reprehensible.  But  in  other 
quarters,  support  for  the  "free  the 
flamingos"  movement  is  burgeoning. 
Toronto  Star  columnist  Lynda  Hurst 
says  CARAT  deserves  the  O  Canada 
award  for  having  its  heart,  if  not  its 
head,  in  the  right  place.  She  says  David 
Ramsden's  mission  is  a  worthy  one: 
"There  are  several  streets  in  Scar- 
borough that  would  be  aesthetically 
improved  by  a  man  of  his  vision."  □ 


Groups  plan  protest 
to  "Ban  the  Klan" 

TORONTO  —  The  establishment  of  an 
office  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  in  an  east- 
end  neighbourhood  has  generated  an 
angry  response  from  dozens  of  commu- 
nity groups  and  organizations,  including 
the  gay  community. 

A  recently  formed  organization  call- 
ing itself  the  Ad  Hoc  Coalition  for 
Racial  Equality  is  organizing  a  march 
and  rally  October  4  to  "Ban  the  Klan." 
The  demonstration,  which  will  go  down 
Yonge  Street  to  Attorney  General  Roy 
McMurtry's  office,  will  begin  with  a 
12-noon  rally  at  Ramsden  Park,  north 
of  Yonge  and  Bloor. 

Aldermanic  candidate  George  Hislop 
has  been  asked  to  address  the  rally  on 
behalf  of  the  gay  community.  The  Klan 
has  recently  been  supplementing  its 
traditional  racial  violence  in  the  US  with 
attacks  on  gays.  There  have  been 
reports  that  Klan  members  were  acting 
as  bodyguards  for  Anita  Bryant  in 
several  southern  states.  □ 
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Graduation  speech  urges  pride 

WETASKAWIN,  AB  —  The  good 
burghers  of  this  town  of  6,500  sixty-five 
km  south  of  Edmonton  were  in  a  mild 
uproar  following  the  June  6  graduation 
ceremony  of  Wetaskawin  Composite 
High  School.  The  keynote  speaker  was 
Edmonton's  Theatre  3  Artistic  Director 
and  former  WCHS  drama  teacher  Keith 
Digby. 

Digby's  address  to  the  graduating 
class  of  150  urged  them  to  "state  and 
adhere"  to  their  beliefs  in  the  face  of 
adversity  and  went  on:  "Some  of  you 
out  there  are  gay....  The  fight  to  be  as 
proud  of  your  sexuality  as  your 
heterosexual  brothers  and  sisters  are  of 
theirs,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  I  can 
imagine." 

The  theme  of  the  keynote  address  was 
to  be  "We  shall  not  pass  this  way 
again."  Digby  does  not  expect  to  be 
asked  to. 

Killers  at  each  other's  throats 

KINGSTON  —  A  charge  of  wounding 
has  been  laid  against  Josef  Woods  in  the 
August  24  stabbing  of  Saul  Betesh.  The 
two  men,  along  with  Robert  Kribs,  are 
in  protective  custody  at  the  Regional 
Reception  Centre  (formerly  the  King- 
ston Penitentiary)  following  their  con- 
viction for  the  1977  rape-murder  of 
Emanuel  Jaques. 

Betesh,  who  has  twice  attempted 
suicide,  was  returned  to  the  maximum 
security  prison  from  hospital  the  next 
day,  and  is  recovering  from  stab 
wounds  to  the  throat. 

Werner  Grucncr,  charged  with  the 
same  crime  but  acquitted,  was  arrested 
August  17  at  the  Canadian  National  Ex- 


hibition grounds  and  charged  with  being 
a  common  nuisance.  He  was  reported  to 
be  breathing  fire  on  passers-by. 

He  was  freed  on  bail  August  25  on 
condition  he  receive  testing  at  the 
Clarke  Institute  of  Psychiatry  and 
report  weekly  to  a  parole  officer. 

Gruener's  1978  acquittal  is  being  ap- 
pealed by  the  Crown. 

Emergency  by-law  still  a  threat 

TORONTO  —  Civil  libertarians  and 
two  Toronto  alderpersons,  Pat  Shep- 
pard  and  Allan  Sparrow,  have  de- 
nounced the  rewritten  version  of  the 
proposed  Metro  emergency  by-law  as 
still  too  vague,  sweeping  and  threaten- 
ing. 

The  proposed  by-law,  which  drew 
protest  at  its  introduction  last  February, 
would  cover  emergency  conditions  such 
as  airplane  crash  or  civil  disturbance. 

Sheppard  and  other  critics  maintain 
that  "civil  disturbance"  could  be  inter- 
preted by  politicians  as  a  legal  strike,  a 
social  or  political  protest,  or  a  legitimate 
political  gathering.  "We  should  be  con- 
cerned with  the  abuse  of  power  as  much 
as  we  are  about  setting  up  neat  co- 
ordinating systems,"  Sheppard  said. 

Bishops'  blessings  sought 

Following  a  vote  of  confidence  from  the 
Anglican  Church,  the  Catholic  gay 
organization  Dignity  and  the  Coalition 
for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  have 
canvassed  the  province's  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  for  statements  sup- 
porting the  inclusion  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code. 

To  date,  former  CGRO  Executive 
Secretary  Harold  Dcsmarais  has  re- 
ceived responses  to  the  August  mailing 
from  the  offices  of  Archbishop  J  A 
Plourde  of  Ottawa  and  Bishop  A  Carter 
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(brother  of  the  Cardinal)  of  Sault  Ste 
Marie. 

Plourde's  secretary  has  suggested  an 
approach  to  the  Ontario  Catholic 
Bishop's  Conference,  to  be  held  Oc- 
tober 6-8,  and  Carter  has  forwarded 
Desmarais's  letter  to  the  conference  ex- 
ecutive. (Carter  and  Plourde  are  two  of 
four  members  of  that  executive.)  Con- 
tacted at  his  Windsor  home,  Desmarais 
called  the  response  "positive  and  en- 
couraging." 

In  May,  on  behalf  of  the  Ontario 
House  of  Anglican  Bishops,  the  Most 
Reverend  Lewis  Garnsworthy,  Metro- 
politan of  Ontario,  wrote  to  Premier 
Bill  Davis,  urging  assurance  of  "just 
treatment  in  our  province  for  homosex- 
uals." The  church's  provincial  council 
passed  a  resolution  April  17  affirming 
"equal  justice  in  regard  to  employment 
in  common  with  all  Ontario  citizens" 
for  gays.  These  statements  reiterate  the 
position  taken  by  the  Anglican  Church 
of  Canada  in  February,  1978. 

City  plans  Metamorphosis 

SASKATOON  —  Thanksgiving 
weekend,  October  10-13,  is  the  date  for 
the  third  annual  Metamorphosis,  a 
Prairie  Celebration  of  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men.  The  three-day  cultural  festival  will 
include  a  coffee  house,  dances,  work- 
shops on  mime,  improvisation,  relating 
to  the  deaf,  gay  male  feminism  and  the 
arts,  and  women's  self-defence.  Sun- 
day's concert  features  Chris  Tanner 
from  San  Francisco,  Carol  Street  and 
David  Sereda  of  Vancouver,  and  Win- 
nipeg's Painted  Ladies. 

Registration  fee  prior  to  October  1  is 
$15;  after  that,  $20. 

For  tickets  or  information  write: 
Metamorphosis  Committee,  Box  7508, 
Saskatoon,  SK  or  phone  Mark  Eriksson 
at  (106)  242-1706. 


Cops  urge  park  curfew 

CALGARY  —  A  proposal  to  enforce 
an  1 1  o'clock  curfew  on  Central  Park, 
the  city's  prime  outdoor  cruising  area, 
has  met  with  opposition  from  both  the 
gay  community  and  the  local  press. 

The  curfew  idea  was  proposed  by  the 
police  as  a  solution  to  the  problem  of 
increased  violence  in  the  park,  including 
assaults  against  gay  men. 

Calgary  Herald  columnist  Joanne 
Ramondt  described  the  idea  as  the  "ban 
the  victim"  approach,  while  gay  activist 
Bob  Harris  asked  "Why  don't  the  cops 
just  be  around  more  and  enforce  the 
assault  laws?"D 

Collective  produces  TV  show 

WINNIPEG  —  The  Gay  Media  Collec- 
tive has  produced  a  weekly  TV  pro- 
gramme called  Coming  Out,  shown  on 
the  local  Videon  cable  station,  channel 
13,  at  8:00  Saturday  evening.  The  half- 
hour  programme  uses  a  film  and  discus- 
sion format  to  present  political  and 
lifestyle  issues  relevant  to  gays.  The  col- 
lective welcomes  all  lesbians  and  gay 
men  interested  in  helping,  especially 
those  with  media  experience. 

For  information,  contact  Gays  for 
Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Winnipeg, 
MB  R3T  2N2,  or  phone  (204)  269-8678. 

New  group  offers  workshops 

VANCOUVER  —  A  group  o\  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  affiliated  with  the  Cold 
Mountain  Institute,  have  formed  the 
Weaver  Institute.  The  group  leaden  are 
trained  and  experienced  in  humanistic 
experiential  group  process,  and  will  of- 
fer workshops  using  personal  en- 
counter, gestalt  and  pcychodrama. 

I  or  information  about  the 
workshops,  call  (604)  6S4  S355.D 
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Black  man  is  first 
to  be  Democratic 


NEW  YORK  —  In  a  move  to  increase 
gay  visibility  at  August's  Democratic 
Party  convention,  Mel  Boozer,  the 
black  president  of  Washington,  DCs 
Gay  Activist  Alliance,  ran  as  the  first 
openly  gay  candidate  for  the  party's 
vice-presidential  nomination.  Boozer,  a 
college  professor,  is  also  president  of 
Washington's  Gertrude  Stein  Demo- 
cratic Club.  His  candidacy  was  spon- 
sored by  an  87-member  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Caucus  of  convention  delegates. 

Boozer  withdrew  his  nomination  in 
order  to  obtain  an  opportunity  to  ad- 
dress the  convention  on  lesbian  and  gay 
issues.  In  his  withdrawal  speech  he 
spoke  movingly  of  his  personal  ex- 
periences with  prejudice.  "I  know  what 
it  means  to  be  called  a  nigger  and  I 
know  what  it  means  to  be  called  a  fag- 
got, and  I  understand  the  difference  in 
the  marrow  of  my  bones,"  he  told  the 
assembled  delegates.  "And  I  can  sum 
up  that  difference  in  one  word:  none. 
Bigotry  is  bigotry." 

Boozer's  declaration  was  favourably 
received  by  many  of  the  delegates,  but  a 
few  boos  were  heard  at  the  conclusion 
of  his  speech.  Despite  the  withdrawal  of 
his  nomination,  he  had  accumulated  49 
votes  when  the  voting  was  halted 
halfway  through  the  roll  call.  (By  that 
point,  Vice-President  Mondale  had 
received  the  majority  vote  necessary  for 
renomination.) 

None  of  the  three  national  televison 
networks  covered  the  nominating  and 
withdrawal  speeches.  Among  the 
printed  media,  coverage  was  limited  to 
New  York  and  Washington  newspapers. 

Boozer  was  nominated  by  the  co- 
chairs  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus: 
Bill  Kraus,  a  Kennedy  delegate  from 
California  and  president  of  the  Harvey 
Milk  Democratic  Club,  and  Ginny 
Apuzzo,  a  Carter  delegate  from  New 


open  gay 
VP  candidate 

York.  Both  of  their  speeches  called 
upon  the  Democratic  Party  to  honour 
their  platform  plank  calling  for  an  end 
to  anti-gay  discrimination.  This  plank 
was  included  in  the  party  platform  for 
the  first  time  this  year. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  received 
strong  support  for  the  Boozer  candidacy 
from  black,  feminist  and  socialist 
delegates.  National  Organization  of 
Women  president  Ellie  Smeal  told  a 
press  conference  called  to  announce 
Boozer's  candidacy  that  feminists  and 
gays  "are  the  progressives  of  this  society 
and  the  only  hope  against  the  New 
Right. "D 


Israeli  cabinet  stalls 
full  decriminalization 

TEL  AVIV  —  The  Israeli  cabinet  has  re- 
jected a  bill  proposed  by  its  legislation 
committee  which  would  have  decrim- 
inalized homosexual  acts  between  con- 
senting adults. 

Justice  minister  Shmuel  Tamir,  who 
resigned  shortly  afterwards  for  un- 
related reasons,  argued  in  favour  of  the 
bill.  "There  is  no  justification  in  this 
day  and  age  for  the  state  to  interfere  in 
a  private  activity  which  is  solely  a  mat- 
ter between  individuals,"  he  said. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  minister  of 
the  interior  Dr  Yosef  Burg.  Burg,  a 
leader  of  the  National  Religious  Party, 
said  his  objections  were  on  moral  and 
social  rather  than  religious  grounds. 
Arguing  that  the  law  making  homosex- 
uality a  criminal  offence  should  remain 
in  force,  even  if  not  invoked,  Burg 
warned  his  government  that  legalization 
would  make  Israel  the  "world  centre" 
for  homosexuals. 

The  cabinet  did  move  to  reduce  the 
penalty  for  gay  sex  to  one  year  from  ten 
years  in  jail,  even  though  the  law  had 
not  been  applied  by  police  or  pros- 
ecutors for  the  last  few  years.  As  well, 
the  government  decriminalized  bestiality 
and  heterosexual  sodomy.  □ 

New  Zealand  to  ban 
14  lesbian  books? 

WELLINGTON  —  New  Zealand 
authorities  are  attempting  to  ban  14 
well-known  lesbian  books. 

Police  raided  the  OUT  bookstore  in 
Auckland  in  late  June,  seizing  copies  of 
14  lesbian  works  and  one  gay  male 
book.  The  books,  which  include  such 
well-known  titles  as  Lesbian  Woman, 
Lesbian  Body,  Lesbian  Nation,  Sexual 
Politics,  and  Our  Right  to  Love,  are 
now  being  studied  by  the  Indecent 
Publications  Tribunal,  a  government 
censorship  body. 


Spain  bows  to  growing  pressure, 
grants  legal  status  to  gay  group 


BARCELONA  —  Mounting  pressure 
from  a  wide  range  of  groups  has  forced 
the  Spanish  government  to  recognize 
formally  the  Catalan  Gay  Liberation 
Front  (FAGC).  The  announcement  July 
15  marks  the  first  time  that  Spain  has 
officially  recognized  a  gay  organization. 

FAGC  had  applied  for  legal  recogni- 
tion in  November  1978,  but  then- 
minister  of  the  interior  Martin  Villa 
refused  on  the  grounds  that  such  offi- 
cial recognition  would  endanger  "public 
morals,  public  order  and  the  general 
well-being  of  a  democratic  society." 

Last  December,  more  than  6,000 
people  gathered  in  Barcelona  to  demon- 
strate their  support  of  the  organization. 
One  thousand  public  figures  and  intel- 
lectuals signed  a  petition  to  the  govern- 
ment calling  for  FAGC's  legalization. 
Public  backing  was  also  received  from 
50  town  councils  representing  more 
than  75%  of  the  Catalan  population. 
Women's,  young  people's,  left-wing 


and  trade-union  organizations  also 
announced  their  support. 

In  Madrid,  both  the  Spanish  commu- 
nist party  and  the  Spanish  socialist  party 
raised  the  question  in  parliament  and 
demanded  that  the  government  change 
its  position. 

"Homosexuality  isn't  officially 
illegal,"  said  FAGC  co-ordinator  Jordi 
Petit.  "But  our  legal  system  is  still 
staffed  with  fascist  judges  who  apply 
vaguely  worded  laws  on  prostitution 
and  public  scandal  to  imprison  gay 
people.  Now  that  a  gay  organization  has 
been  legally  recognized  by  the  govern- 
ment, this  has  to  stop.  Homosexuality 
can  no  longer  be  judged  scandalous  or 
against  public  morals.  We  can  no  longer 
be  prevented  from  speaking  in  the 
schools  on  the  grounds  that  we  are  an  il- 
legal organization.  We're  also  in  a 
stronger  position  to  demand  improved 
cultural  and  health  facilities  for  gay 
people.  "□ 


The  police  acted  after  receiving  a 
complaint  from  the  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Community  Standards,  a 
right-wing  group  which  led  a  campaign 
to  ban  Penthouse  earlier  this  year. 

Several  American  gay  male  soft-core 
porn  magazines  have  already  been 
declared  indecent  by  the  tribunal  on  the 
ground  that  male  homosexual  acts  are 
illegal  in  New  Zealand.  The  move 
against  the  lesbian  books  came  as  more 
of  a  surprise  since  there  is  no  law 
against  lesbian  sex  for  women  over  16. 

It  is  rumoured  that  a  bill  to  legalize 
homosexuality  will  soon  come  before 
the  New  Zealand  Parliament.  A  similar 
bill  was  withdrawn  last  year  after  it  was 
opposed  by  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  (NGRC)  because  it  would 
have  set  the  age  of  consent  for  gay  sex 
at  20.  Sex  is  legal  for  heterosexuals  at 
16,  and  the  NGRC  demands  equality  in 
age  of  consent  for  gay  and  straight  sex. 
The  new  bill  will  probably  propose  18  as 
the  gay  age  of  consent.  □ 

New  Frisco  system 
may  defuse  gay  vote 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Ultraconser- 
vatives  and  downtown  business  interests 
won  an  election  victory  here  August  19 
when  voters  passed  by  a  very  narrow 
margin  a  measure  repealing  district  elec- 
tions for  city  supervisors. 

Under  the  new  system,  the  entire 
1 1 -member  board  of  supervisors  will  be 
elected  at  large  rather  than  by  district. 
This  new  method  makes  it  far  more  dif- 
ficult for  gays  and  racial  minorities  to 
gain  full  political  representation.  The 
repeal  measure  was  strongly  opposed  by 
Harry  Britt,  the  city's  only  openly  gay 
supervisor,  and  by  several  other  black 
and  women  supervisors. 

The  repeal's  city-wide  margin  of  vic- 
tory was  extremely  small,  with  a  cushion 
of  only  1,596  votes  out  of  a  total 
137,000  cast.  Districts  with  heavy  con- 
centrations of  black  or  gay  people  voted 
in  a  range  of  64%  to  72%  against 
repeal,  while  wealthier  districts  ranged 
from  67%  to  75%  in  favour  of  the 
proposition.  Absentee  ballots,  accoun- 
ting for  15%  of  the  total  vote,  went 
70%  for  repeal.  The  historically  conser- 
vative absentee  vote  had  been  a  specific 
target  of  a  well-financed  campaign  of 
business  interests. 

The  election  turnout  was  quite  poor, 
with  less  than  35%  of  the  city's  404,000 
registered  voters  casting  their  ballots. 

The  anti-repeal  forces  had  attempted 
to  have  the  measure  delayed  until  the 
November  ballot  when  the  turnout 
would  have  been  significantly  higher 
and,  presumably,  more  favourable  to 
their  position.  Repeal  advocates  wanted 
a  special  summer  election  for  the  same 
reasons,  and  they  obtained  a  court 
order  which  forced  the  August  vote.  A 
previous  repeal  effort  brought  to  a  vote 
in  the  November  1977  general  election 
had  been  defeated. 

Speaking  of  the  low  voter  turnout, 
Britt  described  the  election  results  as 
similar  to  "one  of  those  Latin  American 
coups  where  the  right-wing  generals 
sneak  in  and  seize  the  palace  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  when  no  one  is 
looking. . . .  The  people  will  be  angry. ' '  □ 
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Evidence  mounts: 
cops  murdered  man 

HOUSTON  —  Further  evidence 
suggesting  foul  play  in  the  June  28 
shooting  of  gay  activist  Fred  Paez  has 
came  to  light  here.  Paez,  active  in  a 
campaign  against  police  brutality,  died 
shortly  after  being  shot  in  the  back  of 
the  head  by  an  off-duty  policeman. 

The  coroner's  investigation  of  Paez's 
death  concluded  that  he  was  not  shot  at 
close  range,  but  from  a  distance  of 
several  feet.  This  evidence  appears  to 
contradict  the  police  contention  that 
Paez  was  accidentally  shot  in  the  course 
of  a  struggle  for  the  officer's  gun. 

The  two  police  officers  involved  in 
the  incident  were  both  drunk  and 
improperly  using  their  firearms  (TBP, 
September).  Despite  this  new  evidence, 
no  charges  have  been  laid  against 
them.D 

Colombians  publish 
new  gay  mag,  book 

BOGOTA  —  The  Colombian  gay 
movement  has  launched  what  is  hoped 
will  be  that  country's  first  regular  gay 
magazine,  Ventana  Gay. 

The  first  issue  features  stories  on  the 
International  Gay  Association,  gays  in 
Cuba,  gay  pride,  the  legal  situation  in 
Colombia  ,  gays  in  the  church,  reviews, 
and  classified  ads. 

A  small  "theoretical"  journal,  El 
Otro,  has  been  published  irregularly 
from  Medellin  for  the  last  few  years. 

Meanwhile,  Dr  Ebel  Botero  has  just 
published  a  book  entitled  Homofilia  y 
Homofobia  which  challenges  Colom- 


bian prejudices  and  myths  about  gay 
people. 

Colombia  is  now  the  second  South 
American  country  with  a  gay  liberation 
press.  Brazil  still  leads  the  way  with  a 
number  of  gay  magazines. 

Ventana  Gay  can  be  reached  by 
writing  R  Alfonso  Parra  N,  Ap  Aero 
5434,  Bogota  DE  Colombia.  □ 

Young  Scots  demand 
lower  age  of  consent 

LONDON  —  The  Scottish  Criminal 
Justice  Bill  Amendment,  passed  in  the 
House  of  Commons  July  22,  has 
become  a  centre  for  controversy  as  it 
waits  to  be  debated  in  the  House  of 
Lords  October  6.  The  amendment 
legalizes  gay  sex  for  consenting  adults 
21  years  or  over. 

The  bill  has  been  labeled  the  "orgy 
law"  since  it  does  not  include  the  "two 
men  only"  restriction  of  the  1967 
English  act  legalizing  gay  sex. 

Major  opposition  to  the  bill  has  come 
from  those  objecting  to  the  age  of  con- 
sent being  set  as  high  as  21 .  "If  we  are 
to  say,  as  we  do  in  Scotland,  that  a  man 
of  16  is  considered  responsible  enough 
to  marry  and  bring  up  a  family  without 
parental  consent,  it  is  even  more 
ludicrous  to  say  that  we  deem  a  man  of 
twenty  to  be  not  capable  of  deciding 
with  whom  he  wishes  to  go  to  bed," 
said  David  Steel,  leader  of  the  Liberal 
Party. 

Young  Scottish  gays  have  responded 
by  setting  up  their  own  groups  to  fight 
for  equalization  of  age-of-consent  laws 
for  gays  and  straights. 

"Wc  want  to  point  out  to  people  that 


we  are  not  being  forced  into  our  gayness 
by  older  people,"  said  Brian  Allison, 
the  19-year-old  co-ordinator  of  the 
Glasgow  Gay  Youth  Group.  "It's  our 
free  choice." 

In  Edinburgh,  a  gay  youth  group  was 
formed  the  day  after  Parliament  passed 
the  new  law.  "We  started  the  group 
because  of  the  change  in  the  law,"  said 
16-year-old  spokesperson  Willie  Waugh. 
"We  were  talking  about  what  was  going 
to  happen  to  the  under  21s  and  we  felt 
the  people  best  able  to  fight  that  clause 
were  those  of  us  who  are  under  21."D 

Murder  probe  told 
to  write  reform  paper 

HONG  KONG  —  The  Yang  Commis- 
sion, set  up  to  investigate  the  death  of 
Scottish  policeman  John  MacLennan, 
has  been  instructed  to  widen  its  in- 
vestigation so  that  it  can  prepare  a 
report  for  the  Hong  Kong  Law  Reform 
Commission.  The  report  is  to  include  a 
comparative  study  of  laws  regulating 
homosexual  activity  in  different  coun- 
tries, medical  opinion  on  the  subject, 
and  an  investigation  of  links  between 
homosexuality,  blackmail  and  prostitu- 
tion in  the  colony. 

Officer  John  MacLennan  had  been 
murdered  just  before  he  was  to  be 
charged  with  several  homosexual  of- 
fences. There  is  speculation  he  was 
silenced  because  of  his  knowledge  of 
police  links  to  organized  gay  prostitu- 
tion. 

The  commission,  which  has  decided 
to  meet  in  closed  session,  also  appointed 
a  lawyer  to  represent  the  family  of  the 
deceased  officer.  This  move  drew  criti- 
cism from  Urban  Councillor  Elsie 
Elliot,  who  had  offered  to  obtain  an  in- 


dependent lawyer  for  the  enquiry.  "This 
attitude  (of  the  government)  will  do 
nothing  to  quiet  public  suspicion  which 
at  the  moment  is  widespread,  nor  does 
it  help  encourage  witnesses  to  speak 
out,"  she  said. 

Elliot  has  been  a  leading  figure  in  ex- 
posing government  attempts  to  arrange 
a  cover-up  in  the  case.  She  has  now  call- 
ed for  an  independent  enquiry  in 
Britain. 

The  Scottish  Homosexual  Rights 
Group  (SHRG)  has  sent  evidence  to  the 
Yang  Commission,  and  joined  those 
calling  for  reform  of  the  colony's  anti- 
gay  laws.  The  SHRG  added  that  many 
gay  Chinese  from  Hong  Kong  are  com- 
ing to  the  UK  to  escape  persecution  at 
home. 

Meanwhile,  Attorney  General  John 
Griffiths  has  refused  to  declare  an 
amnesty  for  people  prosecuted  for  gay 
sex  during  the  period  that  the  commis- 
sion is  considering  the  matter.  □ 

Pennsylvania  votes 
to  halt  use  of  poppers 

HARRISBURG,  PA  —  The  Pennsyl- 
vania House  voted  overwhelmingly  June 
1 1  to  ban  butyl  nitrate,  common!) 
known  as  "poppers,"  adding  it  to  a  list 
of  drugs  outlawed  within  the  state.  If 
the  bill  also  passes  the  Pennsylvania 
Senate  it  will  become  la* 

Under  the  new  law  .  possession  Of 
butyl  nitrate  would  be  a  misdemeanor. 
while  its  sale  or  distribution  would 
become  ■  felony,  punishable  b>  up  to 
five  years  m  prison  and  a  SI 5,000  fine. 
A  leading  manufacture!  Of  poppers. 

Pacific  Western  Distributers  ol  San 
Francisco,  has  sowed  to  fight  the  law  in 

court. D 
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Coming  soon  in  New 
York  City  A  Big  Ruby  s 
nn  International 

OUNT  WITH  THIS  AD 


the  IIXIIM  place 
&  one  of  the  largest- 

Rates:  31  UN,TS 

Rooms  14-28 
Efff.  &  Apts.  32-68 

•  Rooms  &  Apartments 

•  Sauna  &  T.V.  Room 

•  Pool.  Jacuzzi,  &  Cafe 

•  In  Historic  Old  Town. 

(305)  294-6284 

1 1 29  Fleming  St.,  Key  West,  FL  33040 


GlQCOn      Casual  luxury. 

Lowe       Thoughtful 
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OOOFTOD 

I  \  Cafe  &  Bar    | 

310  FRONT  ST,  KEY  WEST 
294-2042 
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Cypress  House 
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It's  like 


IN  KEY  WEST 


ionkecping, 
OUSe      &  Sensible  prices 

409  Willum  Sl  (305)294-5969 


staying  with  a 
friend 
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Key  Lodge  is  a  little  different.  We're 

in  the  heart  of  Old  Town*.  The 

•nvironment  it  friendly  and 

private. .   the  company,  mixed. . . 

the  accommodations,  first  rata! 

Individually  decorated  rooms  and 

heated  pool.  Every  room  enjoy* 

color  TV,  A  C. 

refrigerator,  phone 

and  ceiling  fans. 
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418  United  St.  Key  WeM,  33040  (305)  2M4-8345 


601  Caroline  Street 

Key  West.  Florida  33040 

(305)  CVpreSS  4  6969 

Luxury  in  Old  Key  West 


LIGHTHOUSE  COURT 

An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments, 
guesthouse,  cottage  with  private  guest  accom- 
modations, health  club,  and  pool. 
Across  from  the  Hemingway  House 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  Fl.  33040 
X  (305)  294-9588 


(bc!  key  west  club  bath  a\  lodge 


FOR  RESERVATIONS,     800-327-7076 

FREE  BROCHURE  wvw  «*«.»    rviv 

In  Fla.  or  outside  continental  U.S.  call  305-294-5239 
or  write  Dennis,  621  Truman  Awe.  Key  West,  FL  33040 
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Navy  drops  "lesbian"  charges 
after  sailors  win  in  two  cases 


LONG  BEACH,  CA  —  The  US  Navy 
dropped  charges  August  21  against  the 
last  four  women  sailors  accused  of  les- 
bian activity  aboard  the  missile  test  ship 
US  Norton  Sound.  With  the  cessation 
of  disciplinary  procedures  against  the 
four,  the  navy  ended  its  role  in  the 
highly  publicized  case. 

In  the  four  cases  previously  brought 
before  the  Administrative  Discharge 
Board,  the  navy  was  able  to  win  dis- 
charges of  only  two  sailors.  Wendi 
Williams,  25,  of  New  York  and  Alicia 
Harris,  18,  of  Chicago,  two  black 
women  who  were  alleged  lovers,  were 
both  given  general  discharges.  Petty 
Officer  Tangela  Gaskins,  25,  of 
Newark,  NJ  and  Barbara  Lee  Under- 
wood, 22,  of  Orlando,  FL  were  rein- 
stated after  the  board  found  no  evi- 
dence that  they  had  engaged  in  lesbian 
activity.  The  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU),  which  had  represented 
all  eight  women  originally  brought 
before  the  board,  has  announced  its 
intention  to  appeal  the  verdict  on 
Williams  and  Harris. 

The  case  began  when  16  women  sail- 
ors —  nearly  one-third  of  the  entire 
female  crew  and  all  of  the  black  women 
aboard  the  US  Norton  Sound  —  were 
placed  under  investigation  for  lesbian 


Belgian  meet  builds 
IGA  organization 

GHENT,  BELGIUM  —  Fifty  members 
of  the  International  Gay  Association 
opened  the  IGA's  regular  informal  sum- 
mer conference  August  8  with  a  recep- 
tion in  the  16th-century  marriage  chapel 
of  the  Ghent  town  hall. 

The  meeting,  hosted  by  the  Federatie 
Werkgroepen  HomoFilie,  focused  on 
working  out  the  structural  problems  of 
the  organization.  Delegates  discussed 
implementing  more  clearly  democratic 
voting  procedures,  and  strengthening 
the  IGA's  ability  to  deal  with  events 
between  conferences. 

The  question  of  IGA  activities  in 
third  world  countries  also  received  con- 
sideration. It  was  proposed  that  the 
wealthier  groups  should  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Scottish  Homosexual 
Rights  Group  and  help  finance  a  delega- 
tion from  a  third  world  country  to  the 
annual  conference. 

Lesbian  participation  in  the  IGA  con- 
tinues to  grow,  and  planning  is  under- 
way for  an  international  lesbian  con- 
ference before  the  next  IGA  annual 
meeting  in  Italy. □ 

No  legal-aid  funds 
for  gays:  McDonald 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a  July  22 
vote  the  US  House  of  Representatives 
passed  an  anti-gay  amendment  to  the 
Legal  Services  Corporal  ion  appropria- 
tions bill.  The  amendment,  sponsored 
by  Representative  Larry  McDonald 


activity.  Eight  of  the  16  were  eventually 
officially  charged.  ACLU  lawyer  Susan 
McGrievy  characterized  the  entire  pro- 
cess as  a  "disgusting  witchhunt." 

The  eight  women  charged,  and  other 
women  aboard  the  ship,  were  subject  to 
continual  harassment  from  male  sailors 
and  officers.  Pictures  of  naked  women 
were  hung  on  their  berth  doors,  the  epi- 
thet "dyke  den"  was  scrawled  above 
their  berth  spaces,  and  individual 
women  were  singled  out  for  calls  of 
"dyke  bitch"  and  other  insults. 

Sharris  Heusser,  one  of  the  four 
women  against  whom  the  charges  had 
been  dropped,  blamed  much  of  the  har- 
assment on  the  sexism  of  the  navy  men. 
"You're  either  here  to  serve  men  — 
you're  a  whore  —  or  else  you  are  a 
queer,"  she  angrily  said. 

For  most  of  the  women,  the  investiga- 
tion, reviews  and  discharges  have  turned 
them  against  the  navy.  "Regardless  of 
the  outcome  of  this  investigation,  I 
wouldn't  stay  in  the  navy,"  Gaskins 
said.  "They  just  discredited  my  name, 
myself,  destroyed  my  life.  I've  been 
angry  over  it,  I've  cried  about  it,  I've 
laughed  about  it.  But  it's  no  joke." 

"I  was  really  gung-ho  navy,"  Sharris 
Heusser  concluded.  "But  now  I  can't 
get  out  fast  enough. "□ 


(D,  Georgia),  prohibits  legal-aid  fund- 
ing for  civil  and  criminal  cases  "promo- 
ting, defending  or  protecting  homo- 
sexuality." 

This  amendment  must  now  pass  both 
the  US  Senate  and  a  joint  Senate-House 
committee  to  become  law.  If  it  does,  it 
will  severely  limit  funding  for  low- 
income  lesbians  and  gays  involved  in 
cases  concerned  with  sexual  orientation. 

The  Legal  Services  Corporation,  a 
non-profit,  non-governmental  pro- 
gramme funded  by  federal  tax  dollars,  is 
the  major  source  of  revenue  for  the 
hundreds  of  US  legal-aid  clinics  which 
currently  provide  such  services. 

McDonald,  a  public  member  of  the 
far-right  John  Birch  Society,  told  his 
colleagues  that  "...it  is  my  feeling  that 
the  Congress  of  the  Unjted  States 
should  not  spend  a  penny  of  the  tax- 
payers' dollar  to  support,  defend,  pro- 
tect or  legitimize  the  practice  or  acts  of 
homosexuality...."  The  John  Birch 
Society  is  widely  regarded  as  openly 
anti-semitic  and  racist,  as  well  as  anti- 
gay  and  sexist. 

Steve  Endean,  executive  director  of 
the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby,  be- 
lieves that  the  initial  success  of  the 
McDonald  amendment  could  encourage 
the  far  right  to  sponsor  further  legisla- 
tion "cutting  off  gay  access  to  various 
government  programmes. "□ 

International  News  Crediti 
Gay  News,  London;  Pink  Triangle.  New 
Zealand;  Gay  Life,  Chicago;  Guv  (  Omnium 
ly  News,  Boston;  National  Gay  Task  Force 
Mat,  United  States;  The  Blade,  Washing- 
ton, ix  ;  The  Scnimci.  s.m  Francisco;  ihc 
Bay  Area  Reporter,  s.m  Francisco;  Interna- 
tional d.i\  Association,  Amsterdam. 
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Are  you  willing 
to  wait  for  another 
eighteen  years? 


March  11,  1980:  "Amendments  to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
will  be  introduced,  in  consultation  with  community 
organizations,  to  ensure  that  handicapped  people 
in  our  society  are  provided  with  opportunities  and 
services  that  most  of  our  citizens  take  for  granted. 
Other  provisions  to  the  Code  will  also  be 
introduced. "  (Speech  from  the  Throne) 

May  7,  1980:  "The  premier  also  said  the  province  still  plans  to 
amend  the  Human  Rights  Code....  The  Amend- 
ments won 't  provide  protection  from 
discrimination  for  homosexuals,  Davis  said. " 
(The  Toronto  Star,  page  A 16) 

????  1980?:  The  Code  is  amended.  Will  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  Ontario  be  covered? 


That  decision 

is  up  to  you.  Make  your  views  heard 

by  the  legislators! 

Support  the  organization  that  has  been  lobbying  the  decision  makers 
for  the  past  five  years  —  CGRO  —  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario.  To  win  this  battle  we  need  your  support  — financially, 
morally  and  politically.  It  has  been  18  years  since  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code  was  changed.  If  we  don  V  grab  this  chance,  we  may  have 
to  wait  18  more. 

Cut  and  mail  today! 


Don  9t  put  it  off. 

Make  a  contribution  today. 


UEnrol  me  as  a  member  of  CGRO  ($10) 

[ZEnrol  me  as  a  member  of  Families  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG)  ($2) 

I  wish  to  contribute  $ 

□/  wish  to  pledge  $ per  month 

for months. 

I  wish  to  volunteer  my  time  to  the 
campaign. 

□/  am  not  able  to  contribute  financially 
at  present,  but  you  can  put  my  name 
on  the  mailing  list  of: 
CGRO       ZJ.FFLAG 

D  You  may       D  You  may  not 
use  my  name  with  my  member  of  the 
Ontario  legislature. 

Name 


□  /  have  enclosed  a  cheque /money  order. 

□/  wish  to  charge  my  contribution  or 
membership  to  Visa  or  Mastercharge. 
My  charge  information  is  below. 


my 


Che- 
□  Visa 
Card  number 


contribution     to: 
OMastercharge 


Expiry  date . 
Signature  _ 


Address 
City 


Signature 


.  Postal  Code 
.Phone 


Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  CGRO  or  FFLAG.  Mail  to  The  Coalition  for 
Gay  Rights  in  Ontario,  Box  822,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G3, 
or  to  FFLAG,  29  Granby  St,  Toronto,  ON  MSB  IH8. 


Baritone 

by  Stuart  Russell 


Opening  the  bawdy  house  door 


Five  or  six  years  ago,  the  possibility  of 
being  arrested  and  charged  as  a  found- 
in  in  a  common  bawdy  house  was  not 
an  everyday  threat  in  the  minds  of  most 
men  who  went  for  a  drink  in  a  gay  bar 
or  a  night  at  the  baths.  Since  1976, 
though,  the  antiquated  bawdy  house  sec- 
tions of  the  Criminal  Code  have  been 
used  repeatedly  to  disrupt  the  recrea- 
tional activities  of  gay  men.  At  least  ten 
full-scale  raids  on  gay  bars  and  baths  in 
Ontario  and  Quebec  have  resulted  in  the 
arrest  of  some  three  hundred  gay  men. 
It  is  therefore  essential  that  gay  men 
who  go  to  bars  and  baths  know  some- 
thing about  the  bawdy  house  laws  under 
which  they  can  be  charged.  But  most 
people  arrested  in  these  situations  know 
little  or  nothing  about  a  law  that  allows 
police  officers  to  carry  out  what  are 
sometimes  extraordinarily  high-handed 
raids  which  can  have  drastic  conse- 
quences for  the  individuals  concerned. 

"Common  bawdy  house"  is  defined 
in  the  Criminal  Code,  a  federal  law, 
under  a  part  dealing  with  "disorderly 
houses,  gaming  and  betting."  It  is  a 
place  that  is  "(a)  kept  or  occupied,  or 
(b)  resorted  to  by  one  or  more  persons 
for  the  purposes  of  prostitution  or  the 
practice  of  acts  of  indecency."  The 
meaning  of  "acts  of  indecency"  is 
nowhere  defined,  but  it  appears  pro- 
bable that  it  includes  everything  except 
heterosexual  intercourse  in  private. 
What  is  or  is  not  an  act  of  indecency 
may  vary  over  time  and  in  a  given  situa- 
tion. It  is  all  left  up  to  judges  to  decide. 
On  a  literal  reading  of  the  definition, 
though,  it  appears  that  a  person  who 
keeps  or  occupies  or  resorts  to  his/her  v 
own  house  or  apartment  "for  the  prac- 
tice of  acts  of  indecency"  (with 
him  /herself?)  is  guilty  of  keeping  a 
common  bawdy  house. 

The  definition  of  "keeper"  is  ex- 
tremely broad.  It  includes,  but  is  not 
limited  to,  anyone  who  is  an  owner  or 
occupier  of  a  place,  who  assists  or  acts 
on  behalf  of  an  owner  or  occupier,  or 
who  appears  to  be,  or  to  assist,  or  to  act 
on  behalf  of  an  owner  or  occupier.  This 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  guilt  by 
association.  Everyone  who  keeps  a  com- 
mon bawdy  house  is  guilty  of  an  indic- 
table offence  and  may  be  imprisoned 
for  up  to  two  years.  Everyone  who  is 
found,  without  lawful  excuse,  in  a  com- 
mon bawdy  house  is  guilty  of  a  sum- 
mary conviction  offence  and  may  be 
fined  up  to  $500  or  sentenced  to  a  jail 
term  of  up  to  six  months. 

One  of  the  strangest  things  about  the 
reference  to  "the  practice  of  acts  of  in- 
decency" is  the  fact  that  the  Criminal 
Code  elsewhere  refers  to  "gross  in- 
decency" and  "indecent  acts,"  two  en- 
tirely separate  crimes.  According  to  a 
basic  principle  of  legal  interpretation, 
these  differently  worded  concepts  must 
mean  different  things.  If  Parliament 
had  meant  to  describe  the  same  thing  in 
each  case,  it  would  not  have  used  three 
different  terms,  or  so  the  theory  goes. 
The  problem  remains,  however,  that  no 
one  knows  what  any  of  the  three  con- 
cepts mean. 

Additional  uncertainty  and  confusion 
exists  where  there  is  a  conflict  between 
the  bawdy  house  provisions  and  the 
laws  dealing  with  gross  indecency  and 


buggery.  The  two  latter  practices,  under 
the  famous  Trudeau  amendment  of 
1969,  are  not  crimes  when  committed  in 
private  between  two  and  only  two  con- 
senting persons  21  years  of  age  or  over. 
But  could  the  doers  of  such  acts,  having 
sex  in  private,  and  therefore  exempt 
from  prosecution  under  the  Trudeau 
amendment,  be  subject  to  prosecution 
under  the  bawdy  house  laws?  Do  the 
bawdy  house  laws  apply  if  all  acts  took 
place  in  private?  What  is  meant  by  "pri- 
vate"? These  questions  have  yet  to  be 
definitively  answered  by  our  courts. 

In  a  1977  decision,  in  which  the  Que- 
bec Court  of  Appeal  found  the  manager 
of  Montreal's  Sauna  Aquarius  guilty  of 
keeping  a  bawdy  house,  the  issue  of 
which  of  the  acts  taking  place  on  the 
premises  were  "acts  of  indecency"  was 
nowhere  considered.  The  analysis  was, 
to  say  the  least,  scanty. 

The  reasoning  of  the  only  other  ma- 
jor decision  to  date  is  even  worse.  In 
April,  1980,  the  Montreal  Municipal 
Court  convicted  the  owner  of  the  gay 
bar  Truxx  of  keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house.  Acts  said  to  have  been  observed 
by  police  officers  on  the  premises  in- 
cluded: hugging  and  kissing,  feeling  up 
of  bodies  and  genitals,  mutual  mastur- 
bation, and  men  fucking  one  another  in 
the  washrooms.  But  the  trial  judgement, 
which  is  currently  being  appealed,  con- 
tains no  discussion  whatever  about 
which  of  those  acts  were  or  were  not  in- 
decent, or  even  what  elements  the  pro- 
secution must  prove  in  order  to  succeed 
on  a  charge  of  keeping  a  bawdy  house. 

It  is  still  not  clear  whether  the  cases 
decided  to  date  outline  the  full  scope  of 
the  bawdy  house  laws,  or  whether  they 
are  just  particular  instances  of  a  law 
that  could  be  used  even  more  broadly. 
But  it  is  certainly  safe  to  say  that  the 
bawdy  house  laws,  as  well  as  most  of 
the  sexual  offence  sections  in  the 
Criminal  Code,  are  cast  in  broad,  vague 
terminology  that  ill  defines  a  person's 
potential  criminal  liability.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  tell  in  advance  just  what  it  is 
against  the  law  to  do.  No  one  knows 
what  a  bawdy  house  is,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  tell  for  sure  what  is  meant  by 
"acts  of  indecency,"  "indecent  acts," 
or  "gross  indecency."  That  this  is  so 
violates  one  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  common  law,  the  legal 
system  on  which  British,  Canadian  and 
American  law  is  based.  Recent  prosecu- 
tions in  the  gay  community  indicate  that 
the  police  are  attempting  to  widen  the 
bawdy  house  concept  to  include  situa- 
tions probably  never  dreamed  of  by  the 
legislators. 

Faced  with  these  threatening  devel- 
opments, the  lesbian  and  gay  commun- 
ities should  take  advantage  of  the  dis- 
cussion generated  by  the  announcement 
of  Justice  Minister  Jean  Chretien's  up- 
coming Criminal  Code  reform  bill.  We 
should  demand,  among  other  things, 
the  repeal  of  the  "common  bawdy 
house"  sections  of  the  Criminal  Code. 
Write  to  Chretien  at  this  address:  The 
Honourable  Jean  Chretien,  MP,  Min- 
ister of  Justice  and  Attorney  General  of 
Canada,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa, 
Ontario  K1A  0A6.  No  postage  stamp  is 
necessary.  And  send  a  copy  to  your 
local  MP.  □ 
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Lf]    fU  here  is  a  compelling  mythology 
in  the  lesbian  community  that  we 

L j   as  women  are  independent  and 

powerful,  while  at  the  same  time  sup- 
portive and  affectionate  in  our  relation- 
ships as  friends,  lovers,  and  political 
comrades. 

Our  ability  to  provide  emotional  sup- 
port for  one  another  is  supposed  to 
come  from  conventional  society  as  part 
of  our  heritage  as  women:  we  have  been 
trained  from  birth  to  be  sensitive  to  feel- 
ings and  responsive  to  the  needs  of 
others.  In  mythological  terms,  we  com- 
pare ourselves  to  primordial  Mothers, 
the  givers  and  nourishers  of  life. 

Our  independence  and  power,  on  the 
other  hand,  presumably  arise  from  the 
current  consciousness  of  ourselves  with- 
in the  feminist  movement.  We  have 
learned  that  we  have  been  abused,  over- 
looked, and  confined  by  the  various  de- 
vices of  a  patriarchal  society,  and  we  are 
angry.  We  now  experience  our  anger, 
criticize  traditional  constraints,  take 
power,  and  act  independently  to  create 
new  possibilities  for  ourselves.  We  call 
ourselves  Amazons  after  mythological 
women  who  were  warriors  of  great 
strength  and  courage. 

When  I  entered  the  Toronto  lesbian 
community  in  1976  (which  was  just  after 
I  came  out),  the  myths  of  maternal  nur- 
turance  and  Amazonian  autonomy  were 
already  thriving,  and  they  seem  to  me 
still  central  to  the  outlook  of  almost  all 


It  helps  us  all  to  argue  out  the  issues  facing  us. 

But  the  arguments  would  be  less  antagonistic 

if  we  could  just  stop  mixing  them  up 

with  our  fundamental  lesbian  conflict... 
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lesbians  I  meet.  In  many  ways  the 
myths  accurately  reflect  the  community. 
Beginning  several  years  before  I  arrived 
on  the  scene,  lesbians  demanded  recog- 
nition in  women's  organizations,  devel- 
oped opportunities  for  writers,  musi- 
cians and  artists,  and  initiated  a  variety 
of  organizations,  some  of  which  died 
quickly  and  some  of  which  still  survive. 
Like  women  elsewhere,  we  have  organ- 
ized, as  a  community,  peer  counselling 
services,  newsletters,  brunches,  dances, 
concerts,  defence  funds,  TV  pro- 
grammes, discussion  groups  and  dem- 
onstrations. We  have  intensely  scrutin- 
ized our  relationships  as  friends  and 
lovers  and  experimented  with  many 
forms  of  organization,  friendship  and 


partnership.  We  have  usually  recognized 
the  importance  of  nourishing  each  other 
with  intimate  talks,  words  of  encourage- 
ment, hugs,  and  good  food. 

I'm  quite  attached  to  the  Toronto 
community,  and  appreciate  what  we've 
done.  But  conflict  is  also  part  of  our 
community,  and  in  many  cases,  it  has 
taken  on  an  intensity  quite  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  urgency  or  seriousness  of 
the  issues  at  hand.  Women  have  ex- 
tremely strong  reactions  to  such  issues 
as  relating  to  men  vs  not  relating  to 
men;  plaid  shirts,  jeans  and  work  boots 
vs  soft  blouses,  skirts  and  jewelry;  polit- 
ical vs  nonpolitical  concerns;  feminist  vs 
gay  identification;  monogamy  vs  non- 
monogamy,  and  friendliness  vs  more 
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impersonal  approaches  to  getting  work 
done  together.  All  of  these  issues  are 
important,  all  are  complex.  Since  it  is 
far  from  clear  how  any  issue  should  be 
resolved,  it  seems  useful  to  us,  as  both 
individuals  and  a  community,  to  sup- 
port each  other  while  respecting  the  in- 
dividual differences  among  us  —  in 
other  words,  to  integrate  our  ideals  of 
nurturance  and  autonomy.  In  practice, 
however,  this  integration  is  often 
extremely  difficult. 

A  psychoanalytic  approach  is  quite 
valuable  in  understanding  both  the  ori- 
gins of  women's  desires  for  nurturance 
and  autonomy  and  the  reasons  that  we 
are  often  unconscious  of  the  intensity  of 
these  desires.  However,  even  if  these 
arguments  (see  the  bottom  of  pages  24 
and  25)  remain  esoteric  or  unconvin- 
cing, there  is  much  within  the  lesbian 
community  to  indicate  that  such  desires, 
however  they  come  to  exist,  significant- 
ly influence  woman-to-woman  interac- 
tions. The  myths  of  Mothers  and  Ama- 
zons themselves  reflect  the  importance 
which  we  attach  to  nurturance  and 
autonomy.  Likewise,  when  we  choose 
leaders  or  admire  certain  women  for 
their  warmth  and  openness  or  their 
strength  and  power,  we  are  again 
indicating  our  special  regard  for  qual- 
ities associated  with  independence  and 
support. 

However,  these  desires  are  most 
sharply  evident  when  efforts  to  seek  af- 
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fection  and  to  act  freely  come  into 
conflict.  The  essence  of  the  bind  is  this: 
If  I  want  encouragement  and  affection 
from  another  woman  (or  women),  then 
I  may  avoid  disagreement  because  I  fear 
—  perhaps  with  good  reason  —  that  I 
will  lose  this  woman's  loving  attention  if 
I  do  something  to  suggest  that  I  am  dif- 
ferent from  her.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I 
want  to  act  independently  and  effective- 
ly, then  I  may  avoid  sharing  emotional 
support  with  another  woman  because  I 
fear  losing  the  freedom  to  differ  with- 
out penalty. 

As  women,  we  are  liable  to  be  both 
victims  and  perpetrators  of  these  pain- 
ful patterns  of  interaction.  Consider, 
for  example,  Friday  night  at  Alice  and 
Joan's  place: 

Alice:  Let's  go  out  to  the  bar  tonight.  We 
can  have  a  few  beers  and  play  backgam- 
mon with  Debbie  and  Sue. 
Joan  (who  is  fixing  dinner):  Oh,  I  don't  feel 
much  like  going  to  the  bar.  Let's  stay 
home.  Anyway,  there's  going  to  be  a  great 
movie  on  channel  8. 
A:  Aw,  come  on,  let's  go  to  the  bar. 
J  (angry):  I  don't  want  to  go  to  the  bar  all 
the  time!  Debbie  and  Sue  are  nurds  and 
there's  too  much  smoke.  Why  can't  we 
just  spend  a  quiet  evening  here? 
A  (also  angry):  Okay,  so  stay  at  home  and 
be  a  vegetable.  I'm  going  out. 
J:  Fine.  Go  out  and  don't  wake  me  up  if 
you  come  in  after  1 1:00.  And  if  you're  not 
up  by  8:00  in  the  morning  I'm  going  to  be 
gone  to  Laura 's  place  to  help  her  fix  her 
bike. 

Both  women  want  the  companionship 
of  the  other,  but  disagree  on  how  to 
spend  the  evening.  Alice  wants  to  go 
out;  Joan  refuses  to  go  to  the  bar  and, 
in  anger,  gives  pseudo-facts  ("Debbie 
and  Sue  are  nurds;"  "there's  too  much 
smoke")  instead  of  her  own  feelings 
about  the  suggestion  ("I  felt  bored  last 
time  we  visited  with  Debbie  and  Sue;" 
"the  smoke  at  the  bar  irritates  my 
eyes").  Instead  of  expressing  her  hurt 
and  disappointment  at  Joan's  refusal, 
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Alice  retaliates  by  withdrawing  affec- 
tion; she  calls  Joan  "a  vegetable"  and 
refuses  to  stay  at  home  for  the  evening. 
Joan  also  responds  not  in  terms  of  her 
feelings  (hurt,  anger),  but  by  withdraw- 
ing attention  and  affection  which  Alice 
might  usually  expect  from  her:  she 
threatens  to  go  to  bed  early  and  get  up 
early  when  Alice  obviously  expects  to 
get  home  late  and  to  sleep  late.  Thus, 
both  feel  hurt  and  angry  when  the  other 
withholds  affection,  and  both  respond 
in  kind. 

This  kind  of  bruising  exchange  may 
occur  between  lovers,  within  groups  of 
friends  or  co-workers,  or  among  groups 
within  a  community.  Bitter  conflicts  of- 
ten take  the  overt  form  of  political  dis- 
agreements —  take  for  example,  Donna 
and  Laura,  who  see  each  other  at  an 
abortion  rights  rally: 

Donna:  Want  to  buy  a  button  for  the 

"Gays  and  Lesbians  for  Recycling" 

campaign? 

Laura:  Are  you  kidding?  I'd  never  in  a 


million  years  support  anything  that  had  to 
do  with  men.  Men  made  all  that  junk  —  let 
them  figure  out  what  to  do  with  it. 
D:  Look,  this  is  an  issue  that  affects  all  of 
us.  Lesbians  could  work  on  it  alone,  but 
we're  stronger  if  we  work  with  gay  men 
and  make  a  united  stand  against  homo- 
phobia in  the  recycling  movement. 
L:  Forget  it! 

D  (very  angry):  You  think  you're  so  pure, 
but  you're  just  afraid  of  admitting  that 
you're  a  lesbian.  You  work  with  the 
"Women  for  Clean  Air"  group  and  never 
even  come  out.  Personal  is  political,  you 
know,  and  what  kind  of  politics  is  that? 
L  (surprised,  hurt  and  angry):  Listen,  I'm  a 
woman  first,  and  my  only  commitment  is 
tp  other  women.  A  woman  would  have  to 
have  cornflakes  for  brains  to  work  with 
men  when  she  could  be  working  with* 
women. 

As  a  person,  Donna  approaches, 
Laura  asking  not  only  for  political  or 
financial  support,  but  also  foj  respect 
and  approval  for  the  work  she  is  doing. 
Laura  could  simply  refuse  Donna's  re- 
quest that  she  buy  a  button,  which  is  a 
fair  option.  However,  since  she  is 
threatened  by  someone  whose  views  dif- 
fer from  hers,  she  not  only  refuses,  but 
also  punishes  Donna  by  belittling  her 
activities  and  cutting  off  talk  about  the 
issues.  Hurt  and  angry,  Donna  could 
respond  by  telling  Laura  how  she  feels 
and  asking  Laura  to  show  some  respect 
for  her  political  commitments.  Instead, 
she  retaliates  with  another  "political" 
issue:  Donna  says  that  Laura  is  a 
coward  for  not  coming  out  and  that  her 
activities  are,  consequently,  of  no  value. 
Laura  responds  with  a  defence  of  her 
political  choices. 

In  the  end,  both  women  leave  each 
other  hurt  and  angry  over  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  their  political  differences. 
However,  what  each  expected  and  failed 


to  receive  in  this  encounter  was  a  com- 
bination of  friendliness  and  respect  for 
her  activities  and  opinions.  Thus,  nur- 
turance/ autonomy  desires,  not  political 
issues,  gave  shape  and  feeling  to  this 
exchange.  Such  conflicts  are  often  quite 
confusing  and  exhausting  because  every- 
one involved  is  unaware  of  what  they 
want  and  why  they  were  so  hurt  by 
others'  remarks.  Consequently,  the  first 
step  to  unravelling  the  tangle  is  to  see 
when  we  are  seeking  affection,  or  recog- 
nition as  Amazons. 
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Ine  area  where  our  hopes  and 
decisions  concerning  nurturance 
and  autonomy  powerfully  shape 
our  experiences  is  in  the  variety  of  reac- 
tions that  women  have  to  coming  out  to 
an  established  lesbian  community.  Al- 
though these  efforts  may  have  begun  in 
a  variety  of  settings,  most  of  us  proceed 
into  the  unknown  with  the  same  basic 
hope  in  mind  (although,  perhaps,  un- 
consciously): knowing  for  sure  that 
familiar  interactions  with  heterosexual 
people  are  not  filling  our  emotional  or 
sexual  needs,  we  search  further  afield 
hoping  that  we  will  find  the  love  that  we 
want  among  lesbians. 

Obviously  much  is  at  stake  in  this 
kind  of  enterprise.  If  the  answer  to  the 
question,  "Will  I  find  the  love  that  I 
want  here?",  seems  to  be  "Yes"  (partic- 
ularly if  one  comes  out  with  a  lover), 
the  experience  can  be  intoxicating  and 
joyful.  It  may  appear,  for  a  time  at 
least,  that  there  are  other  women  who 
will  provide  the  kind  of  unconditional 
warmth  and  closeness  which  has  been 
long  and  deeply  desired.  The  experience 


Freud  meets  feminism 


(Skip  this  section  if  you  find  a  psychoanalytic  approach  to  early  childhood 
experience  wrong,  irrevelant  or  incomprehensible.) 

The  myths  of  ourselves  as  Mothers  and  Amazons  reflect,  I  think,  two  desires 
which  are  deeply  felt  by  each  of  us  as  individual  women,  namely,  desires  for 
affection  and  for  freedom  of  action.  Quite  possibly  these  desires  arise  from 
early  childhood  experiences. 

In  an  article  in  Feminist  Studies  (1978),  Jane  Flax  points  out  that  the  answer 
to  Freud's  classic  question,  "What  do  women  want?",  is  that  women  want  an 
experience  of  both  nurturance  and  autonomy  within  an  intimate  relationship. 
Both  desires,  Flax  argues,  have  roots  in  the  experiences  of  infant  girls  raised 
in  a  patriarchal  family  system,  where  the  woman  is  responsible  for  nurturing 
and  is  disenfranchised  in  every  other  aspect  of  adult  life,  while  the  man  does 
not  nurture  but  takes  on  all  other  adult  responsibilities.  The  childhood  exper- 
iences of  girls  also  reflect  that  the  system  institutionalizes  heterosexuality 
and  actively  encourages  homophobia.  Same-sex  love  is  severely  penalized. 

Almost  all  theories  of  human  development  agree  that  the  first  few  years  of 
a  child's  life  are  concerned,  first,  with  establishing  a  relationship  with  another 
person  and,  secondly,  with  experiencing  oneself  as  an  individual,  separate 


from  the  other  person.  The  child's  involvement  with  parents  or  caretakers  is 
crucial  to  the  successful  completion  of  these  developmental  tasks.  Ideally,  a 
parent  would  be  free  to  enjoy  a  child  and  to  feel  emotional  closeness  while  at 
the  same  time  recognizing  the  differences  which  exist  between  the  two.  The 
parents  will  thus  be  able  to  respond  to  the  child  in  a  consistent,  reasonably 
conflict-free  way. 

However,  in  a  patriarchal  society,  the  day-to-day  care  of  an  infant  is  almost 
always  a  woman's  responsibility,  and  this  woman  knows  from  her  own 
experience  the  implications  of  being  born  female.  As  a  result,  Flax  suggests, 
mothers  react  very  differently,  although  perhaps  unconsciously,  to  girl  and 
boy  babies.  Mothers  tend  to  identify  much  more  strongly  with  girls  than  boys. 
One  result  of  this  is  that  the  mother  is  not  able  to  maintain  a  clear  sense  of 
boundaries  between  herself  and  her  daughter;  in  turn,  the  daughter  will  find  it 
difficult  to  have  a  clear  sense  of  which  thoughts  and  feelings  are  hers  and 
which  are  her  mother's.  In  contrast,  the  gender  difference  between  mother  and 
son  helps  to  reinforce  her  recognition  that  this  child  is  "not  me, "  "different 
from  me. " 

Another  result  of  a  mother's  strong  identification  with  a  daughter  is  that 
involvement  with  the  child  is  likely  to  revive  the  mother's  own  internal 
conflicts.  A  girl  child  may,  for  instance,  remind  a  mother  of  her  own  un- 
satisfied wishes  for  affection  and  closeness,  and  the  mother  may 
unconsciously  resent  the  attention  required  by  the  girl  child,  or  look  to  the 
child  for  the  attention  and  nurturance  which  she  herself  did  not  receive.  Since 
men  are  not  expected  to  nurture,  the  mother  is  less  likely  to  expect  such  care 
from  a  son. 
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is  a  dream  come  true,  and  clearly,  the 
dream  is  a  dream  of  nurturance. 

If  the  answer  is  "No,"  an  inverse 
reaction  of  similar  intensity  may  take 
place  for  the  woman  who  is  coming  out. 
As  she  seeks  attention  and  emotional 
support  from  other  lesbians  and  fails  to 
find  it,  deeply  felt  hopes  are  disappoint- 
ed, and  she  may  feel  bitterly  hurt, 
angry,  and  very  mistrustful  of  lesbians 
or  the  lesbian  community. 

The  emotional  nourishment  which  is 
available  to  a  woman  who  is  coming  out 
will  partially  depend  on  the  emotional 
resources  of  the  lesbians  she  contacts.  If 
these  women  are  themselves  satisfied 
with  the  affection  and  encouragement 
which  they  share,  then  they  will  likely  be 
able  to  provide  support  to  a  new  woman 
as  well.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  indiv- 
iduals in  a  group  feel  that  they  are  emo- 
tionally starved  as  it  is,  the  appearance 
of  a  new  woman  may  be  menacing.  Her 
desires  may  remind  them  of  their  own 
unsatisfied  needs,  and  she  may  threaten 
to  be  a  further  drain  on  affection  and 
recognition  which  is  already  viewed  as 
being  in  short  supply. 

When  circumstances  are  fortunate, 
coming  out  may  be  an  exhilarating 
experience,  not  only  because  of  the 
promise  of  nurturance,  but  also  because 
of  the  possibility  of  independent  action. 
Contact  with  other  lesbians  gives  a 
woman  permission  to  dress  differently, 
talk  differently,  and  to  adopt  a  new  per- 
sonal style.  Conventionally,  restricted 
feminine  lifestyles  and  behaviour  are  re- 
garded in  a  critical  light,  and  indepen- 
dent activity  on  the  part  of  women  is 


often  encouraged  —  if  not  required  — 
by  the  community.  Thus,  coming  out 
may  provide  a  woman  with  the  opportu- 
nity to  act  on  her  own  initiative  in  ways 
which  were  previously  punished  or,  at 
best,  unrewarded. 

At  this  time,  some  women  may  be- 
come intensely  involved  in  activities 
which  will  give  them  the  chance  to  ex- 
press their  newly  discovered  freedom. 
Since  I  have  a  strong  interest  in  organiz- 
ing, my  own  experience  and  the  experi- 
ences that  I  have  most  often  observed 
involve  women  at  this  stage  in  their  lives 
putting  great  energy  into  events  or  activ- 
ities in  the  lesbian,  gay  or  feminist  com- 
munities. Other  women  may  find  that 
they  have  great  energy  for  writing, 
photography,  making  music,  or  other 
kinds  of  work.  Undoubtedly,  some  of 
the  energy  which  is  available  for  these 
activities  comes  from  the  dream  of 
nurturance  come  true.  However,  in  my 
view,  a  significant  part  of  the  energy 
comes  from  the  dream  of  autonomy 
come  true  at  the  same  time.  It  is  exciting 
to  take  responsibility,  to  make  decisions 
and  to  exercise  skills  in  the  service  of 
goals  which  have  considerable  individu- 
al meaning.  In  the  best  of  circumstan- 
ces, it  may  seem  that  one  has  arrived  in 
paradise.  Unconditional  affection  seems 
to  be  available  in  a  setting  where  there  is 
also  great  freedom  to  do  and  say  what 
one  wishes. 

Sooner  or  later,  of  course,  everyone  is 
bounced  out  of  paradise.  For  the  wom- 
an who  is  coming  out  to  other  lesbians, 


the  fall  from  grace  may  occur  when  she 
discovers  that  their  affection  and  ap- 
proval is  not  unaffected  by  her  own  ac- 
tivities or  opinions.  Many  women  are 
surprised  and  angry  when  they  find  that 
they  are  required  to  dress,  talk,  and  act 
in  accordance  with  certain  pseudo- 
feminist  rules,  or,  if  they  do  not  con- 
form, to  face  being  ignored  or  censured 
by  women  whose  friendship  they  hope 
to  share.  Take,  for  example,  Betty's 
second  evening  at  a  lesbian  bar: 

Betty  (who  is  dressed  in  high-heels, 
blouse  and  skirt):  Why  does  everyone 
always  wear  jeans  here? 
Janet  (dressed  in  boots,  jeans  and  a  plaid 
shirt):  Jeans  are  comfortable  and  prac- 
tical; you  don't  have  to  worry  about  get- 
ting them  dirty. 

B:  Well,  I  like  women  to  look  more 
feminine.  All  of  these  women  dress  like 
men.  They  should  care  more  about  how 
they  look. 

J:  We  aren't  dressed  to  look  like  anyone, 
we  just  dress  to  be  comfortable.  This  is 
how  women  dress  when  we  don't  have  to 
worry  anymore  about  pleasing  men.  It's 
straight  women  who  wear  lots  of  make-up 
and  frilly  clothes  who  are  being  really 
phoney. 

B:  But  this  is  just  as  bad.  Everyone  is  just 
trying  to  look  tough  and  imitate  men. 
J:  Excuse  me,  I  see  some  friends  of  mine. 
(Janet  jumps  up  and  goes  to  hug  two 
women  who  have  just  come  in,  both 
dressed  in  jeans  and  T-shirts.  The  three  of 
them  sit  down  at  another  table.) 


Janet  clearly  informs  Betty  that  she  will 
not  be  welcomed  to  this  group  of 
women  unless  she  changes  her  dress  — 
or  at  least  keeps  to  herself  what  she 
thinks  of  jeans  and  plaid  shirts. 

As  in  the  case  of  nurturance,  the  res- 
ponse of  an  existing  lesbian  group  may 
reflect  the  extent  to  which  desires  for 
autonomy  are  satisfied  within  the  group 
before  the  arrival  of  a  newcomer.  This 
may  depend,  in  turn,  on  the  emotional 
resources  of  the  group;  if  affection  and 
approval  are  in  short  supply,  then 
differences  will  likely  be  poorly  toler- 
ated. Betty  has  been  informed  of  the 
rules;  whether  out  of  ignorance,  defi- 
ance, or  choice,  she  will  remind  Janet 
and  others  in  the  group  of  their  own  un- 
satisfied desires  for  independence,  and 
is  likely  to  be  severely  punished.  At  this 
point,  Betty's  desires  for  nurturance 
and  autonomy  will  come  into  painful 
conflict.  If,  however,  affection  and  ap- 
proval are  freely  shared  in  the  group, 
and  differences  and  disagreements  are 
accepted  as  legitimate  facets  of  group 
interaction,  then  Betty  may  have  more 
freedom  to  explore  her  own  opinions 
and  interests  while  still  receiving 
emotional  support. 

Lovers  may  go  through  similar  kinds 
of  feelings.  A  new  relationship  may  at 
first  revive  fantasies  of  unconditional 
affection  and  freedom,  but  it  must 
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Another  possibility,  given  the  societal  injunction  against  same-sex  love,  is 
that  a  mother  may  feel  more  conflict  about  physical  affection  with  a  daughter 
than  with  a  son.  A  third  possibility  is  that  a  mother,  looking  to  her  child's 
future  in  patriarchal  society,  may  feel  much  more  ambivalence  about  a 
daughter  than  a  son.  She  wants  the  child  to  be  like  her,  but  she  also  may  wish, 
given  the  realities  of  adult  female  life,  that  her  daughter  had  been  born  male. 

The  strong  identification  and  internal  conflicts  that  a  mother  may 
experience  in  caring  for  an  infant  daughter  make  it  likely  that  a  girl  will  receive 
less  adequate  emotional  nourishment  than  a  boy.  Inadequacies  of  this  kind 
mean  that  the  girl  will  probably  have  a  strong  desire  for  unconditional 
closeness  and  affection  which  will  persist  into  her  life  as  an  adult  woman. 

In  other  words,  in  patriarchal  society,  an  adult  woman  is  likely  to  be  power- 
fully motivated  to  seek  nurturance  from  other  people.  However,  since  society 
oirects  that  a  woman  give  and  not  seek  emotional  support,  a  woman  is  also 
encouraged  to  remain  unconscious  of  such  desires,  or  to  gratify  them  in  ways 
which  are  indirect  or  not  fully  effective.  There  are  many  real-life  variations  on 
this  theme.  One  classic  example  is  the  woman  who  energetically  mothers 
other  people  but  is  unaware  of  her  own  desires  for  emotional  support  and, 
when  asked,  denies  vigorously  that  she  wants  anything  for  herself.  The  slogan 
for  this  approach  might  be,  "Do  unto  others  so  that  you  won't  notice  what  you 
would  like  others  to  do  unto  you. " 

Life  for  a  girl  child  in  homophobic  patriarchy  continues  to  be  difficult  as  she 
proceeds  to  the  second  stage  of  psychosocial  development.  At  this  point,  the 
mother  is  likely  to  experience  further  inner  conflicts  of  her  own  as  she  is 
required  to  respond  to  her  daughter's  emerging  independence.  The  mother 
may  find  it  difficult  to  accept  her  daughter's  efforts  to  toddle  away  from  her  — 
in  some  sense,  to  abandon  the  role  of  nourishing  the  mother.  As  society's 


single  most  important  socializing  agent  for  young  children,  the  mother  is  also 
required  by  patriarchal  custom  to  teach  a  young  girl  to  conform  to  feminine 
expectations.  Thus  she  may  limit  or  punish  her  daughter's  efforts  to  move 
about  while  a  son  is  allowed  more  freedom.  Since  a  mother  is  less  likely  either 
to  see  a  son  as  a  potential  nurturer  or  to  feel  obligated  to  restrict  severely  his 
behaviour,  she  is  more  likely  to  deliver  conflict-free  support  in  response  to  the 
young  boy's  emerging  efforts  towards  autonomy.  She'll  be  relatively  happy  to 
see  him  crawl  and  walk,  while  she  may  have  very  mixed  feelings  when  her 
daughter  achieves  the  same  developmental  milestones. 

As  with  the  desire  for  nurturance,  a  girl's  unsatisfied  desire  for  autonomy 
will  likely  survive  to  motivate  powerfully  her  behaviour  as  an  adult  woman. 
Again,  however,  the  desire  may  remain  unconscious  and  be  gratified  only  in 
the  peculiar  ways  allowed  by  patriarchy.  For  example,  a  woman  may, 
regardless  of  the  issue,  consistently  take  the  minority  position  in  group 
discussion  as  a  means  of  repeatedly  establishing  her  independence  of  group 
opinion.  The  slogan  for  this  tactic  might  be,  "Better  to  call  the  kettle  black 
than  to  go  unnoticed  as  a  pot. " 

For  a  girl  child,  the  difficulties  of  establishing  herself  as  a  separate  and 
competent  individual  are  often  compounded  by  her  bad  start.  To  the  extent 
that  she  has  not  had  adequate  emotional  nourishment  in  the  first  six  or  seven 
months  of  life,  she  will  be  poorly  prepared  to  withstand  any  further  loss  of 
maternal  affection  as  she  begins  to  move  about  on  her  own  initiative. 
Consequently,  the  young  girl  is  apt  to  face  a  painful  bind:  either  continue  to 
explore  her  own  potential  for  independence  —  but  give  up  mother's  warmth 
and  approval  —  or  retain  mother's  affection  by  giving  up  her  own  urges 
toward  independent  action.  This  bind  is  the  essence  of  the  conflict  between 
nurturance  and  autonomy. 

Flax  discusses  the  impact  of  this  conflict  on  women  and  work,  as  well  as 
on  women  relating  to  each  other  in  the  feminist  movement.  It  seems  clear  that 
the  conflict  also  has  a  powerful  effect  on  interactions  between  women 
working  to  build  a  lesbian  community. 
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eventually  move  to  a  stage  where  both 
partners,  with  more  or  less  difficulty, 
recognize  the  real  limits  on  their  abilities 
to  gratify  these  desires.  Often  partners 
find  themselves  in  a  conflict  where  one 
person  feels  suffocated  and  wants  to  act 
independently,  while  the  other  partner 
feels  threatened  by  a  real  or  anticipated 
loss  of  affection  and  closeness  in  the 
relationship. 

Consider  Joanna  and  Terry,  lovers 
who  have  lived  together  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  In  the  last  month,  Joanna  has 
joined  the  Lesbian  Ornithology  Collec- 
tive and  is  headed  out  for  a  meeting: 

Terry:  When  will  you  be  home? 
Joanna:  I  don't  know. 
T:  Will  you  come  home  after  the  meeting 
is  over? 

J  (irritated):  I  don't  know  and  I  don't  want 
to  decide  right  now.  I  may  go  out  with 
Kate  afterwards. 

T  (hurt  and  angry):  Jo,  you've  already  been 
out  once  this  week  with  Kate.  When  are 
you  going  to  spend  some  time  with  me? 
J  (guilty):  This  meeting  is  really  important. 
Kate  and  I  have  to  persuade  the  rest  of 
the  group  to  organize  against  sportsmen 
shooting  the  California  condor  for  kicks. 
The  species  is  going  to  be  extinct  if  we 
don't  take  some  action  now! 
T:  But  something  else  is  going  on  be- 
tween you  and  Kate.  Are  you  attracted  to 
her? 
J:  Yes. 

T  (scared):  Oh. 

J:  Listen,  Terry,  you  know  I  love  you  and 
you're  the  most  important  person  in  my 
life.  It's  not  going  to  change  my  feelings 
for  you  if  I  sleep  once  or  twice  with  Kate. 
T:  But  Jo,  I  feel  like  we're  not  as  close  as 
we  used  to  be  when  we  shared  everything 
(starts  to  cry).  And  if  you  sleep  with  Kate, 
even  more  of  your  energy  will  go  to  her 
and  there  won't  be  anything  special  left 
between  you  and  me. 

J  (more  guilty  and  trapped):  I'm  late  for  the 
meeting.  We  can  talk  about  this  later, 
Okay? 

T:  Are  you  coming  home  after  the 
meeting? 
J  (desperate):  Okay. 

As  this  exchange  suggests,  the  classic 
monogamy  vs  non-monogamy  debate 
has  at  its  root  the  conflict  between 
nurturance  and  autonomy.  Disagree- 
ments between  lovers  over  different 
political  opinions,  different  pastimes  or 
different  friends  —  all  expressions  of  in- 
dependence —  also  involve  the  same 
basic  psychological  issues. 

On  another  level,  reactions  to  groups 
or  organizations  within  the  community 
may  indicate  the  importance  attached  to 
nurturance  and  autonomy.  To  me  the 
best  example  of  this  came  from  discus- 
sing with  other  women  their  reactions  to 
the  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto 
(LOOT). 


In  the  year  or  so  of  the  Toronto  com- 
munity's involvement  with  LOOT,  the 
organization  received  two  contradic- 
tory kinds  of  criticism.  Some  women 
felt  that  it  was  unfriendly,  too  political, 
and  not  supportive  of  women  who  were 
coming  out.  Other  women  saw  the  or- 
ganization as  too  social,  wishy-washy, 
apolitical,  and  only  of  value  to  women 
just  coming  out.  While  the  organization 
made  important  contributions  to  the 
community  and  may  have  had  other 
problems,  it  nevertheless  disappointed 
women  for  two  basically  different 
reasons.  For  some  women,  it  was  not 
the  warm,  friendly  group  that  could 
satisfy  expectations  of  nurturance,  while 
for  others  it  was  not  the  energetic, 
assertive  group  that  could  satisfy  in- 
terests in  effective,  independent  action. 
In  my  view,  LOOT  had  difficulty  in 
these  areas  because  the  lesbian  com- 
munity has  equal  difficulty  in  reconcil- 
ing affection  and  independence. 

A  woman  in  the  lesbian  community 
is  left  with  the  problem  of  how 
to  avoid  painful  conflicts  while, 
at  the  same  time,  nourishing  herself  and 
expressing  her  own  talents.  From  my 
observation,  personal  solutions  usually 
make  use  of  one  or  two  of  three  basic 
forms,  exaggerated  here  for  the  sake  of 
clarity: 

All  of  your  eggs  in  one  basket.  Find  a 
group  (or  lover)  whose  political  or  life 
view  is  reasonably  close  to  your  own 
and  share  thoughts  and  feelings  only 
with  this  group.  The  advantage  of  this 
solution  is  that  you  never  risk  losing 
emotional  support  because  you  decide 
from  the  beginning  never  to  disagree 
with  the  group  on  key  issues.  If  you 
disagree  and  begin  to  get  unfriendly 
looks,  you  will  know  that  the  issue  is  a 
key  issue.  If  you  continue  to  disagree, 
heaven  help  you;  this  group  will  not 
support  defectors. 

Typically,  the  person  or  group  fa- 
vouring this  solution  is  rather  inflexible 
and  tends  to  be  scornful  of  persons  or 
groups  whose  views  differ  from  the  par- 
ty line.  The  obvious  disadvantage  of 
this  solution  is  that  you  will  have  limited 
opportunity  to  pursue  your  own 
thoughts  or  interests,  and  you  may  feel 
bored  or  suffocated. 

What  you  don't  know  won't  hurt 
you.  Variation  A:  Keep  your  emotional 
life  in  the  closet.  Do  not  be  involved 
with  lovers  or  appear  emotional  in  front 
of  other  people.  The  advantage  of  this 
solution  is  that  you  will  have  great  free- 
dom of  thought  and  activity.  You  never 
have  to  worry  about  losing  emotional 
support  because  you  decide  in  advance 
never  to  be  emotionally  dependent  on 
anyone  else.  Of  course,  the  disadvan- 
tage of  this  solution  is  that  you  may 


starve  to  death  for  lack  of  closeness  or 
affection.  In  my  experience,  it  is  rela- 
tively rare  to  meet  a  woman  who  has 
opted  for  this  solution,  but  some 
women  that  I  have  met  have  been  mem- 
orably unapproachable. 

Variation  B:  Keep  your  initiative  in 
the  closet.  Party,  go  to  bars,  or  live  at 
home  quietly  with  your  lover,  but  above 
all,  do  not  make  waves.  Do  not  be  out- 
spoken or  independent.  The  advantage 
of  this  solution  is  that  you  avoid  the  risk 
of  emotional  loss  due  to  autonomous 
action,  and  you  have  a  variety  of 
choices  for  a  satisfying  emotional  life. 
The  disadvantage  of  this  solution  is  that 
personal  abilities  and  energy  may  be  ser- 
iously underdeveloped.  Options  to 
develop  new  skills,  to  explore  new 
friendships  or  sexual  relationships,  or  to 
channel  energy  into  meaningful  commu- 
nity work  are  likely  to  be  limited. 

My  guess  is  that  right  now,  this  sol- 
ution is  tops  in  popularity  among  lesbi- 
ans, and  accounts  to  some  extent  for  the 
difficulties  we  experience  in  developing 
and  maintaining  effective  organizations 
within  the  lesbian  community. 

The  right  hand  doesn't  know  what 
the  left  is  doing.  Separate  friends  and 
lovers  as  far  as  possible  from  spheres  of 
independent  activity.  Receive  emotional 
support  from  a  lover  or  friends  whose 
views  are  rarely  questioned,  either 
because  there  is  complete  agreement  or 
because  the  subject  never  arises.  Be  in- 
dependent and  outspoken  in  another 
setting  where  emotional  support  is 
either  unavailable  or  unimportant. 

For  some  time,  this  solution  has  been 
my  personal  favourite.  When  I  moved 
to  Toronto,  I  met  friends  and  lovers 
through  a  pot  luck  supper  group  where 
political  issues  were  rarely  discussed.  At 
the  same  time,  I  involved  myself  in  com- 
munity organizing  through  LOOT, 
where  I  could  thrive  on  stimulating  dis- 
agreements and  opportunities  to  make 
things  happen.  The  two  sets  of  women 
and  activities  overlapped  to  some  ex- 
tent, but  generally  I  was  happy  for  them 
to  be  quite  separate  parts  of  my  life. 

Geographical  variation:  Live  and 
work  in  one  city  and  have  a  lover  or 
friends  in  a  different  city.  See  that 
action  and  intimacy  never  mix. 

Temporal  variation:  Involve  yourself 
intensely  with  work  or  political  activism 
for  several  weeks,  months,  or  years;  do 
not  have  time  for  a  lover  or  friends  dur- 
ing this  period.  Next,  be  heavily  in- 
volved with  a  lover  or  friends  for  several 
weeks,  months,  or  years;  disavow  any 
interest  in  work  or  politics  during  this 
period. 

The  advantage  of  separating  friends 
and  lovers  from  meaningful  activities  is 
that  desires  for  both  nurturance  and 
autonomy  may  be  largely  satisfied, 
while  conflict  between  the  two  is  side- 
stepped by  careful  scheduling.  The  dis- 
advantage is  that  the  solution  promotes 


split  personality  and  an  inability  to  com- 
bine love  and  work.  In  the  extreme, 
some  relationships  may  be  affectionate 
and  close  —  but  boring  —  while  the 
others  are  varied  and  stimulating,  but 
emotionally  sterile. 

From  my  own  experience  and  what  I 
see  in  the  Toronto  lesbian  community,  I 
think  that  we  are  somewhat  conscious 
of  our  desires  for  affection  and  inde- 
pendent action,  but  unconscious  of 
their  fierce  intensity.  However,  since  we 
all  need  both  emotional  nourishment 
and  meaningful  activity,  it  is  worth 
working  to  see  that  our  conflicts  are 
loving  and  productive  rather  than  bitter 
and  debilitating. 

A  big  step  towards  dealing  with  the 
problem  is  to  recognize  the  importance 
of  these  feelings  in  our  own  lives,  and 
then  to  identify  the  situations  where  act- 
ing on  both  leads  to  conflict.  As  indiv- 
iduals, we  need  to  be  clear  about  how 
we  feel,  what  we  want  to  do,  and  what 
affection  and  recognition  we  want  from 
others.  This  means  acknowledging,  at 
first  to  ourselves  and  then  to  others, 
that  sometimes  we  are  hurt  or  angry; 
and  that  we  all  want  things  which  some- 
times seem  silly,  embarassing,  or  taste- 
less. No  one  will  get  all  of  what  she 
wants,  but  as  we  grow  to  recognize  our 
own  and  others'  desires  and  views,  we 
will  also  be  able  to  work  out  ways  for 
everyone  to  get  more  goodies. 

If  nurturance /autonomy  issues  are  a 
source  of  pain  and  confusion  in  our 
lives  as  lesbians,  they  are  also  a  source 
of  tremendous  strength.  Both  desires 
supply  the  energy  for  us  to  explore  new 
forms  of  love  and  work  together.  Our 
belief  that  we  are  Mothers  and 
Amazons  reflects  not  only  secret  wishes, 
but  also  confidence  in  our  ability  to 
make  these  wishes  come  true.D 


Rosemary  Barnes,  currently  active  in  the 
Gay  Community  Appeal,  is  a  psychologist  at 
Toronto  General  Hospital. 

Special  thanks  to  Mariana  Valverde,  Val 
Edwards,  Amy  Groves,  Chris  Bearchell  and 
Fay  Orr  who,  along  with  Rosemary,  enacted 
the  dialogues  in  this  article  for  photographer 
Lynnie  Johnston. 
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GARNER 

POET 
ON  THE 


by  Ken  Popert 


"Are  you  interested  in 
poetry?" 

It's  not  the  come-on  you  expect  from 
the  hawkers  of  tracts  and  trinkets  who 
squat  the  summer  sidewalks  along 
Yonge  Street.  Who  would  try  to  hustle 
poems  the  way  others  hustle  candles  and 
mind-expanding  jewellery? 

Well,  Don  Garner  would,  for  in- 
stance. Positioned  directly  across  from 
the  Parkside  Tavern,  where  Maitland 
meets  Yonge,  the  poet-peddler  has,  over 
the  past  three  years,  become  a  landmark 
for  regular  patrons  of  that  ancient,  if 
not  very  venerable,  gay  institution. 

Beginning  late  spring  and  going 
through  to  end-October,  Garner  spends 
the  evening  hours,  Monday  to  Saturday, 
hawking  copies  of  his  latest  book  to 
passers-by  from  a  shoulder  bag.  Around 
1 1 :30  he  takes  off  across  Yonge  to  the 
Parkside  for  a  beer  or  two  to  close  out 
the  business  day.  (He  notes  wryly  that 
he  used  to  sell  in  the  afternoons,  but 
found  he  was  spending  too  many  eve- 
nings in  the  PS.) 

Although  many  of  the  Parkside's  reg- 
ulars recognize  him  when  he  comes  in 
for  that  late  evening  drink,  a  doubtful 
diffidence  remains.  He  is  often  asked 
whether  he  is  gay. 

"I'm  in  and  out  of  the  Parkside  all 
the  time  and  they  ask  me  that  ques- 
tion!" he  says,  smiling  and  shaking  his 
head. 

By  logging  so  many  hours  each  week 
on  Yonge,  a  thoroughfare  of  the  down- 
town gay  ghetto,  Garner  probably  gets 
to  know  as  much  about  the  street's  life 
as  anyone  who  isn't  a  cop.  Seated  some- 
what uneasily  on  a  city  bench  reserved 
by  custom  for  hustlers,  prostitutes  and 
journalists,  I  watched  one  day  in  mid- 
August  as  he  worked  the  corner. 

"Poetry!  Are  you  interested  in 
poetry?" 

Most  passers-by  ignore  him  complete- 


ly. Among  these  you  can  pick  out  cer- 
tain types:  the  pinched  faces  of  the  sub- 
urbanites, wan  beneath  their  bronzers; 
the  self-important  businessmen,  bran- 
dishing their  attache  cases  like  badges  of 
whatever  scraps  of  authority  they  com- 
mand; the  queens  who  are  sure  that  no- 
body knows. 

Many  others  smile  as  they  pass;  a  few 
make  some  verbal  response  as  they 
speed  by.  (According  to  Garner,  not  a 
few  of  these  reply  to  him:  "No  thanks,  I 
write  my  own.")  The  rare  ones  stop  to 
take  a  look. 

As  I  sat  there,  Garner's  estimate  that 
these  latter  number  about  one  out  of  a 
hundred  began  to  seem  too  cheery  by 
half.  One  young  man  who  stopped  was 
a  wary  buyer  who  would  do  the  Consu- 
mers Association  of  Canada  proud.  "Is 
it  sort  of  intellectual  poetry,"  he 
probed,  "or  is  it  sort  of  complicated?" 
No  sale. 

I  asked  whether  he  notices  any  differ- 
ence between  gays  and  straights  in  re- 
sponse to  his  pitch.  He  says  not,  but  on 
reflection  offers  this  about  patrons  of 
the  Parkside  and  the  Quest,  the  upstreet 
gay  bar  best  described  as  a  place  where 
people  still  wear  slacks:  "The  Quest 
crowd  —  their  clothes  are  so  tight  they 
can't  get  a  book  into  any  of  their 
pockets.  And  the  Parkside  crowd  never 
crosses  the  street." 

Asked  about  incidents  of  harassment 
or  violence  against  gays  on  the  street,  he 
cites  a  recent  incident  in  which  a  US 
Marine  caught  sight  of  two  gay  men 
standing  in  the  doorway  of  Gunsel's,  a 
restaurant  a  few  steps  away  from  his 
turf. 

"He  screamed  over  and  over  again, 
'Suck  my  cock,  you  faggot,  suck  m\ 
cock!"  "'  Garner  and  a  hods  builder  who 
was  sitting  on  the  bench  went  OVtt  to 
"lend  moral  support."  '•When  he  saw 
he  was  up  against  tour  of  us.  he  wan- 
dered off." 

He  also  recalls  how  one  of  two  broth- 
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ers  wearing  The  Who  T-shirts  had  his 
face  brutally  smashed  by  someone  who 
didn't  like  The  Who.  And  then  there 
was  the  guy  who  was  struck  to  the  side- 
walk by  a  total  stranger  whose  female 
companion  had  inquired  in  passing, 
"Haven't  I  seen  you  before?" 

Garner  maintains  that  such  incidents 
are  not  typical,  that  Yonge  Street  is  not 
an  especially  violent  street.  When  you 
observe  it  as  long  as  he  has,  he  says, 
"you  get  to  see  what  a  tremendous 
blend  of  life  Yonge  Street  is."  As  for 
the  incidents  of  violence:  "You  get  some 
real  zanies  there;  everyone  thinks 
they're  from  Yonge  Street,  but  they're 
not  part  of  the  Yonge  Street  crowd  at 
all." 


H 


e  finds  that  the  street  looks  upon 
him  as  an  unofficial  information 
bureau.  "Kids  ask  me  where  they 
can  get  dope,  tourists  ask  for  directions, 
straight  men  want  to  know  where  they 
can  find  prostitutes,  gay  men  want  to 
know  where  they  can  find  hustlers  and 
some  days,  the  prostitutes  and  the 
hustlers  want  to  know  where  they  can 
find  the  men." 

There  are  also  real  hassles  with  the 
cops  and  with  a  Metropolitan  Toronto 
by-laws  officer.  "The  cops  try  to  chase 
me  away  from  time  to  time,  but  I  don't 
move.  They  usually  don't  know  what 
they're  talking  about;  cops  don't  know 
the  law.  I  yell  at  them  about  freedom  of 
the  press  and  the  Stamp  Act." 

The  Metro  by-laws  officer  does  know 
the  law,  however,  so  a  different  tack  is 
necessary.  Metropolitan  Toronto  re- 
quires vendors  selling  on  Metro  side- 
walks to  have  a  permit.  Garner  has  ap- 
plied for  a  permit  every  year  and  every 
year  has  been  refused. 

But  here  the  byzantine  intricacy  of 
municipal  authority  folds  back  on  itself. 
Metro  Council  has  jurisdiction  only 
over  sidewalks  lining  arterial  roadways. 
The  Yonge  Street  sidewalk  is  in  the 
hands  of  Metro  chairman  Paul  Godfrey 
and  Metro  Council  —  a  combination 
which,  if  they  had  a  recording  contract, 
would  probably  be  called  Babbitt  and 
the  Philistines  —  but  Maitland,  starting 
two  metres  or  so  in  from  the  Yonge 
pavement,  is  the  land  of  Toronto  mayor 
John  Sewell  and  City  Council  —  no  per- 
mit required. 

"I  just  point  out  that  I'm  actually 
standing  on  the  Maitland  sidewalk,  not 
on  the  Yonge  Street  sidewalk.  He  gets 
mad,  but  he  goes  away." 

So,  how's  the  poetry  biz?  This  year, 
not  so  good.  Last  summer,  Garner  was 
selling  75  books  a  week.  This  summer, 
he's  been  getting  rid  of  25  in  the  same 
period.  He  ascribes  the  slow  market  to 
the  steep  slump  —  business  is  down 
60%  —  being  experienced  all  along 
Yonge  this  year. 

"Poetry  is  such  a  neglected  art  form, 
there's  a  tremendous  challenge  to  lift  it 
to  the  point  where  people  can  make  a 
living  from  writing  it." 

The  economics  of  publishing  and 
pushing  poetry,  even  your  own,  are  in- 
deed perilous.  Take  this  year's  collec- 
tion, Running  Sore.  Garner  had  the 
book  produced  himself  last  December. 
It  cost  him  $2, 100  to  have  2,000  copies 
typeset,  printed,  cut  and  stapled.  He's 
selling  them  for  $2.25  each.  So,  even  if 
he  sold  all  of  this  year's  harvest,  he 
would  net  just  about  $2,000.  Figure  in 
actual  sales  of  25  books  per  week  over, 
say,  a  20-week  season  on  Yonge,  and 
you  start  to  get  the  picture. 

Well  then,  how  does  a  poet  who 
writes  and  sells  his  own  without  making 
much,  if  any,  money  on  it,  survive? 

To  begin  with,  he  shares  a  house  with 


Yukon  picture 

I  regard  Joe  nude  — 

the  objective  case 

of  arms  and  legs  and  buttocks, 

admiring  muscles  roll 

grow  tight 

for  the  plunge; 

I  adore  him  naked 

quite  subjectively 

young  cock  bouncing 

running  like  hell  towards  me 

out  of  thatjeezus  river; 

freezes;  click;  I  got  him.  * 


two  others  near  Vaughan  and  St  Clair, 
an  area  which  has  no  name  —  in  a  city 
which  prides  itself  on  its  neighbour- 
hoods, that's  tantamount  to  living  no- 
where. The  rent  is  incredibly  low  be- 
cause the  landlord  has  paid  off  the 
mortgage  and  is  saving  the  house  as  a 
wedding  present  for  his  son.  There  is 
pleasure  in  contemplating  that  this  quin- 
tessentially  family  gesture  is  helping  to 
support  a  gay  poet. 

The  rest  of  the  story  is  that,  every 
winter,  Garner  works  his  butt  off  doing 
whatever  he  can  get.  Last  year  he 
worked  for  a  geophysical  company  do- 
ing seismic  surveys  in  the  Northwest. 
It's  inconvenient,  but  the  pay  is  high. 

A  lot  of  the  work  was  indoor  stuff  — 
keeping  records,  ordering  shipments  — 
but  he  also  got  some  of  that  fresh  Arctic 
air.  For  five  weeks  he  worked  with  a 
survey  team  on  Banks  Island.  If  you're 
like  me,  you  probably  don't  know 
where  that  is,  so  go  get  your  map  of 
Canada  and  look  right  up  there  at  the 
top  left.  That's  it.  Not  the  place  you 
might  expect  to  find  a  gay  poet  in  the 
off  season. 

On  another  job,  Garner  drove  a  truck 
back  and  forth  for  about  ten  days  be- 
tween his  camp  and  the  nearest  supply 
town,  250  km  down  the  Alaska  High- 
way in  northern  BC.  It's  not  Ontario's 
401 :  service  centres  don't  pop  up  at  you 
every  10  km.  "I  don't  know  much 
about  vehicles,"  he  says.  "I  thought  to 
myself,  'Boy,  if  this  thing  breaks  down, 
what  am  I  going  to  do?'  " 
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It  did,  and  with  the  temperature  at 
minus  40°C.  Luckily,  another  truck 
happened  along  soon  after. 

Garner  started  writing  poetry  five 
years  ago;  he  ties  it  to  the  time  he  met 
his  first  (male)  lover.  "I  never  wanted  to 
be  a  poet,"  he  notes.  "I  tried  to  enroll 
in  a  journalism  class  at  Ryerson  (Poly- 
technical  Institute),  but  they  told  me  the 
courses  were  full."  So,  he  just  wrote 
and  it  came  out  poetry.  "For  me,  it's 
the  point  of  least  resistance." 

When  I  ask  about  the  gay  content  of 
his  writing,  he  responds  with  a  trace  of 
unease,  or  perhaps  defensiveness.  He 
points  out  that  several  poems  in  last 
year's  collection,  Yukon  Violation,  were 
"homoerotic."  The  poems  arose  out  of 
a  canoeing  trip  through  the  Yukon  with 
a  straight  male  friend.  In  fact,  at  least 
two  of  the  poems,  "Yukon  Picture" 
and  "The  Last  Frontier,"  go  beyond 
the  merely  homoerotic.  Still,  there  is 
something  unreal  and  somehow  uncom- 
mitted about  homoeroticism  unfolding 
in  the  wilderness,  devoid  of  social 
consequence. 

It's  in  Running  Sore  that  Garner  has 
begun  to  write  about  gay  realities,  the 
ghetto,  the  bars,  rejection,  VD  — 
threads  in  the  fabric  of  gay  life. 

As  you  would  expect  of  a  poet  who 
hawks  his  work  on  the  street  and  meets 
his  readers  face-to-face,  Garner  has  a 
pleasantly  pragmatic  attitude  towards 
his  work.  He  defines  what  he  calls  his 
"market":  "I'm  writing  for  people 
from  18  to  their  late  30s."  He  adds, 


Don  Garner  with  his  ten- 
year-old  son,  Jeremy. 

with  a  smile:  "I  used  to  say  18  to  35, 
but  I'm  35  now." 

And  he  knows  his  turf.  He  says  there 
are  two  other  writers  selling  on  Yonge. 
One,  Crad  Kilodney,  sells  short  stories. 
"He  appeared  on  Yonge  at  almost  ex- 
actly the  same  time  I  did."  The  other  is 
Stuart  Ross,  another  poet. 

Garner  dreams  an  ambitious  dream: 
he  wants  poetry  to  assume  the  place 
which  popular  music  attained  in  the  60s, 
creating  a  language  which  will  draw  to- 
gether an  unofficial  opposition,  a 
counterculture.  If  that  dream  seems  to 
reveal  a  political  instinct,  so  does 
Garner's  chosen  method  of  realizing  it 
—  personal  contact  with  his  audience, 
which  he  considers  essential  nourish- 
ment for  a  poet. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  he  will  not 
apply  for  Canada  Council  grants  and 
criticizes  writers  who  do;  he  believes 
that  money  from  a  third  source  comes 
between  poets  and  their  readers. 

"I  think  the  Canada  Council  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  bad  state  of  poetry 
today,  because  poets  don't  have  to  find 
a  market."  The  other  side  of  this  coin, 
as  he  sees  it,  is  the  alienation  of  readers 
from  the  medium.  "The  public  never 
gets  exposed  to  a  living  poet." 

Don  Garner  is  out  to  do  what  he  can 
to  fix  all  that.  If  you  live  in  Toronto,  the 
next  time  you're  heading  for  the  Park- 
side  or  Dudes  or  another  place  along 
Yonge,  say  hello.  Even  if  you  think 
you're  not  interested  in  poetry. 

You  could  be  wrong.  D 
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The  lover  of  his  fellows  and 

the  hot  little  prophets 

WAIT  WHITMAN  IN  ONTARIO 

by  Michael  Lynch 
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In  the  summer  of  1880  Walt  Whitman  came  to  Canada  for  three  months, 
his  first  and  only  visit  to  a  country  he  had  often  referred  to  in  his  poetry. 
He  liked  to  call  it  "Kanada,"  this  country,  and,  in  his  enthusiastic  con- 
tinentalism,  to  consider  it  as  a  future  part  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

From  London,  Ontario,  where  he  spent  most  of  his  visit,  Whitman  man- 
aged a  short  trip  to  Sarnia  and  a  long  one  down  the  Saint  Lawrence  to  the 
Thousand  Islands,  Montreal,  and  Quebec,  then  up  the  Saguenay  to  Chicou- 
timi  and  Ha! Ha!  Bay.  He  basked  in  the  long  sunsets 
near  London,  tasted  the  wines  of  Niagara,  and  found 
the  Thousand  Islands  an  adequate  vacation  spot  for  all 
of  North  America. 

In  Toronto,  Whitman  found  horse  chestnut  trees 
everywhere;  he  noted  the  elegant  residences  along 
Sherbourne  and  Jarvis  streets,  the  busy  shopping 
along  King  Street  (which  he  compared  to  Broadway), 
and  the  slight  haze  over  the  sunlit  blue  Ontario  waters. 

Wherever  he  went,  he  also  admired  the  men.  There 
were  the  "sundown  groups  of  sweating,  tan-faced 
men"  leaving  the  hayfields  near  London.  On  Lake  St 
Clair  the  oarsmen  attracted  him,  especially  one  crew  of 
four  "stript  to  their  rowing  shirts"  that  swept  by  him 
in  their  handsome  shell.  (He  seems  even  to  have  met 
Ned  Hanlan,  the  world  champion  rower  currently  pic- 
tured on  first-class  stamps.)  In  Eastern  Ontario, 
Whitman's  eye  was  turned  by  the  "priests  in  their 
black  gowns  everywhere"  —  often,  as  he  said, 
"groups  of  handsome  young  fellows." 

In  Toronto,  he  climbed  up  on  top  of  the  omnibus  to 
ride  with  the  driver,  as  he  had  regularly  done  30  years 
before  in  Manhattan.  Twice  he  took  down  the  name 
and  address  of  a  man  who  especially  fascinated  him. 


Whitman's  host  during  this  visit  was  one  of  Canada's  most  colourful, 
brilliant  eccentrics,  an  alienist  named  Dr  Richard  Maurice  Bucke. 

Bucke  grew  up  on  a  pioneer  homestead  near  London,  and  at  the  age  of  20 
was  lost  in  a  snowstorm  for  one  week  while  exploring  the  Sierra  Nevadas  in 
California.  He  lost  all  of  one  foot  and  part  of  the  other  from  frostbite  and 
crude  amputation.  After  graduating  in  medicine  at  McGill  he  set  up  practice 
in  Sarnia,  where  he  married.  One  year  later,  in  1866,  he  read  a  book  that 

was  to  lead  to  trouble  in  his  marriage.  The  book? 
Whitman's  Poems.  Immediately  he  was  taken  by  Walt 
Whitman,  but  it  was  1 1  years  before  he  met  Whitman 
in.  person. 

This  first  meeting  was  brief.  Whitman,  then  58, 
spoke  no  more  than  a  hundred  words.  But  shortly 
afterwards  Bucke,  then  40,  experienced  a  state  of  men- 
tal exaltation  which  he  could  only  describe  by  compar- 
ing it  to  slight  intoxication  from  champagne  —  or  to 
falling  in  love!  The  exaltation  lasted  for  six  weeks,  and 
changed  his  whole  life.  For  the  next  15  years  he  often 
visited  Whitman  with,  as  he  said,  "the  same  purpose 
—  to  hold  that  hand,  to  look  at  that  face  and  to  listen  to 
that  noble  and  musical  voice."  He  was  in  love  with 
Whitman  as  he  was  in  love  with  eternity,  and  the  visits 
became  for  him  a  symbol  and  proof  of  the  afterlife, 
when  he  would  again  meet  Whitman  in  bliss. 

The  same  year  of  his  first  meeting  \sith  Whitman, 
Bucke  was  appointed  the  Superintendent  of  the  Men 
tal  Hospital  in  London,  where  he  worked  until  his  sud- 
den death  from  a  fall  on  i  piece  of  ice  23  years  later.  At 
this  asylum,  one  o\'  the  largest  on  the  continent,  he 
instigated  some  drastic  reforms  in  the  care  o(  the  in- 
sane, such  as  abolishing  restraint  and  seclusion    These 


progressive  moves  were  highly  influen- 
tial in  the  Ontario  asylum  system.  More 
controversial,  both  then  and  now,  were 
his  attempts  to  curb  masturbation 
(thought  sometimes  to  be  a  cause  of  in- 
sanity, sometimes  a  symptom)  by  insert- 
ing wire  through  the  penises  of  15  male 
patients.  Likewise  controversial  were  his 
far  more  extensive  gynecological  opera- 
tions on  female  patients  —  just  over  200 
of  them. 

By  the  time  Bucke  invited  his  idol 
Walt  Whitman  to  visit  him  at  the 
Asylum,  he  had  undertaken  to  write  the 
first  biography  of  Whitman.  He  had 
also  published  a  book  which  related 
Darwinism  and  mysticism,  Man's  Moral 
Nature,  and  dedicated  it  to  Whitman. 
The  year  before  he  died,  Bucke  would 
publish  his  mystical  masterwork, 
Cosmic  Consciousness;  it  may  seem  odd 
to  anyone  but  Bucke  that  during  the 
same  year  he  published  an  article, 
"How  shall  we  dispose  of  our  sewage?" 
Like  Whitman,  and  a  number  of  other 
nineteenth-century  figures,  Bucke  took 
the  sublime  and  the  mundane  both  for 
his  subject  and  enthusiasm. 

Bucke's  love  for  Whitman  was  pow- 
erful. While  he  never  seems  to  have 
understood  it  in  relation  to  the  notions 
about  homosexuality  that  were  being 


Horace  Traubel:  the  hottest  of  the  hot  little 
prophets,  sketched  at  Bon  Echo  by  Ontario 
cartoonist  J  W  Bengough. 

developed  at  the  time,  it  is  hard  not  to 
see  such  a  relation  in  retrospect.  When, 
in  1888,  Bucke  thought  that  Whitman, 
invalid  in  New  Jersey,  needed  a  new 
nurse,  he  sent  down  a  young  man  who 
had  been  working  for  him  at  the 
Asylum.  "His  name  is  Edward 
Wilkins,"  he  wrote  to  Whitman,  "I 
know  you  would  like  him.  He  is  a  real 
good,  nice-looking  young  fellow.  I 
have  known  him  some  years  —  he  is  as 
good  as  he  looks."  Whitman  did  like 
"Ed,"  so  much  that  when  someone 
referred  to  him  as  Whitman's  nurse, 
Whitman  corrected  the  reference  to 
read  "Whitman's  Canadian  friend  and 
nurse." 

By  the  time  of  Whitman's  death  in 
1892,  Bucke  was  important  enough  to 
be  named  an  honourary  pallbearer  and 
one  of  the  three  literary  executors.  He 
took  the  latter  seriously,  and  edited 
three  volumes  of  Whitman's  writings 


These  little-known  woodcuts  by  Frans 
Masereel,  German  anarchist  artist,  appeared 
in  a  French  translation  of  Whitman 's 
Calamus  poems  published  in  1919  in 
Geneva.  During  the  same  year,  Ontario 
Whitmanites  were  renaming  the  rock  at 
Bon  Echo. 


Calamus,  Number  18 

City  of  orgies,  walks  and  joys! 

City  whom  that  I  have  lived  and  sung  there 

will  one  day  make  you  illustrious, 
Not  the  pageants  of  you  —  not  your  shifting 

tableaux,  your  spectacles,  repay  me, 
Nor  the  processions  in  the  streets,  nor  the 

bright  windows,  with  goods  in  them, 
Nor  to  converse  with  learned  persons,  or 

bear  my  share  in  the  soiree  or  feast; 
Not  those  —  but,  as  I  pass,  O  Manhattan! 

Your  frequent  and  swift  flash  of  eyes 

offering  me  love, 
Offering  me  the  response  of  my  own  —  these 

repay  me, 
Lovers,  continual  lovers,  only  repay  me. 


Calamus,  Number  32 

What  think  you  I  take  my  pen  in  hand 

to  record? 
The  battle-ship,  perfect-model "d,  majestic, 

that  I  saw  pass  the  offing  to-day  under 

full  sail? 
The  splendors  of  the  past  day?  Or  the 

splendor  of  the  night  that  envelops  me? 
Or  the  vaunted  glory  and  growth  of  the  great 

city  spread  around  me?  —  No; 
But  I  record  of  two  simple  men  I  saw  to-day, 

on  the  pier,  in  the  midst  of  the  crowd, 

parting  the  parting  of  dear  friends, 
The  one  to  remain  hung  on  the  other's  neck, 

and  passionately  kissed  him, 
While  the  one  to  depart,  tightly  prest  the  one 

to  remain  in  his  arms. 


T 


Flora  MacDonald  Denison:  speaking  out  for 
women 's  rights  while  Walt  Whitman  was 
speaking  to  her  from  beyond  the  grave. 

for  publication  —  including  the  letters 
Whitman  had  written  over  many  years 
to  his  lover  Peter  Doyle.  Bucke  got 
these  from  Doyle,  wrote  an  introduction 
that  glossed  over  the  homosexual  basis 
for  the  friendship,  and  yet  published 
both  letters  and  introduction  under  the 
title  Calamus:  the  name  of  the  plant 
which  Whitman  had  used  to  symbolize 
male-male  sexual  love  in  his  1860  Leaves 
of  Grass.  Bucke  had  to  struggle  to  find 
a  publisher  fo"r  these  letters,  and  he  was 
encouraged"  by  the  homosexual  writer 
Edward  Carpenter. 

Just  what  Bucke  understood  about 
Whitman's  —  and  his  own  —  sexuality 
is  as  yet  unclear.  It  seems  hard  to 
believe  that  a  psychiatrist  of  his  stature, 
after  the  writings  of  Moll  and  Krafft- 
Ebing  and  Symonds  and  Ellis,  could  not 
see  what  was  there.  And  yet  his  idoliza- 
tion of  Whitman  into  a  modern  divinity 
—  Bucke  was  one  of  a  number  of 
Whitmanites  who  considered  Walt  a 
modern  Jesus  or  Mohammed,  and  was 
included  in  the  dismissive  label  they  all 
received:  Whitman's  "hot  little  proph- 
ets" —  and  a  need  to  avoid  facing  too 
clearly  his  own  response  to  Whitman 
may  have  encouraged  him  to  blind 
himself. 

The  trouble  in  his  marriage  came  dur- 
ing Whitman's  visit  to  the  Asylum, 
when  Mrs  Bucke  felt  slighted  because  of 
the  amount  and  kind  of  attention  her 
husband  was  bestowing  on  the  man  he 
so  loved.  She  was  also  alarmed  by  some- 
thing —  we  do  not  know  what  —  her 
friends  had  told  her  about  the  poet. 
When  Bucke  invited  Whitman  to  return 
for  a  second  trip,  she  objected  to  the 
point  of  threatening  to  move  back  to 
her  family  in  Sarnia.  Bucke  acquiesced, 
and  retracted  his  invitation.  "But 
Jessie,"  he  wrote  her,  "never  allow 
yourself  to  imagine  for  a  moment  that 
you  or  any  of  you  can  shake  my  affec- 
tion for  Walt  Whitman.  If  all  the  world 
stood  on  one  side,  and  Walt  Whitman 
and  general  contempt  on  the  other,  and 
I  had  to  choose  which  I  would  take,  I 
do  not  think  I  should  hesitate  (I  hope  I 
should  not)  to  choose  Walt  Whitman." 

Bucke's  relationship  with  Whitman 
demonstrates  the  paradox  that  sur- 
rounds most  of  the  "hot  little 
prophets"  —  Whitman  was,  to  them, 
both  a  god  in  the  flesh  and  a  fleshly 
scandal.  His  celebration  of  male-male 
comradeship  and  intimacy  allowed  them 
to  engage  their  own  homosexual  emo- 
tions as  if  with  the  blessing  of  his  cele- 
brations of  passionate  comradeship,  yet 
they  were  ever  uncomfortable  with  the 
implications  of  the  calamus-root. 

One  of  these  prophets  was  Horace 
Traubel,  who,  as  a  young  man,  visited 
the  invalid  Whitman  daily  for  the  last 
years  of  life  and  kept  an  elaborate  rec- 
ord of  everything  the  man  said  and  did 


Richard  Maurice  Bucke:  if  it  came  to 

a  choice  between  the  world  and  Whitman, 

he  hoped  he  'd  choose  Whitman. 

—  from  the  books  he  read  to  his  days  of 
constipation. 

After  Bucke's  death  in  1902,  an  even 
decade  after  Whitman's,  Traubel  was 
the  sole  leading  prophet,  the  surrogate 
for  Whitman  himself  to  the  growing 
number  of  Whitmanites  in  North 
America  and  in  England.  A  vigorous 
socialist  and  newspaper  editor,  Horace 
Traubel  came  to  Ontario  in  1919,  and 
moved  another  generation  of  Whitman- 
ites much  as  the  original  had  moved  Dr 
Bucke. 

In  February  1919,  eight  adults  and 
one  boy  gathered  together  in  the 
house  at  10  Euclid  Avenue,  Toron- 
to, for  a  seance.  Someone  had  covered 
the  overhead  lamp  with  a  shade  so  that 
it  shed  a  pink  light  that  to  the  group 
symbolized  Mother  Love,  but  mixed 
with  "Lover's  Love,  Fraternal  Love, 
and  Universal  Love."  One  of  the  group, 
Flora  MacDonald  Denison,  thought 
later  that  of  the  hundreds  of  psychical 
circles  she  had  known,  in  none  was  "the 
dominant  note  of  Love"  so  pronounced 
as  it  was  here  on  Euclid  Avenue. 

Instead  of  a  Ouija  board,  the  group 
used  a  heavy  plate  of  glass  to  communi- 
cate with  the  intelligences  of  the  "twen- 
tieth plane."  Louis  Benjamen,  the 
father  of  the  little  boy,  was  in  the  centre 
of  the  room.  He  was  the  director  of  the 
Psychical  Research  Society,  and  his 
book,  Twentieth  Plane,  was  the  subject 
of  a  major  controversy  in  the  Toronto 
newspapers.  But  none  of  those  present 
felt  it  was  controversial  at  all. 

Dr  A  D  Watson,  in  whose  house  they 
were  meeting,  began  by  communing 
with  his  Spirit  Mother  and  arranging 
through  her  a  conversation  with  Walt 
Whitman,  who  of  course  had  been  dead 
for  27  years.  Then  Whitman  appeared, 
took  the  board  and  held  it  for  an  hour 
and  a  half  during  which  the  group  felt 
that  "we  had  moved  into  the  Holy  of 
Holies  of  our  beings." 

Among  the  words  of  Whitman  which 
Mrs  Denison  was  allowed  to  repeat  in 
public  was  a  message  about  Horace 
Traubel  —  now,  in  1919,  a  prematurely 
old  man  of  61 .  "On  my  lips  I  feel  the 
imprint  of  his  kiss,"  Whitman  said. 
"He  is  a  noble  man.  Write  him  large  in 
the  literature  of  your  sphere."  With 
these  words  Mrs  Denison  saw  a  vision 
of  Traubel  as  the  young  man  of  30  years 
before,  ministering  to  the  dying  Whit- 
man. "How  young  Horace  looked," 
she  said. 

She  had  met  Traubel  during  the  war 
three  years  earlier,  in  Toronto,  through 
Henry  Scholey  Saunders.  Saunders  was 
a  cellist  who  had  taught  at  the  Conser- 
vatory and  played  with  the  Toronto 
Symphony,  a  son  of  the  man  who  had 
invented  the  early-ripening  Marquis 
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Ed  Wilkins:  sent  by  Bucke  to  nurse 
Whitman,  "a  real  good,  nice-looking  young 
fellow. . . .  He  is  as  good  as  he  looks.  " 

wheat  that  revolutionized  Prairie  farm- 
ing, and  an  eminent  Whitmaniac.  His 
father,  the  wheat  man,  had  been  a  Lon- 
don friend  of  Dr  Bucke  and,  when 
Whitman  was  in  London,  Henry,  a  boy 
of  16,  had  met  the  poet  when  his  father 
entertained  him  and  Bucke  at  a  Sunday 
supper.  He  never  forgot  this  meeting, 
and  for  the  rest  of  his  life  his  prime  pas- 
sion was  Whitman  —  in  collecting  and 
in  publishing. 

Among  his  publications  was  the  first 
translation  into  English  of  the  first 
major  public  debate  about  Whitman's 
sexuality.  It  took  place  in  the  Mercure 
de  France  in  1913,  and  Saunders  pub- 
lished the  entire  debate  —  for  private 
distribution  only. 

When  Saunders  introduced  Mrs 
Denison  to  Traubel,  she  was  so  im- 
pressed she  gave  him,  for  Mrs  Traubel, 
a  rose-point  handkerchief  made  by  a 
Blood  Nun  in  Belgium.  She  met  him 
twice  again  before  persuading  him  to 
come,  in  August  1919,  to  the  summer 
resort  which  she  owned  at  Bon  Echo, 
north  of  Peterborough.  She  ran  it  pri- 
marily for  Whitman  disciples,  both 
American  and  Canadian,  and  was  eager 
for  him  to  be  present  at  the  Centennial 
Convention  of  the  Whitman  Club  of 
Bon  Echo.  (Whitman  was  born  in 
1819.)  They  were  going  to  rename  the 
large  rock  that  jutted  out  into  Lake 
Mazinaw  in  the  poet's  honour. 

On  August  4,  about  4  o'clock,  an 
auto  drove  into  Bon  Echo  and  was 
greeted  by  a  "Welcome  Home"  sign 
over  the  door,  a  Union  Jack  on  one  side 
and  Old  Glory  on  the  other.  In  the  car 
sat  Horace  Traubel  and  three  others. 
Horace  was  almost  a  skeleton  now,  but 
his  "exquisitely  modeled  death-like 
face,  the  shaggy  bundles  of  snow-white 
hair,  and  the  wondrous  blue  eyes" 
struck  everyone  gathered  to  welcome 
him.  The  young  men  tenderly  assisted 
him  from  the  auto.  "Flora,"  he  said,  "I 
told  you  I'd  be  here." 

Traubel  enjoyed  the  convention, 
laughing  and  entertaining  the  company 
during  the  next  two  weeks.  Letters 
arrived  for  him  every  day,  all  of  which 
he  fussed  over;  those  from  J  W  Wallace, 
one  of  Whitman's  most  devoted  English 
disciples,  he  kissed  and  cried  over.  He 
loved  the  young  men  there,  and  after 
one  of  them,  a  young  Russian  they 
called  Dave  Cummings,  left  Bon  Echo, 
he  frequently  burst  out  crying  at  the 
mention  of  his  name. 

By  August  25,  the  big  day  of  the  con- 
vention, the  nights  were  getting  cooler 
and  Traubel  was  getting  weaker.  But  on 
the  big  day  he  insisted  on  walking  down 
the  steps  to  the  dock  where  he  climbed 
into  a  rowboat.  His  and  the  other 
boats  were  rowed  down  the  lake  along 
side  the  big  rock,  through  the  narrows, 
and  around  to  its  massive  head.  There 


To  all  but  radical  fairies,  the  admixture  of  mysticism  and  politics 
in  Whitman's  Ontario  disciples  may  seem  an  odd  one. 
But  weren  't  both  there  in  Walt  himself? 


Horace  Traubel  and  Mrs  Denison  placed 
their  hands  on  the  rock  and  renamed  it, 
quietly  uttering  its  new  cognomen:  OLD 
WALT.  Horace  and  Mrs  Traubel  burst 
into  sobs  while  the  rest  of  the  crowd 
remained  silent,  awe-struck. 

By  the  end  of  the  month,  Traubel  was 
sicker  yet.  He  was  given  a  bed  in  the 
tower  room  of  the  hotel,  where  he  could 
look  out  over  the  great  greyish  red 
gibraltar  he  had  rechristened,  could  see 
Old  Walt  in  the  famous  Bon  Echo 
sunsets.  On  the  28th,  Mrs  Denison 
heard  him  tapping  his  cane  and  rushed 
up  to  the  room. 

"Look,  look,  Flora,  quick,  he  is 
going." 

"What,  where,  Horace?  I  do  not  see 
anyone." 

"Why  just  over  the  rock  Walt  ap- 
peared, head  and  shoulders  and  a  hat 
on,  in  a  golden  glory  —  brilliant  and 
splendid.  He  reassured  me  —  beckoned 
to  me,  and  spoke  to  me.  I  heard  his 
voice,  but  did  not  understand  all  he 
said,  only,  "Come  on." 

Traubel  was  uplifted  by  this  vision. 
On  September  3  he  asked  for  his 
"toys,"  Whitman's  watch  and  purse 
and  letters.  On  September  6  one  of  the 
men  present  saw  Walt  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Traubel's  bed,  and  then  felt 
Walt,  passing  through  the  bed,  touch  his 
hand.  "The  contrast  was  like  an  electric 
shock."  Traubel  too  remarked  on 
Walt's  visible  presence. 

The  next  day,  Traubel  died.  Or  ra- 
ther, as  Mrs  Denison  put  it,  he  "joined 
Walt  Whitman." 

Mrs  Denison  had  been  visited  at  her 
Whitmanite  retreat  by  the  greatest  of 
the  hot  little  prophets  —  and  he  had 
died  on  her.  With  difficulty  she  found  a 
coffin  barely  in  time  to  catch  the  night 
train  to  Montreal.  Though  the  weather 
was  hot,  there  had  not  been  time  for 
proper  embalming,  so  that  by  the  time 
they  got  to  New  York  the  body,  badly 
shaken  in  the  baggage  car  and  begining 
to  smell,  had  to  be  re-embalmed.  It 


took  some  effort  to  find  a  suitable 
church  for  the  funeral,  since  Traubel 
was  a  socialist,  not  a  Christian.  When 
they  found  one  (one  that  had  departed 
from  almost  "all  semblance  of  ortho- 
doxy") and  the  funeral  was  about  to 
begin,  the  organ  loft  caught  fire  and  the 
service  was  confusedly  moved  else- 
where. 

"He  burned  the  church  down  before 
he'd  be  taken  into  it,"  one  wit 
remarked. 

"The  church,"  replied  another, 
"burned  down  before  it  would  have  him 
ink." 

At  the  service  Dave  Cummings,  the 
young  Russian,  nearly  collapsed  with  in- 
tense emotion  over  the  casket.  Traubel's 
dear  Toronto  friend  Mildred  Bain,  who 
wrote  a  book  about  him  and  may  have 
had  a  son  by  him,  said  that  "Comrade- 
ship was  his  religion."  He  had  told  her 
that  the  next  issue  of  his  newspaper  was 
to  be  about  Peter  Doyle,  Walt's  street- 
car conductor  lover.  "There  are  some 
things  about  Pete  that  I've  not  yet 
said."  But  his  Bon  Echo  death  came 
before  he  got  to  say  them. 

Back  at  Bon  Echo,  alone  in  the  cot- 
tage one  night  in  December  1919,  Mrs 
Denison  listened  to  the  lake  freeze  over 
and  reread  poems  by  Whitman  to  her- 
self, aloud.  It  was  twenty  below  out,  the 
lake  was  snapping  and  cracking,  but  her 
dog  and  cat  were  cozy  in  down  cush- 
ions. Before  turning  into  bed,  she  read 
Nietzsche's  ideas  of  a  superman,  think- 
ing of  Whitman,  thinking  of  Traubel. 

She  might  also  have  thought  of  Dr 
Bucke,  who  had  also  spoken  to  the 
Euclid  Avenue  gathering  ten  months 
earlier,  and  17  years  after  his  own 
death.  Bucke  had  recalled  Whitman  in 
these  words: 

"He  must  have  had  the  silver  soul  of 
the  silent  lover  of  his  fellows.  I  mean 
silent,  for  strength,  when  vast,  is  always 
still;  and  he  who,  as  Walt  did,  could  be 
a  democratic  man,  loving  the  truck- 
driver,  the  ferry-boat  attendant,  the 
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newsboy,  and  receive  them  in  his  simple 
house  as  he  often  did  —  that  man,  I 
say,  is  one  of  the  gods." 

Visits  and  visions  —  to  all  but 
radical  fairies  the  admixture  of 
mysticism  and  politics  in 
Whitman's  Ontario  disciples  may  seem 
an  odd  one.  But  for  someone  like  Bucke 
there  was  no  conflict  between  the 
impulses  that  led  to  reforms  in  the  care 
of  the  insane  and  those  that  responded 
to  cosmic  consciousness.  Weren't  both 
impulses,  after  all,  to  be  found  in  his 
master,  Walt  Whitman? 

Likewise  for  Flora  MacDonald 
Denison,  who,  far  from  being  just  a 
kooky  "psychic  researcher"  spending 
her  evenings  before  a  Ouija  board,  was 
Ontario's  most  radical  feminist  leader. 
A  seamstress,  a  single  mother,  a  busi- 
nesswoman, a  journalist,  a  tireless  cam- 
paigner for  women's  rights  —  Denison 
was  very  much  in  the  world  even  while 
she  was  listening  to  voices  from  the 
twentieth  plane.  Many  of  her  ideas 
about  feminism  were  derived  from  those 
of  the  American  radical  feminist  and 
lesbian  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman,  who 
was  one  of  the  regular  guests  at  Bon 
Echo.  And  Gilman  had  derived  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  her  social  thought 
from  reading  Walt  Whitman. 

Does  all  of  this  constitute  "gay  his- 
tory"? As  Alan  Miller  and  James 
Fraser,  from  the  Canadian  Gay 
Archives,  and  Bert  Hansen  and  myself 
from  the  University  of  Toronto,  have 
been  planning  a  conference  on 
"Whitman  in  Ontario,"  we  have  been 
reminded  of  the  need  for  situating  gay 
issues  and  behaviour  in  the  contexts  of 
broader  issues  and  behaviours  —  such 
as  nineteenth-century  mysticism  and 
Darwinism,  or  family  structures  and  the 
treatment  of  the  insane. 

For  every  anecdote  and  interesting 
mine  of  information  we've  come  upon, 
a  host  of  questions  has  been  raised. 
How  do  we  understand  the  intense 
male-male  emotions  as  between  Bucke 
and  Whitman,  or  Traubel  and  a  number 
of  younger  men?  How  did  Bucke's  mys- 
ticism relate  to  his  medical  reforms? 
How  did  Denison's  relate  to  her 
feminism? 

Gay  history  seems  to  be  following  in 
the  pattern  once  described  in  women's 
history.  First,  we  focus  on  a  few  prom- 
inent personalities,  usually  rich, 
famous,  or  otherwise  atypical.  Then  we 
gradually  move  into  the  mass  of  gays, 
large  patterns  of  social  experience. 

With  our  conference  on  Whitman  in 
Ontario  we  are  still  at  the  beginning. 
But  if  it  does  its  work  properly,  it  will 
not  just  talk  about  a  few  distinguished 
Whitmaniacs:  ii  will  stimulate  research 
into  what  the  gay  women  and  men  of 
1880.  or  191 9,  experienced. D 

The  uhiimw  i\  ONTARIO  confer- 
ence will  take  place  on  Saturday. 
October  IS.  at  I  rmdale  College  in  the 

L  nnersilv  of  Toronto,  tor  registration 
information  and  a  conference  schedule. 

write  to  WHITM  \Nlh  ONTARIO, 

Department  of  English,  I  rmdale  Col- 
lege. Mississauga  Ontario,  LSI  IC6,  Or 
call (416)  828-5291. 
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by  Brian  Mossop 


Gay  men's  feminist  mistake 


In  debates  of  recent  years  about  rela- 
tions between  lesbians  and  gay  men,  the 
special  relevance  of  feminism  to  gay 
men  has  often  been  assumed.  In  Canada 
and  elsewhere,  some  gay  male  activists 
have  been  vigorously  promoting  femin- 
ism as  a  basis  for  organizing  gay  men  — 
often  in  language  filled  with  charges  of 
sexism  and  appeals  to  guilt,  uttered  in  a 
particularly  self-righteous,  more- 
feminist-than-thou  tone  of  voice. 

The  substance  behind  this  has  not 
been  very  clear,  but  here  (I  think)  is  the 
basic  idea: 

The  gay  male  movement  has  gone  off 
track.  There  was  a  time  in  the  late  Sixties 
and  early  Seventies  when  we  were  close  to 
the  "feminist  roots  of  gay  liberation."  But 
now  gay  men  have  lost  touch  with  these 
roots.  The  macho  image  is  dominant  and  it  is 
the  centre  of  a  commercial  culture  that  is 
taking  us  away  from  the  path  of  liberation. 
To  return  to  this  path,  links  must  be  made 
with  lesbians  and  straight  women,  and  the 
banner  of  feminism  taken  up. 

This  outlook  is  in  my  opinion  tho- 
roughly misguided.  Feminism  has  arisen 
out  of  the  situation  of  women  in  our 
society.  That  situation  includes  a  system 
of  gender  roles,  and  a  family  insitution 
based  upon  them,  which  I  (like  the  gay 
male  feminists)  believe  to  be  the  reason 
both  women  and  gays  are  oppressed. 
However,  nothing  follows  from  this 
about  how  to  organize  gay  men.  The 
source  of  oppression  may  be  the  same, 
but  the  form  it  takes  is  different. 

Gay  men  are  treated  like  women  only 
in  superficial  ways,  as  in  queer  jokes. 
We  do  not  earn  6Wo  of  the  wages  of 
straight  men.  We  do  not  enter  into  con- 
tracts where  economic  support  is  ex- 
changed for  personal  service  to  a  man 
(indeed,  we  are  legally  prevented  from 
marrying  each  other).  Queerbashing  and 
hustling  do  not  work  like  rape  and  pros- 
titution. 

We  suffer  in  distinct  ways  as  men- 
who-are-not-heterosexual.  We  are 
dragged  through  the  courts  for  having 
sex  with  each  other.  We  are  treated  as 


the  monsters  of  society:  corrupters  of 
children,  destroyers  of  the  family  and  of 
civilization  itself. 

That  is  why  here  in  Toronto  you  will 
find  very  few  men  at  International 
Women's  Day  marches  (this  I  know 
from  personal  experience)  —  but  lots  of 
them  taking  part  in  self-defence  classes, 
in  the  defence  of  The  Body  Politic'* 
right  to  publish  discussions  of  issues  like 
pedophilia,  and  in  the  campaign  against 
raids  on  baths. 

Feminism  simply  does  not  address 
these  immediate  concerns  of  gay  men. 

Which  is  not  to  say  that  the  better- 
ment of  the  position  of  women  will  not 
help  gay  men.  I  think  it  will,  and  we 
should  devote  some  effort  to  supporting 
certain  feminist  demands.  But  before  we 
can  support,  we  must  organize  ourselves 
—  around  our  own  needs.  I  say  certain 
demands  because  it  is  against  our  inter- 
ests to  support  feminists  who  demand 
stronger  pornography  laws  or  ignorant- 
ly  denounce  gay  S&M  and  pedophilia  as 
manifestations  of  what  they  call  male 
violence  and  power.  Anti-lesbian  trends 
in  feminism  are  of  course  against  our  in- 
terests too;  indeed,  the  fact  that  lesbians 
are  still  in  an  uphill  fight  against  hetero- 
sexism  in  the  women's  movement  un- 
derscores the  impossibility  of  making 
feminism  as  it  now  exists  a  rallying 
point  for  gay  men. 

The  advocates  of  feminism-for-gay- 
men  might  agree  that  it  has  little  to  say 
about  raids  on  baths,  but  I  have  often 
heard  claims  that  a  feminist  analysis  can 
help  us  deal  with  such  matters  as  gay 
male  sexual  and  emotional  interaction, 
creating  better  social  environments  for 
gay  men,  and  defining  a  new  sense  of 
what  it  means  to  be  a  man. 

Sex.  Nothing  I  have  read  by  feminists 
about  straight  men's  or  lesbians'  sexual- 
ity has  been  particularly  applicable  to 
gay  men.  This  seems  inevitable,  since 
women  have  no  experience  in  the 
matter. 


Gay  male  relations  cannot  be  under- 
stood in  terms  of  heterosexual  relations, 
since  neither  partner  has  been  raised  as 
a  woman.  This  frustrates  attempts  to 
ape  straights,  however  hard  some  may 
try.  Related  to  this  is  the  absence  in  gay 
sex  of  the  built-in  power  relationship  of 
straight  sex  (unless  it  is  present  for  some 
other  reason  such  as  a  difference  in 
class,  race  or  age).  This  is  true  of  lesbi- 
ans too,  but  since  our  different  sexual 
upbringing  has  apparently  resulted  in 
somewhat  different  sexual  fantasies  and 
practices,  we  cannot  take  lesbians  as 
models. 

Social  environments.  Gay  men  regularly 
complain  about  the  "bar  and  bath 
scene."  Can  we  use  the  experience  of 
the  women's  movement  to  make  these 
and  other  environments  better?  I  don't 
see  how. 

Women  have  had  to  find  ways  of 
coming  together  in  the  face  of  a  lack  of 
money  and  isolation  from  each  other  in 
marriage  (whence  the  idea  of  "sister- 
hood"). But  this  is  not  the  situation  of 
gay  men.  We  are  much  better  off  finan- 
cially, and  what  we  are  trying  to  create 
is  not  environments  supplementary  to 
family  life,  but  substitutes  for  it. 

The  environments  that  exist  have 
their  problems,  some  arising  from  the 
predominance  of  commercial  motives, 
some  from  the  difficulties  of  male  sexu- 
al emotional  interaction.  But  these  are 
not  the  problems  that  feminists  — 
straight  or  lesbian  —  have  had  to  cope 
with. 

Being  a  man.  Men  need  to  become  less 
aggressive  and  competitive,  and  the 
mainstream  feminist  view  —  that  both 
sexes  should  learn  to  be  either  passive  or 
aggressive  as  the  situation  demands  — 
does  provide  us  with  a  goal.  However, 
since  as  men  we  are  coming  from  the 
"aggressive"  end  of  the  scale,  we  must 
find  our  own  way  to  that  goal. 

In  searching  for  a  way,  we  will  not  be 
helped  by  trends  within  feminism  that 


"It's  hard  to  imagine  a  movement  of  gay  men  getting  anywhere  without  the 
fundamental  bond  of  'men  loving  men '  Just  as  they  are,  with  all  the  contradictions  of  people 
raised  in  a  sexist  society.  To  hate  ourselves  as  men  is  as  harmful 
as  to  feel  guilty  about  being  gay. " 


idealize  traditional  "female"  character- 
istics and  make  men  responsible  for 
violence  and  war  —  and  Evil  generally. 
While  a  degree  of  antipathy  toward  men 
is  perhaps  necessary  on  the  part  of 
women,  such  an  attitude  has  no  place 
among  gay  men. 

Yet  I  have  actually  heard  gay  men  say 
that  they  don't  really  like  men  (except  in 
the  bedroom),  that  they  want  to  "refuse 
to  be  men."  It's  hard  to  imagine  a 
movement  of  gay  men  getting  anywhere 
without  the  fundamental  bond  of  "men 
loving  men"  just  as  they  are,  with  all 
the  contradictions  of  people  raised  in  a 
sexist  society.  To  hate  ourselves  as  men 
is  as  harmful  as  to  feel  guilty  about 
being  gay. 

The  hope  that  feminism  could  help  us 
redefine  maleness  arises,  I  think,  from  a 
belief  that  the  current  "masculine"  gay 
male  image  is  a  step  backward  from  the 
older  image  of  the  queen  —  and  a  step 
toward  identification  with  straight  men 
and  "patriarchy."  Actually  it  is  more  a 
step  forward,  because  it  is  closer  to  the 
reality  of  our  lives  —  that  we  are  men, 
but  not  straight  men. 

The  moustache-and-check-shirt  look 
and  its  variants  are  in  fact  ambiguous. 
They  can  be  closety  and  straight- 
oriented,  but  they  can  also  express  a  re- 
fusal to  let  "man"  and  "straight  man" 
mean  the  same  thing.  They  can  mock 
the  straight  male  image,  challenging  it 
on  its  own  ground.  There  are  times  in 
certain  Toronto  bars  when  you  can  find 
"masculine "-looking  men  cuddling  and 
generally  relating  to  each  other  in  ways 
that  straight  men  do  not. 

The  "masculine"  image  is  the  latest 
attempt  by  gay  men  to  define  who  we 
are  in  the  face  of  the  dominant  idea  that 
we  are  not  really  men  (though  as  already 
noted,  our  economic  and  legal  situation 
is  that  of  men.)  Earlier  attempts  at  self- 
definition  involved  various  sorts  of  ef- 
feminacy. Drag  queens,  for  instance,  by 
adopting  exaggerated  traditional  female 
dress  and  gesture,  have  shown  how 
ridiculous  society's  identification  of  gay 
men  with  women  really  is. 

However,  neither  drag  nor  other 
forms  of  effeminacy  can  challenge  the 
male  image  on  its  own  ground.  The 
furthest  they  go  is  to  define  us  as  a 
mechanical  mixture  of  woman  and  man. 
Whereas  if  we  look  at  the  "masculine" 
gay  men  whom  we  know  (rather  than 
consider  the  macho  image  in  the  ab- 
stract), we  can  see  that  they  have  often 
subtly  incorporated  the  effeminate  trad- 
ition into  the  current  image /identity. 

Feminism  is  attractive  because,  if  gay 
men  could  adopt  some  version  of  it,  we 
would  have  an  ideological  basis  for 
unity  with  lesbians  and  straight  women. 
But  such  an  alliance,  however  impor- 
tant, cannot  be  based  on  ideas  that  do 
not  speak  directly  to  gay  men's 
concerns. 

Feminism  is  also  attractive  because  it 
is  a  relatively  well  worked  out  body  of 
ideas,  and  gay  men  lack  such  a  theory  as 
a  guide  to  action.  But  no  theory  can 
guide  us  successfully  unless  it  comes  out 
of  the  actual  lives  of  gay  men.  It  is  no 
use  trying  to  see  our  lives  in  terms  of  the 
lives  of  women  or  any  other  oppressed 
group. 

We  must  find  our  own  way.D 
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avelock  Ellis  was  one  of  the  fore- 
most influences  on  the  devel- 
opment of  twentieth  century 
concepts  of  homosexuality.  His  pioneer- 
ing book  on  Sexual  Inversion,  published 
amidst  considerable  confusion  and  legal 
controversy,  and  originally  written  with 
John  Addington  Symonds  (subject  of  a 
previous  biography  by  Phyllis  Gross- 
kurth)  was  the  first  major  English 
text  on  the  subject.  It  influenced  not  on- 
ly so-called  "expert  opinion,"  par- 
ticularly in  the  careful  and  ultimately 
ludicrous  distinctions  made  between 
congenital  inversion  and  acquired 
homosexuality.  It  also  provided  an  en- 
thusiastically seized  upon  text  for  those 
described  in  it.  In  a  series  of  interviews  I 
have  had  with  gay  men  over  60,  the 
book  most  commonly  mentioned  as  a 
major  positive  influence  was  Ellis's 
(followed  by  Edward  Carpenter's  The 
Intermediate  Sex). 

And  yet  if  we  read  the  whole  body  of 
his  work  today  it  is  indefinably  dated: 
the  language  too  obviously  elegant,  the 
arguments  too  metaphysical,  the 
positive  elements  too  tentative,  the 
biological  reductionism  too  oppressive 
in  its  belief  that  anatomy  was  the  key  to 
social  destiny. 

It  is  this  difference  between  Ellis's 
contemporary  force  and  his  modern 
assessment  that  provides  the  major  in- 
terest of  his  life  and  work.  For  if  we 
could  understand  that  tension  then  we 
might  find  the  key  to  the  ways  in  which 
sexuality  has  been  regulated  during  this 
century. 

This  major  biography  by  Phyllis 
Grosskurth  is  weakened  by  its  failure 
even  to  see  the  problem,  let  alone  offer 
an  explanation.  It  has  many  virtues, 
contains  a  mass  of  valuable  new  infor- 
mation, and  is  infinitely  more  useful 
than  any  previous  biography.  But  it 
stays  firmly  within  the  conventions  of 
biography,  and  as  a  result  does  little  to 
help  us  understand  the  real  context  in 
which  Ellis  was  working.  Grosskurth 
adopts  an  almost  unconscious  teleology, 
in  which  Ellis  can  be  placed  as  a  pre- 
Freudian  in  thought,  and  as  negligible 
in  his  long  term  significance.  But  what 
is  really  interesting  about  Ellis  is  his 

Havelock  Ellis:  A  Biography  by  Phyllis 
Grosskurth.  McClelland  and  Stewart,  1980. 
$22.50. 


The  writings  of  Havelock  Ellis  have  been  instrumental 

in  shaping  modern  notions  of  sexuality.  Phyllis  Grosskurth's 

major  biography  provides  some  new  information,  but  fails  to  come 

to  grips  with  either  the  historical  context  of  Ellis's  work  or  —  it  seems  — 

his  own  sexual  unorthodoxy. 

HAVELOCK  ELLIS 


SEXUALITY  AS  KNOWLEDGE 


place  as  one  of  the  moulders  of  modern 
ways  of  looking  at  sex.  Sexuality  was 
emerging  in  the  late  nineteenth  century, 
when  Ellis  was  beginning  his  work,  as  a 
new  continent  of  knowledge;  it  claimed 
to  find  in  nature  a  host  of  sexual  types, 
individual  causations  and  determined 
relationships.  Ellis's  historic  function 
was  to  describe  the  exotic  flora  and 
fauna  his  work  set  out  to  'discover'; 
Freud's  was  to  try  to  theorize  the  sub- 
terranean dynamics.  Both  were  part- 
ners, along  with  sexologists  such  as 
Krafft-Ebing,  Moll,  Hirschfeld,  Bloch 
and  others,  in  actually  constituting  a 
new  role  for  the  sexual  in  explaining  the 
social.  And  in  the  process  a  grid  of  def- 
inition was  placed  on  the  flux  of  sexuali- 
ties,  reinforced  by  medical,  psychologi- 
cal, welfare,  legal  and  customary  prac- 
tices, and  given  the  status  of  existential 
truth.  We  take  the  result  so  much  for 
granted  that  we  can  barely  see  these 
roots.  It  seems  to  mc  a  crucial  task  of 
sexual  politics  to  understand  these  ori- 
gins, unmask  the  hidden  processes,  and 
go  beyond  the  notion  of  sex  as  destiny 


to  a  realm  of  sex  as  choice. 

Within  its  limits  Grosskurth's  bio- 
graphy does  provide  some  useful  new 
insights  to  help  in  this  task.  It  is  inter- 
esting on  the  development  of  Sexual  In- 
version and  other  volumes  in  the  majes- 
tic series  of  Studies  in  the  Psychology  of 
Sex;  and  very  good  and  illuminating  on 
the  mutual  influence  of  Ellis  and  con- 
temporary anthropology.  Phyllis  Gross- 
kurth has  been  able  to  deploy  a  mass  of 
previously  unseen  papers  in  the  hands 
of  Ellis's  adopted  family,  and  not  sur- 
prisingly a  number  of  new  and  often  de- 
lightful anecdotes  also  appear.  I  partic- 
ularly liked  the  one  of  Ellis  dancing,  in 
his  60s,  around  his  room  to  the  strains 
of  the  Brahms  violin  concerto  coming 
from  his  newly  acquired  gramophone. 
Ellis  remained  to  the  end  a  self-con- 
scious late  Victorian  rebel.  The  bio- 
graphy is  best  in  describing  these  indiv- 
idual qualities  and  in  discoursing  on  the 
intricacies  of  Ellis's  complex  and  deli 
cue  relations  with  women,  though  1  £it 
the  feeling  that  Phyllis  Grosskurth  finds 
these  somewhat  difficult  to  compre- 


hend. She  is  unable  to  resist  a  normative 
tone  in  relation  to  Ellis's  delight  in 
watching  women  pee  (one  of  the  fascin- 
ating revelations  in  the  book  is  the  num- 
ber of  women  who  were  willing  to  in- 
dulge Ellis  his  erotic  leanings,  including, 
it  seems,  Margaret  Sanger).  Neverthe- 
less the  book  is  an  advance  on  the  truly 
appalling  prurience  of  Arthur  Calder 
Marshall's  study  in  the  1950s,  or  Vin- 
cent Brome's  attempt  to  find  the  key  to 
Ellis's  unorthodoxies  in  his  repressed 
homosexuality  in  the  recent  Havelock 
Ellis:  Philosopher  of  Sex  (Oxford  in 
Canada),  a  book  also  conceived  in  the 
1950s. 

Grosskurth's  first  book,  on  Symonds, 
was  hailed  on  its  appearance  in  1964  as 
the  first  modern,  frank  biography  of  a 
homosexual.  I  have  always  felt,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  a  certain  am- 
bivalence about  homosexuality  in  that 
book,  and  though  the  present  work  goes 
beyond  that,  there  remains,  I  sense,  a 
certain  unease  about  sexual  unortho- 
doxy, a  yearning  for  a  more  ostensibly 
"normal"  ambience.  Perhaps  because 
of  this  there  is  disappointingly  little  that 
is  new  about  Ellis's  personal  relations 
with  homosexuals.  Edith  Ellis's  lesbian 
relations  are  described  dispassionately, 
but  there  is  little  on  Edward  Carpenter 
and  his  circle,  which  had  many  overlaps 
with  Ellis's,  and  not  much  new  on  the 
many  homosexuals  who  contacted  Ellis. 
It  is  other  parts  of  Ellis's  life  that  are 
best  illuminated,  and  enough  material  is 
cited  to  allow  us  to  make  some  sort  of 
assessment.  The  picture  that  finally 
emerges  is  of  a  curiously  ambivalent 
man,  much  less  reclusive  than  legend 
has  it,  and  much  bolder  in  pursuing  his 
erotic  desires.  He  was  also  a  person 
aware  of  his  historic  destiny,  touchy 
about  the  reception  of  his  work,  and 
quite  obviously  a  little  jealous  of 
Freud's  greater  fame.  But  he  may  rest 
assured.  If  we  are  now  able  to  take  a 
balanced  view  of  his  work,  and  see  its 
limitations,  it  is  partly  because  of  the 
\  cry  success  of  the  endeavours  of  him 
and  his  contemporaries  in  creating  sex- 
uality as  a  legitimate  terrain  of  social 
thought  and  reforming  actmt\ .  Our 
task  today  is  to  go  beyond  the  categor- 
ies that  1  His  helped  to  construct;  but 
without  those  categories  texual  politics 
would  have  had  no  place  to  begin  o\er 
the  past  eight)  yean. 

Jeffro  We«ks 
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Enough  is  enough  is  enough 


The  Black  and  White  of  It  by  Ann  Allen   . 
Shockley.  Naiad  Press,  1980.  $5.95  US. 

No  one  can  accuse  Ann  Allen  Shockley 
of  looking  at  the  world  through  rose- 
coloured  glasses. 

"There  are  times,"  the  author  of 
Loving  Her  writes,  "when  you  have  to 
think  of  the  black  and  white  of  it."  It's 
this  thought  that  provides  the  title  for 
Shockley's  latest  work. 

The  Black  and  White  of  It,  a  collec- 
tion of  ten  short  stories,  focuses  on  the 
pain,  frustration  and  fear  that  tinge  the 
lives  of  women  in  love  with  other 
women.  It's  relentless. 

And  amazing.  Amazing  that  Shock- 
ley,  in  100  pages,  could  hit  upon  so 
many  of  the  problems  that  threaten  and 
plague  lesbians.  The  first  story,  "Spring 
into  Autumn,"  wraps  us  in  the  loneli- 
ness of  Penelope,  a  middle-aged  English 
professor,  abandoned  by  her  lover  of 
ten  years,  who  finds  fleeting  relief  in  the 
arms  of  Jennifer,  a  23-year-old  math 
major. 

"One  More  Saturday  Night  Around" 
and  "Holly  Craft  Isn't  Gay"  bring  us 
the  desperation  of  women  who  are  tied 
to  husbands  and  families,  trying  to 
arrange  the  occasional  clandestine 
meeting  with  illicit  lovers  in  seedy  motel 
rooms. 

The  special  problems  faced  by  black 
lesbians,  namely  intense  homophobia 
from  family  and  bigotry  from  white 
homosexuals,  are  brought  to  light  in 
"Home  to  Meet  the  Folks"  and  "A 
Meeting  of  the  Sapphic  Daughter." 

The  list  goes  on.  In  all,  19  women, 


10%  Stein 


"Gerty,  Gerty.  Gerty  Stein  is  Back,  Back, 
Back."  Written  and  performed  by  Pat  Bond. 
A  television  special  produced  for  PBS. 

On  September  20,  at  8:00  pm,  PBS  will 
air  Pat  Bond's  one-woman  show, 
"Gerty,  Gerty,  Gerty  Stein  is  Back,  Back, 
Back. "Gerty,  Gerty...  was  the  message 
that  the  New  York  Times  translux  flash- 
ed out  to  New  Yorkers  in  1934  when  the 
author  of  "a  rose  is  a  rose  is  a  rose" 
returned  to  her  native  land  after  more 
than  20  years  in  Paris.  She  was  finally 
being  recognized  and  celebrated  follow- 
ing the  publication  of  The  Auto- 
biography of  Alice  B  Toklas.  Pat  Bond 
becomes  Gertrude  Stein  for  an  hour  of 
compelling  and  sometimes  hilarious  TV. 
"Despite  all  our  problems  with  her," 
Bond  says,  "...she  dared  to  live  her  own 
life  in  a  time  when  women  did  not  do 
that  at  all.  She  was  as  open  a  lesbian  as 
she  could  be"  (from  "Pat  Bond:  (Role) 
Playing  Stein"  by  Michael  Lynch  and 
Mariana  Valverde,  TBP,  Dec/Jan  1980). 

Before  WWI,  Stein  befriended  and 
encouraged  the  young  Picasso,  Matisse 
and  Braque.  Later  her  studio  in  Paris 
was  open  to  Hemingway,  Ezra  Pound, 
Scott  and  Zelda  Fitzgerald,  Thornton 
Wilder  and  scores  of  others.  Bond 
guides  us  through  the  encounters  and 
friendships  in  a  light,  telling  and  im- 
mediate way.  Most  of  the  material  is 
written  by  Pat  Bond  —  "only  about 
10%  is  Gertrude  Stein"  —  and  yet  she  is 
convincing  as  Stein,  so  deeply  has  she 
researched  her  subject. 

It  is  an  excellent  show  and  one  more 
small  step  in  celebrating  our  own. 

Norman  Hay  LI 


star-crossed,  tortured,  lonely,  and  de- 
luded. Black  indeed. 

The  white  of  it  seems  to  be  the  brief 
moments  when  obstacles  have  been 
overcome  and  the  joy  of  lovemaking 
takes  place.  Lesbian  ecstasy  in  the  eye 
of  the  hurricane. 

The  book  is  worth  reading  for  its  suc- 
cess in  articulating  black  lesbian  prob- 
lems and  issues.  A  black,  born  in  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  Shockley  is  able  to 
draw  from  her  own  experiences  to  open 
white  dyke  eyes  to  the  world  of  the  bull- 
dagger  (a  vicious  epithet  hurled  at  black 
lesbians  by  their  straight  relations).  It's 
a  world  where  homosexuality  is  labelled 
"white  pollution  —  a  white  trick  for 
black  genocide."  A  world  where  the 
"solution"  to  homosexuality  is  simple 
—  "give  the  women  some  good  man 
lovin'  and  castrate  the  men,  throw  'em 
in  the  goddamed  river..." 

Unfortunately,  while  Shockley's  book 
provides  valuable  insights,  it  falls  down 
as  fiction.  Good  fiction  does  not  live  by 
themes  and  ideas  alone.  It  needs  action, 
imagery  —  meat.  These  stories  read  like 
one  long  Hamlet  sigh  of  collective  self- 
pity.  The  major  action  stems  from 
dining,  love  making  and  wallowing  in 
emotion.  Dialogue  is  humourless.  Im- 
agery is  weak,  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  detailed  analysis  of  her  char- 
acters' eating  habits.  You  can't  help  but 
notice  that  never  have  so  few  lesbians 
wolfed  down  so  much  food  in  so  few 
pages. 

The  author  fails  to  bring  her  women 
to  life.  She  bores  us  with  potentially 
fascinating  females  by  ripping  them 


from  the  fabric  of  their  lives  and  plunk- 
ing them  down  in  couples  either  at  the 
dinner  table  or  on  the  bed.  Robbed  of 
their  fields  of  action,  Shockley's  women 
become  over-contemplative,  bordering 
on  neurotic. 

What  does  it  really  feel  like  to  be  a 
lesbian  mother  and  wife  (Bethany  in 
"One  More  Saturday  Night  Around") 
or  a  black  lesbian  running  for  Congress 
(Mattie  in  "Play  It  Don't  Say  It"),  or  a 
gay  English  professor  teaching  hetero- 
sexual co-eds  about  Romeo  and  Juliet 
(Penelope  in  "Spring  into  Autumn")? 
We  never  learn. 

Instead  we  get  the  repeated  presenta- 
tion of  woman  as  lover  and  diner.  A 
fine  archetype,  but  one  can  handle  only 
so  much  oral  sex  and  potato  salad.  To 
paraphrase  Gertrude  Stein,  enough  is 
enough  is  enough.  Is  disappointing. 
Fay  OrrD 

Beyond  the  obvious 

Homosexuality  and  Liberation:  Elements  of  a 
Gay  Critique  by  Mario  Mieli.  Gay  Men's 
Press,  London,  1980.  About  $12. 

One  of  the  problems  of  the  contem- 
porary gay  movement  is  that  while  it 
exists  in  virtually  all  western  countries, 
there  is  nonetheless  very  limited  contact 
between  different  movements.  Divided 
by  geography  and  language,  each  move- 
ment goes  its  own  way  with  only  occa- 
sional encounters  or  exchanges  of 
articles  to  create  a  genuine  inter- 
nationalism. 

Thus  it  seems  very  important  that  the 
Gay  Men's  Press  in  London  is  making 
available  to  English-language  readers 
some  of  the  writings  of  European  gay 
liberationists,  of  which  this  and  Rosa 
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von  Praunheim's  Army  of  Lovers  are 
the  first. 

For  Anglo-Saxons,  with  our  lack  of 
interest  in  theory,  our  acceptance  of  the 
largely  unarticulated  notion  of  a  gay 
minority  and  a  civil  rights  strategy,  it  is 
particularly  important  to  recognize  that 
there  is  another  tradition.  The  gay 
movements  in  Italy,  France  and  Spain, 
which  are  heavily  influenced  by  Freud 
and  Marx,  represent  this  alternate 
tradition. 

Mieli  writes  as  someone  who  rejects 
some  elements  of  the  traditions  of 
Freud  and  Marx,  but  only  after  having 
mastered  them  completely.  There  are 
some  strong  similarities  in  his  work  to 
the  early  writings  of  Guy  Hocquen- 
ghem,  but  by  and  large  Midi's  book  is 
more  accessible  to  the  English  language 
reader. 

Midi's  view  of  homosexuality  is 
clearly  within  a  Freudian  tradition  that 
seems  to  have  been  largely  misunder- 
stood in  most  North  American  move- 
ment writing.  He  sees  homosexuality  as 
part  of  the  gamut  of  human  sexuality. 
Thus,  its  repression  among  the  majority 
and  the  social  significance  of  this  are  as 
worthy  of  explanation  as  its  actualiza- 
tion among  a  minority.  Indeed,  Mieli 
does  one  thing  that  seems  to  be  totally 
original,  and  that  is  to  suggest  the  con- 
sequences of  repressed  heterosexuality 
for  gay  men,  even  though  he  does  not 
develop  this  as  fully  as  he  might. 

To  this  view  of  sexuality  he  adds, 
however,  two  further  mega-theories  that 
seem  to  me  to  require  more  than  mere 
assertion:  the  link  between  sexism  and 
the  repression  of  (male)  homosexuality, 
and  the  link  between  repressed  desire 
and  capitalism. 

Like  Hocquenghem,  Mieli  is  weakest 
when  he  speaks  of  women.  There  is  con- 
siderable identification  with  them,  but 
at  the  same  time  an  almost  total  failure 
to  discuss  female  sexuality  except  in 
terms  of  male  sexuality.  Does  he  see  the 
repression  of  female  homosexuality  as 
equivalent  to  that  of  men?  Indeed  the 
question  is  problematic.  Mieli  also  con- 
fuses sexuality  with  sex  roles. 

Thus  Mieli  can  correctly  claim  it 
"imbecilic'  to  confuse  homosexuality 
with  "masculinity"  in  women  and 
"effeminacy"  in  men.  Like  Freud,  who 
said  the  same  thing,  Mieli  proceeds  to 
do  precisely  that,  using  the  term  "trans- 
sexual" to  imply  confusion  of  both  sex 
role  and  sexual  object.  Yet  isn't  the 
present  trend  toward  lesbian  separatism 
(at  least  in  lifestyle)  and  macho  culture  a 
move  away  from  seeing  the  two  as 
linked? 

Even  more  debatable  is  the  link 
between  sexual  repression  and  cap- 
italism: 

Given  the  very  important  functional  role  for 
the  perpetuation  of  capitalism  of  the  subor- 
dination of  women  and  the  sublimation  of 
certain  "perverse"  erotic  tendencies  in  labor, 
the  (re)conquest  of  trans-sexuality  will  co- 
incide with  the  fall  of  capitalism  and  the  re- 
jection of  alienated  and  alienating  labor:  the 
struggle  of  homosexuals  and  women  is  essen- 
tial to  the  communist  movement.  (p38) 

Coming  from  a  country  with  much 
greater  experience  of  revolutionary 
movements,  one  would  expect  the  case 
to  be  more  closely  argued.  The  link 
between  capitalism  in  its  present  stage 
and  sexual  repression  is  by  no  means 
self-evident.  Some  analysis  of  the 
Italian  situation  and  the  evolution  of 
the  Italian  gay  movement  may  have 
added  to  this  debate. 

Among  Midi's  weaknesses  in  this 
book  are  a  sort  of  sloganizing  born  of 
the  late  Sixties  —  eg,  his  use  of  the 
terms  psychonazis  and  educastration  — 
a  tendency  to  treat  all  heterosexual  men 
as  the  same,  and  a  sort  of  gay 
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chauvinism. 

Midi  does,  however,  go  beyond  the 
obvious.  He  provokes,  although  he 
may  not  necessarily  satisfy.  His  Homo- 
sexuality and  Liberation  fulfils  a  role  in 
reminding  us  of  the  need  for  basic 
theoretical  clarity. 

Dennis  AltmanD 


Long  on  suds 

More  Than  Friends  by  Ruth  Turk.  Bantam, 
1980.  $2.50. 


Ruth  Turk's  More  Than  Friends  is  an- 
other book  in  the  tradition  of  Patricia 
Nell  Warren's  The  Front  Runner.  Again 
we  are  presented  with  a  gym  teacher  and 
his  infatuation  with  a  young  boy,  but  in 
Turk's  book  death  does  not  separate  the 
central  figures.  Instead,  they  wander  off 
into  other  relationships  by  the  end  of 
the  book,  each  having  grown  from  his 
first  gay  relationship. 

Fine.  An  optimistic  enough  story, 
with  personal  growth  on  each  side.  But 
the  author  has  mired  these  two  figures, 
and  just  about  everyone  around  them, 
in  a  gay  version  of  a  Harlequin  ro- 
mance. Philip  Ruskin,  the  gym  teacher, 
competes  secretly  with  his  teen-age 
daughter  for  the  favours  of  fourteen- 
year-old  Adam  Weber.  Before  he  admits 
to  himself  that  he  loves  Adam,  Philip 
decides  to  seduce  Adam's  mother  to 
prove  his  masculinity.  Philip's  wife  is 
sure  Philip  is  having  an  affair  when  she 
finds  a  gold  chain  on  the  bedroom 
floor.  All  of  these  episodes  occur  in  the 
first  hundred  pages  of  the  book. 

Things  don't  improve  much  in  the 
second  half  either,  when  Philip  and 
Adam  move  to  Washington  Square  to 
begin  a  new  life  together.  Apparently 
the  only  woman  they  can  safely  endure 
in  their  world  is  Madge,  a  fifty-ish 
school  principal  who  is  constantly  de- 
scribed in  motherly  terms  and  is  always 
cooking  for  the  "boys." 

The  book,  in  fact,  is  full  of  stereo- 
typed characters  such  as  Madge.  Al- 


though stereotypes  have  some  roots  in 
reality,  to  portray  them  as  real  people  is 
a  harmful  type  of  generalizing.  Perhaps 
the  fact  that  the  author  also  writes  an 
advice  column  apparently  like  that  of 
Ann  Landers  accounts  for  her  staying 
within  safe  boundaries  in  drawing  her 
characters. 

There  are,  it  is  true,  a  few  potentially 
touching  scenes  in  the  book,  such  as 
when  Philip  joins  a  gay  men's  encounter 
group  and  meets  Greg,  who  will  become 
his  lover.  But  these  few  episodes  are 
spoiled  by  a  combination  of  soft  porn, 
over-written  prose  ("At  long  last  Philip 
felt  like  a  storm-tossed  boat  finally 
come  into  the  harbor  he  had  searched 
for  all  his  life")  and  soap-opera  char- 
acters and  situations.  More  Than 
Friends  is  long  on  suds  and  short  on 
anything  thought-provoking  or  moving. 

Jon  Kaplan 


Pointless 


Boy  Meets  Boy,  a  musical  comedy  by  Bill 
Solly  and  Donald  Ward.  Pertormed  by  the 
Out  and  About  Theatre.  Private  Editions 
Series  Records.  $10.  US. 

What  gay  person  could  resist  something 
called  "Boy  Meets  Boy,"  after  a  life- 
time of  Fred  &  Ginger  musicals?  Given 
its  inspired  and  mischievous  theme  —  a 
musical  of  our  own  where  we  can  root 
our  two  heroes  on  as  they  overcome  all 
obstacles  and  live  happily  every  after  — 
it's  a  shame  that  "BMB"  isn't  more 
satisfying. 

"Boy  Meets  Boy"  was  first  produced 
Off-Broadway  in  1975.  This  album  is  a 
recording  of  a  successful  (10  week)  pro- 
duction put  on  by  The  Out  &  About 
Theatre  in  Minneapolis.  The  plot  is  set 
in  a  fantasy  London  of  the  1930's, 
where,  for  instance,  news  of  gay  wed- 
dings (well,  upper-class  gay  weddings) 
crowds  the  society  pages  alongside  an- 
nouncements that  the  King  of  England 


plans  to  marry  a  commoner. 

Very  few  shows  in  this  vein  manage  to 
sustain  great  musical  inspiration 
throughout.  Usually,  there's  a  quota  of 
two  memorable  tunes,  endlessly  repeat- 
ed, surrounded  by  lots  of  padding  (no 
Sondheimesque  innovations  here). 
"Boy  Meets  Boy"  succeeds  best  in  its 
formula-type  numbers,  which  sound 
vaguely  familiar  but  do  set  your  toes 
tapping:  eg  the  grand  male  burlesque 
number,  "It's  A  Dolly."  When  the 
score  tries  to  step  out  of  its  mold, 
though,  the  results  are  shaky,  often 
sounding  like  someone  sitting  at  a  piano 
improvising,  and  badly.  And  there's  a 
lack  of  polish  in  the  word-setting,  lyrics 
too  long  or  short  for  their  musical 
phrases,  that  grows  irritating  on  re- 
peated hearings. 

This  being  broad  musical  comedy,  the 
characters  are  by  necessity  one-dimen- 
sional —  but  why  such  unpleasant  di- 
mensions? The  men  are  mostly  ruthless 
Wall  Street  types,  equally  selfish  in  busi- 
ness and  in  love,  their  "romances"  re- 
sembling business  transactions.  One 
even  introduces  himself  to  us  in  a  musi- 
cal paean  to  "Me."  The  one  ballad, 
"Does  Anybody  Love  You,"  won't 
send  out  "Send  In  The  Clowns"  but  it 


Just  after  the  release  of  his  group's  first 
album,  Drastic  Measures  singer/song- 
writer Tony  Malone  wandered  into  a 
store  with  a  friend  looking  for  the 
record.  "Oh  that,  "  the  guy  behind  the 
counter  sneered.  "It's  so  commercial.  " 

It's  a  charge  Malone  must  relish. 
Drastic  Measures  (Columbia  Records) 
was  designed  to  get  a  lot  of  airplay  — 
and  it  worked.  Backed  by  (right  to  left) 
David  Norris  on  drums,  Webster  on 
bass,  guitar  player  Monte  Horton  and  a 
host  of  old  hands  including  Nash  the 
Slash,  sax  player  Fergus  Hambleton  and 
original  group  members  Peter  Morgan/ 
Novak  and  How'rd  Pope,  Tony  (far 
left)  has  been  beaming  out  his  particular 
brand  of  bouncy  madness  to  the  sprawl- 
ing suburbs  —  everything  from  the 
Lindsay  Kemp-inspired  "Flowers"  to 
the  maniacal  parade  of  whistling  and 
glockenspiel  in  "Hotsy  Totsy"  to  the 
group's  best-known  song,  released  as  a 
single  in  Britain,  "The  Teddy  Bears' 
Picnic." 

Purists  who  used  to  hang  out  with  the 
band  in  earlier  days  on  Toronto 's 
Queen  Street  (see  TBP,  Sept  78)  say 
something 's  been  lost,  and  they  may  be 
right.  Certainly  the  spark  of  sexual  am- 
biguity that  Tony's  between-song  banter 
used  to  lend  to  live  performances  is 
missing,  unless  you  read  the  liner  notes 
carefully.  But  the  t,      ;^al  and  lyrical 
imagination  is  still  very  much  there,  and 
Malone  knows  where  he  wants  to  take 
it:  straight  up.  His  material  on  this  first 
album  is  infectious  enough  that  you  'II 
probably  want  to  go  along  for  the  ride. 

Rick  Bebout 


at  least  is  a  note  of  sincerity  in  a  score 
that  seems  determined  at  all  costs  to  be 
superficial. 

To  the  writers'  discredit,  the  plot  re- 
volves around  an  embarrassing  manifes- 
tation of  "looksism"  —  at  its  ugliest. 
Ugly  Duckling  Guy,  treated  with  dis- 
dain by  the  man  he  loves,  "magically 
transforms  himself  through  the  Power 
of  Love"  (swirls  of  violins  and  harp 
glissandos)  into  Beautiful  Swan  — 
whereupon  Casey  immediately  offers  his 
hand  in  marriage.  Moral?  One  shudders 
to  think!  There's  not  even  the  assurance 
at  the  end  that  should  Guy  become  Ugly 
Duckling  again,  Casey  would  set  out  to 
prove  that  Yes  Virginia,  Gay  Love  Does 
Go  Beyond  Looks. 

Is  one  spoiling  the  fun  by  wishing  the 
show  took  the  opportunity  to  forward 
some  sort  of  message  to  its  audience? 
After  all,  this  is  1930's  England,  when 
we  can  be  sure  thousands  of  homosex- 
uals led  lives  of  closet  desperation,  due 
to  the  societal  structure  which  "Boy" 
parodies  but  does  not  deplore.  To  not 
even  intimate  this  still  largely  unac- 
knowledged oppression  is,  I  think,  to 
belittle  those  men  and  women. 

In  other  words,  this  score  would  score 
a  few  more  points,  if  it  made  a  few 
more.  Points. 

John  Allec 

"Boy  Meets  Boy"  may  be  ordered  from 

From  Row  Centre  Productions,  302  Ninth  St 

SE.  Minneapolis.  MM.  55414  USA. 


The  Big  Apple's  plum 

Last  Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove  by  Jane 
Chambers.  Directed  by  Nyla  Lyon.  Produced 
by  the  Glines.  at  Westside  Mainstage 
Theatre,  New  York  City 

Silling  00  the  $90  return  bus  from  Nl  i  . 
1  reflected  on  the  three  words  which 
evoke  the  pb)  1  sa\s  there:  hluc/fish/- 
COVC  Blue,  like  got  the  blues,  sadness 
and  desire  to  sing  out.  to  express  feel- 
ings; fish,  like  searching  tor  and  finding 
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the  saving  community;  and  cove,  like  a 
harbour-me  place,  a  vagina,  a  lover. 

I  was  so  pleased  to  arrive  in  the  Big 
Apple  to  find  a  plum,  a  lesbian  play, 
waiting  for  me.  In  the  newspapers,  I 
recognized  the  name  of  the  author,  Jane 
Chambers,  as  the  one  who  had  written 
A  Late  Snow,  which  was  performed  in 
Toronto  by  Atthis  Theatre  in  June  1979 
(TBP,  Aug  79).  (There  was  no  mention 
of  the  word  "lesbian"  in  the  large 
$1,000  a  week  ad.) 

As  the  play  opens,  the  spot  focuses 
on  Lil  fishing  off  a  rock  promontory  as 
if  the  audience  were  the  sea.  She's  talk- 
ing to  the  fish.... 

Eva  arrives.  She's  rented  a  cottage  for 
the  summer.  Assuming  Eva  is  gay,  Lil 
invites  her  to  a  party  that  evening. 
Wrong  assumption! 

At  the  party  one  of  Lil's  friends, 
Kitty,  freaks  out  for  fear  of  blowing  her 
straight  cover:  Dr  Kitty  Corchoran  has 
written  a  famous  book  called  The 
Female  Sexual  Imperative.  This  is  the 
book  which  turned  Eva  on  so  much  that 
she  just  left  her  husband.  Comic  co- 
incidences point  up  "deeper  truths" 
and  snappy  exchanges  keep  the  aud- 
ience in  stitches  over  the  always  funny 
coming  out  stories  —  being  gay  lends 
itself  so  well  to  the  comic  mode  where 
appearance  and  reality  criss-cross  each 
other. 

Soon,  however,  our  laughter  takes  its 
breath  in  sharply:  we  find  that  Lil  has 
cancer.  Her  coping  with  her  own  im- 
minent death,  at  the  same  time  as  she 
becomes  lovers  with  Eva  and  has  her 
first  satisfying  relationship,  produces  a 
very  poignant  play. 

I  was  impressed  by  Lil's  character  — 
she  didn't  want  chemotherapy,  prefer- 
ring to  die  intact.  I  was  impressed  by  the 
range  of  her  feeUngs  and  thoughts.  She 
put  me  in  mind  of  Dylan  Thomas's  line: 
"Rage,  rage  against  the  dying  of  the 
light." 

Her  white-hot  anger  at  having  to 


leave  life  just  as  she'd  got  hold  of  it 
gave  us  a  woman  angry  —  not  mad,  just 
angry  —  on  stage.  A  beautiful,  strong 
lesbian  character.  And  then  she  has  to 
die!  Damn. 

But  she  doesn't  die  in  a  way  that's  fu- 
tile and  the  struggle  lost.  She  dies  in  a 
process  of  development  instead  of  dis- 
integration. 

And  Eva:  her  naivete  is  comic  at  first, 
but  her  questioning  and  attentiveness 
become  her  real  strength,  so  that  when 
Lil  is  getting  sicker  and  trying  to  inval- 
idate their  relationship,  afraid  for  Eva 
to  be  attached  to  her  dying  self,  it's 
Eva's  strength  which  comes  to  the  fore. 
Eva  points  out  that  Lil's  bravado  covers 
up  her  fear  of  commitment,  and  says 
that  Lil  taught  her  to  stand  on  her  own 
feet  and  now  it's  Lil's  turn  to  learn  to 
lean  on  her  friend  for  support. 

This  reminds  me  of  how  Bluefish 
Cove  is  a  development  from  A  Late 
Snow,  where  the  suspense  of  the  play 
was  based  on  which  of  the  women 
would  become  lovers,  whereas  Bluefish 
Cove  allowed  a  relationship  to  form  ear- 
ly in  the  play  and  then  studied  how  the 
main  event  of  the  play  (Lil's  death) 
would  affect  that  relationship.  At  the 
beginning,  for  example,  Lil  didn't  tell 
Eva  that  she  had  cancer;  you  can  bet 
her  friends  had  all  kinds  of  opinions  on 
that! 

The  first  half  of  the  play  was  a  bit  of 
a  strain.  The  language  and  action  didn't 
show  much  of  the  loving  that  goes  on 
between  lesbians  and  some  of  the  acting 
was  a  bit  stiff.  However,  after  inter- 
mission Lil  and  Eva  crawled  around 
each  other's  bodies  and  held  backs  and 
fronts  in  the  gymnastic  ways  many  of  us 
do,  exchanging  tenderness  and  holds  as 
much  as  genital  sex.  All  this  body 
language  amid  intense  and  funny  dia- 
logue about  love  and  living  together  and 
"how  mother  reacted,"  etc,  made  for  a 
very  dear  scene. 

The  play's  main  politics  centre 


around  getting  lesbian  characters  into 
the  mainstream  of  theatre  —  discussing 
lesbian  experience,  showing  our 
humour,  our  self-actualizing,  our  loving 
—  thereby  making  our  myths  and  our 
heroes.  The  play  does  admirably:  I  felt 
so  proud. 

Nevertheless,  I  would  have  felt  even  bet- 
ter with  at  least  a  hint  of  why  or  how  Lil 
got  cancer  —  from  herbicides  sprayed  in 
the  countryside,  from  living  near  a 
nuclear  plant  or  a  uranium  tailings 
dump?  It  is  tragedy  enough  that  we 
must  all  die  a  natural  death,  but  it's 
going  to  be  a  mass  tragedy  if  we  don't 
stop  putting  cancer  deaths  down  to 
natural  causes. 

In  closing,  a  few  words  about  the 
people  involved  in  Bluefish  Cove:  The 
"Who's  Who"  in  the  programme 
knocked  me  out.  It  would  take  two  full 
columns  of  TBP  to  list  the  plays,  TV  and 
film  experience  and  theatre  studies  of 
the  eight  actors,  the  playwright  and  the 
director. 

Here  are  a  few  tidbits.  Jean  Smart, 
who  played  Lil  in  a  way  that  still  makes 
me  flash  back  on  her  veracity  and 
attractiveness,  "performed  a  highly  ac- 
claimed Lady  Macbeth  this  spring  in 
Pittsburgh  Public's  Macbeth."  Carolyn 
Cope  (Eva)  "began  her  association  with 
Jane  Chambers  when  she  created  the 
role  of  Quincy  in  A  Late  Snow."  She 
did  a  very  good  job  as  Eva,  portraying 
the  change  from  straight  to  gay  without 
losing  the  consistency  of  character. 
Madeline  Welsing  also  created  her  own 
role  in  Bluefish  Cove,  so  it  looks  like 
Chambers,  who  is  playwright-in- 
residence  at  the  theatre,  writes  in  a 
collective-creation  way.  Chambers  her- 
self "has  had  ten  plays  produced  in 
professional  theatres."  The  director, 
Nyla  Lyon,  has  "fourteen  years  on  the 
NY  boards." 

It  was  all  I  could  do  not  to  go  back- 
stage and  faint  approvingly. 

Gay  Bell  □ 


Jean  Smart  (left)  and  Aphroditi  Koiaitis  in  Last  Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove:  a  collective  creation  of  myths  and  heroes. 


Not  sexy, 
just  miserable 

Fame  directed  by  Alan  Parker.  Metro 
Goldwyn  Mayer,  1980 

If  ever  there  was  an  opportunity  to 
celebrate  gay  creativity,  gay  energy  and 
gay  sensibility  it  was  in  Alan  Parker's 
film  Fame.  The  ostensible  setting,  the 
New  York  School  for  the  Performing 
Arts,  has  graduated  hundreds  of  gay 
men  and  women,  some  highly  celebra- 
ted. The  film,  however,  allows  us  one 
homosexual  male  who,  during  his  four 
years,  is  almost  isolated  in  his  sad 
despair  and  self-hatred. 

Everyone  else  is  heterosexual  and,  if 
not  totally  happy,  at  least  coping 
admirably  with  the  tiresome  problems 
of  being  talented  adolescents.  But 
Montgomery  (a  little  play  on  queer  Clift 
there)  has  no  father,  is  neglected  by  his 
show-biz  mom  and  is  left  with  only  the 
consoling  words  of  his  analyst's  wis- 
dom, "Never  being  happy  is  not  the 
same  as  being  unhappy." 

We  are  led  to  feel  really  sorry  for 
Montgomery  because  he  can't  help  the 
way  he  is  and,  besides,  he  is  terrifically 
nice.  Gee,  he's  nice.  He  gets  called  a  fag 
and  he  is  hurt  but  what  can  you  do? 
Suffer.  He  watches  boy/girl  love 
develop  and  he  is  pained  and  sad 
because  of  course  he  will  never  know 
real  love.  He  also  shows  no  demon- 
strable talent  and  we  are  left  to  wonder 
how  on  earth  he  ever  got  admitted  to  a 
school  that  is  shown  to  be  tough  to  get 
into.  He's  not  good  looking,  nor  coor- 
dinated, nor  energetic  and  he  sings  in  a 
flat,  listless  voice  to  his  own  meagre 
guitar  accompaniment.  He  is  the  forlorn 
puppy  in  a  spectacular  litter. 

During  a  first-year  drama  class,  the 
students  are  required  to  talk  about  some 
emotional  experience  in  their  lives  that 
has  deeply  affected  them.  Montgomery 
takes  the  opportunity  to  reveal  that  his 
painful  experience  was  the  recognition 
that  he  was,  is  h-o-m-o-s-e-x-u-a-1.  (He 
gives  the  word  about  six  meaningful  syl- 
lables.) He  further  reveals  that  he  once 
spent  two  whole  days  with  his  mother  in 
San  Francisco  and,  eyes  wide  with  the 
thrill  of  this  memory,  he  says  it  was  just 
like  a  real  date.  Oedipus  complex, 
right?  Got  it. 

Montgomery  is  by  no  means  what 
Fame  is  all  about.  His  is  a  minor  sub- 
plot role  in  a  film  which  is  about  eager, 
ambitious,  hard-working,  astonishingly 
talented  young  performers  learning  their 
craft.  Because  of  that  I  found  it  even 
more  offensive  to  have  introduced  the 
theme  of  homosexuality  so  gratuitous- 
ly, unnecessarily.  Deal  with  the  pro- 
digious talent  of  gay  students  honestly, 
Mr  Parker,  or  leave  it  alone. 

Parker  is  the  man  who  brought  us 
Midnight  Express,  with  its  homoerotic 
teasing.  The  good  and  decent  American 
boy  is  almost  ravaged  by  the  evil  Turks 
and  almost  succumbs  to  the  gentle 
seduction  in  the  steamy  shower  of  the 
Danish  (they'll  do  anything)  fellow  pris- 
oner. In  exploiting  another  facet  of 
homosexuality  this  time  around,  Mr 
Parker  doesn't  even  allow  Montgomery 
to  be  sexy.  Just  miserable. 

Famehas  explosive  sparkle  and  drive. 
The  choreography  is  sensational.  I  kept 
wishing  I  could  like  the  film,  but  its 
patronizing  dishonesty  soured  the  expe- 
rience. The  film  exploits  every  show-biz 
cliche  —  and  in  addition  robs  the  token 
homosexual  of  all  of  his  dignity. 

Norman  HayD 
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Poem 

I'm  a  gay  man:  language  is  something 
that  happens  to  me,  in  turn  I  smile 
&  try  to  profit  from  this  alienating 
handshake  &  slap  on  the  back.  Like 
being  in  a  room  with  all  the  animals 
I  ever  ate  brought  back  to  life. 
They  say:  history  is  nothing  more  than 
you  pursuing  your  aims?  I'm  an  old 
man  by  this  time  but  my  tongue  is 
young  and  rosy: 

just  what  do  you  want  from  this  poem? 

Should  we  reassure  each  other 

with  what  I  wear  &  who  you  marry? 

like  in  Rhodesia  the  whites  sip  dusk  &  laugh 

&  sip  night?  Telegram: 

Disaster  Sends  Greetings  Exclamation  Point  Wash  Fruit  Before 

Eating.  A  little  naive  or  dishonest  in  the  face  of 

you-know-what,  and  it's  lying  that  makes  a  minute  like  this 

last  for  days  on  end. 

The  Three  Magi  wave  goodby  from  a  pink  Japanese  snowstorm. 

The  violins  of  Western  Civ  skip  &  arpeggio  away  like  Maytime. 

So  what  is  there  to  think  or  be  about 

but  my  breath  &  your  breath: 

My  Breath 

My  childhood:  sitting  in  the  backseat 
of  my  parent's  Plymouth  savoring 
pepperoni  in  the  oily  heat 
,the  endless  shopping  center  parking  lot 
shimmering  forever  &  beyond  that  distance 
the  forever  of  eternity  whoosh!  with  its 
lack  of  being  &  disdainful  french  sauces. 

Your  Breath: 

Your  childhood:  you  toy  with  the  void 
as  in  science  fiction  movies  where  heroes 
run  the  risk  not  only  of  smashing  yourselves 
to  sub-atomic  particles,  but  of  killing 
time-&-space  itself. 

My  Breath: 

My  desire: 

I  ask  only  to  sleep  soundly  in  his  bed 

afraid  to  die  if  I  sleep  alone 

The  last  poet  to  use  these  lines  addressed  the  real 

or  imaginary. 

Only  a  rose  I  give  you 

Familiar  meaty  strategic  rosy  shudder 

on  a  white  terror  field  of  tiny  blue  joys 

Your  Breath: 

Your  desire: 

A  naked  woman  whose  hip  has  a  stone 
with  a  hole  through  which  a  child  sees 
a  civilization.  As  you  wake  up  you  must 
banish  your  mom's  cunt  from  your  bed 
or  else  she'll  be  pissed  off. 

My  Breath: 

My  life:  something  that's  mine  &  not  mine  &  mine 
&  not  mine  &  mine  &  not  mine 

Your  Breath: 

Your  life:  drawn  in  &  released  drawn  in  &  released 
drawn  in  &  released 

Strange  to  be  one  of  the  cast  of  that  classic  story 
and  to  say,  "No,  but  I  was  torn  up  with  loneliness," 
realizing  as  I  say  it  that  that  is  what  your 
stereotype  says  too. 

Strange  also  that  I  don't  know  a  single  pair  of  eyes 
that  doesn't  express  fear. 

A  psychiatrist  said  most  of  his  patients  alone  in  a  room 
with  a  gay  man  desired  to  kill  him. 

The  floor  walls  &  ceiling  of  this  fear. 

What  are  we  now  and  forever  but  alone  in  a  room. 


EftWMiM; 


L 


Robert  ( .lm-k 


•  Toronto's  New  Drama  Centre  is 
staging  a  production  of  Stephen 
Ralstan's  Mixed  Company,  a  play  about 
sexual  diversity  in  Toronto.  The  produc- 
tion opens  at  the  Bathurst  Street  Side 
Door  Theatre  on  September  17  and  runs 
until  September  27  at  8:30  PM.  Promo- 
tional material  indicates  that  the  topic  is 
not  treated  with  gloom  and  despair  but 
with  wit,  warmth  and  hope. 

•  From  September  29  until  October  12, 
The  Funnel  at  507  King  Street  East  in 
Toronto  will  be  exhibiting  paintings  by 
gay  artist  Andy  Fabo.  Fabo's  new  show 
is  titled  "Demeaning:  Self  Portraits 
With  Text." 

•  Advance  notice  has  appeared  for 
Toronto's  First  Lesbian  and  Gay  Film 
Festival  which  is  being  planned  for  the 
spring  of  1981 .  Plans  include  the  screen- 
ing of  features,  documentaries,  shorts, 
independent  productions  and  experi- 
mental works  in  35mm,  16mm,  super  8 
and  video.  Independent  submissions  are 
encouraged.  Further  information  is 
available  by  writing  to  the  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Film  Festival,  c/o  29  Granby 
Street,  Toronto,  ON  M5B  1H8. 

•  The  Canadian  Opera  Company  is 
presenting  a  three-act  version  of  Alban 
Berg's  Lulu,  in  English  from  October  15 
until  October  25  at  the  O'Keefe  Centre. 
The  second  female  lead  is  the  lesbian 
countess  Geschwitz,  whose  love  of  the 
title  figure  leads  to  the  conventional 
tragic  consequencs.  She  is,  as  far  as  we 
know,  however,  the  only  operatic 
character  so  openly  homosexual. 
Should  be  interesting  to  see  (hear)  how 
the  COC  deals  with  the  issue. 

•  TBP's  Robin  Hardy  and  CBC's  Max 
Allen  are  preparing  a  CBC  radio  pro- 
gramme for  the  Open  Circuits  series 
called  New  Directions  for  the  Old 
Religion.  To  be  aired  on  Sunday  Oc- 
tober 12  at  9:00  pm,  the  programme 
deals  with  contemporary  explorations  in 
gay  and  feminist  spirituality,  its 
historical  antecedents  and  its  relevance 
to  the  political  goals  of  gay  liberation 
and  feminism.  Among  those  who  will  be 
interviewed  on  the  show  are  Harry  Hay, 
John  Burnside,  Mitch  Walker,  Arthur 
Evans,  Z  Budapest,  Carol  Crist, 
Charlene  Spretnack  and  Starhawk. 

•  The  Gay  Theatre  Alliance  and  The 
Glines  of  New  York  have  announced  the 
winners  of  the  National  Gay  Play- 
writing  Contest.  First  prize  went  to 
Loretta  Lotman  for  the  play  Thanksgiv- 
ing, while  second  prize  was  awarded  to 
Yves  Lubin  for  his  play  Rising.  Because 
of  the  overwhelming  response  (more 
than  200  plays  were  entered)  the  Gay 
Theatre  Alliance  plans  to  sponsor  an  In- 
ternational Gay  Playwriting  Contest  in 
1981.  For  information,  the  address  is 
Gay  Theatre  Alliance,  PO  Box  294, 
New  York,  NY,  10014. 

Books 

OThe  Bisexual  Option  by  Fred  Klein. 
Berkley  Publishing  Corp,  1980.  $2.75  in 
paper. 

Using  actual  case  histories  the  author 
attempts  to  offer  a  profile  of  male  and 
female  bisexuals.  The  book  accepts 
Kinsey's  estimate  that  30-45%  of  men 
and  15-30%  of  women  can  be  classified 
as  bisexuals  and  outlines  the  problems 
of  identity  suffered  by  people  who  do 
indeed  fall  into  this  category.  Klein 
presents  an  interesting  challenge  to  the 
often  asserted  idea  that  "bisexual"  is  a 
self-description  used  by  gay  men  and 
lesbians  who  don't  quite  have  the  eon 
viction  to  come  out  in  an  honest  and 
open  way. 

— SM 


Burroughs:  anarchy  and  desire 


\3Kiss  of  the  Spider  Woman  by  Manuel 
Puig.  Vintage,  1980.  Paperback. 
UPort  of  Saints  by  William  S  Bur- 
roughs. Blue  Wind  Press,  1980.  $7.50. 
First  published  in  England  in  1973,  this 
handsome  First  American  edition  has 
been  substantially  redrafted  by  the 
author.  One  of  Burrough's  finest 
achievements,  Port  of  Saints  is  a 
fragmented  narrative  of  the  adolescent 
guerrillas  he  first  introduced  in  The 
Wild  Boys.  A  splendid  and  remarkably 
pornographic  exploration  of  personali- 
ty, anarchy  and  desire. 

—AW 


Our  contributors 

John  Allec  enjoys  music,  travel,  and 
men.    Dennis  Altman  s  most  recent  book 
is  Coming  Out  in  the  Seventies...  Rick 
Bebout  still  has  the  same  new  boyfriend 
Gay  Bell,  typesetter  and  anti-nuke  activist, 
is  working  on  a  play     Robert  Gliick  is  a 
San  Francisco  poet     Norman  Hay  de- 
signer and  stroke  writer,  lives  in  Toronto 
Jon  Kaplan  is  a  freelance  editor  and 
teacher  in  Toronto     Fay  Orr  writes  news 
tor  TBP...  Jeffrey  Weeks  is  the  author  ot 
Coming  Out:  Homosexual  Politics  in  Great 
Britain  from  the  Nineteenth  Century  to  the 
Present,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Gay  Left 
collective 
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IN  CO-OPERATION  WITH 


•PRESENTS* 


BLUEBOy  OF  CANADA  CONTEST 

PRELlMIMARy:  OCT.   21/80 
CANADIAN  FINAL:  NOV  H/80 

TICKETS  AND  ENTRY  FORM  AVAILABLE  XI 

BLUEBOy        607>bnge9fc. 
KATRINA'S      5  St.  Joseph  St. 

WINNER  WILL  REPRESENT  CANADA  IN  THE 
INTERNATIONAL  BLUEBOy  CONTESTAT 
INTERNATIONAL  BOND  CASINO  IN  NEW  YORK 

ISL  Irizes  wvOO  $  other  prizes  and  considera+ions 

LOCATION  OF  CONTEST:  5  St.  JosephSLToronfo 

TIME    I   8pm -I  am. 

Enler+ainmen+*Hor  doeuvres^Cash  Bar 
TICKETS:  Prdimenary  $7-50  Final  $1000 
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GaySmall  Press  by  Ian  Young 


Fodder  runs  out,  cattle  list  scratched 


For  the  past  ten  years  (all  through  the 
Seventies)  I've  run  a  "small  press" 
publishing  mostly  books  of  gay  fiction 
and  poetry.  It  would  be  an  odd  child 
indeed  who  set  out  on  the  road  of  life 
with  the  goal  of  being  a  publisher.  I  cer- 
tainly didn't.  But  one  day  I  found 
myself  in  charge  of  a  literary  magazine 
called  Catalyst.  The  people  who  had 
been  running  it  were  all  graduate 
students.  The  Sixties  were  then  coming 
to  an  end  and  perhaps  they  shrewdly 
realized  the  fun  student  scene  would  not 
be  quite  as  Where  It's  At  in  the  decade 
to  come.  In  any  case,  as  they  fled  the 
campus,  they  let  their  fairly  run-of-the- 
mill  academic  magazine  fall  into  my 
hands.  It  was  a  dull-looking  little  thing 
that  could  easily  have  been  mistaken  for 
Know  Your  Library  Better.  I  soon 
transformed  it  into  a  gay  press,  and  in 
the  years  to  follow  issued  works  by 


Catalyst  publicity 
photos:  Gavin 
Dillard  (with  type- 
writer) and  Oswell 
Blakeston. 


Canadians  like  E  A  Lacey,  Graham 
Jackson,  Judith  Crewe  and  Wayne 
McNeill;  Americans  Gavin  Dillard,  Tom 
Meyer,  George  Whitmore  and  Dennis 
Cooper,  and  some  maverick  Englishmen 
as  well:  Oswell  Blakeston,  Kenneth 
Hopkins,  Michael  Higgins. 

My  aim  with  Catalyst  was  to  produce 
first-rate  works  —  primarily  on  gay 
themes  —  in  attractive  but  inexpensive 
editions.  In  order  to  do  this,  I  had 
necessarily  to  dig  deep  into  my  own 
pocket.  Though  the  books  found  an 
enthusiastic  readership,  it  was,  as  I 
knew  it  would  be,  a  limited  one.  These 
books  were  not  "commercial  proper- 
tics"  —  not  even  gay  commercial  prop- 
erties —  but  works  for  an  audience  that 
was  literate,  discriminating  —  and  small 
in  number. 

I  achieved  what  I  set  out  to  do.  The 
manuscripts  (most  of  which  otherwise 
would  never  have  been  published)  were 
well  designed  and  produced,  reasonably 
priced,  and  gotten  into  the  hands  of  an 
audience.  Catalyst  was  a  pioneer.  When 


I  took  it  over  in  1969,  there  were  no  gay 
book  publishing  houses.  Now  there  are 
several,  of  high  quality.  And  the  larger, 
commercial  presses,  at  least  in  the  US, 
are  far  better  disposed  to  books  with 
gay  content  than  they  were  a  decade 
ago.  All  this,  of  course,  is  thanks  to  the 
gay  liberation  movement,  of  which 
Catalyst  was  a  small  part. 

Nevertheless,  I  feel  it  is  a  pity  that 
Catalyst  now  has  to  close  up  shop. 
There  are  some  very  good  books  that 
now  may  not  be  published.  Running  a 
publishing  house  —  even  (or  perhaps 
especially)  a  small  one  —  is  a  full-time 
job  (though  the  necessity  of  earning  a 
living  has  prevented  me  from  giving  it 
my  full  time).  And  it  is  hard  work.  My 
favourite  photo  of  the  small  press 
publisher  would  be  of  some  poor 
benighted  devil  (male  or  female)  clutch- 
ing an  enormous  cardboard  carton  of 
books  as  heavy  as  a  floor  safe  and 
struggling  across  a  busy  intersection  in  a 
blizzard.  The  caption:  "A  sophisticated 
distribution  system  is  the  sine  qua  non 
of  the  modern  publishing  house." 

But  for  all  its  irritations  —  and  I 
won't  inflict  them  on  you  in  this  dread- 
ful weather  we've  been  having  —  it's 
something  I  enjoy.  I'm  quitting  simply 
because  after  ten  years  of  subsidizing 
books,  I've  run  out  of  money. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  Canadian  pub- 
lishing trade,  Catalyst  received  a  bit  of 
grant  money  from  the  taxpayers  via 
government  agencies  —  in  our  case, 
primarily  the  Ontario  Arts  Council. 
Though  this  money  has  contributed 
only  a  small  percentage  of  our  operating 
expenses,  it  has  been  a  great  help. 
Equally  important,  it  has  provided,  on 
my  recommendation,  some  small  grants 
to  writers,  all  of  whom  badly  needed  the 
cash.  Most  of  it  went  towards  rent  and 
food,  though  I  remember  Tim  Guest 
spent  his  stipend  on  a  pair  of  cowboy 
boots  and  a  mattress  —  a  dispensation  I 
warmly  approved  of,  especially  in  his 
case.  If  I  had  a  photo  of  Tim  modelling 
the  said  necessities,  I  would  add  it 
gloatingly  to  the  others  adorning  this 
column. 

This  year,  there  will  be  no  OAC  bucks 
for  Catalyst.  I  will  not  be  applying,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  OAC's  denial 
of  a  grant  to  thcThe  Body  Politic  on 
clearly  political  grounds  transforms  a 
disinterested  fund  for  the  arts  into  a 
mechanism  for  the  Tory  government  to 
punish  those  whose  expressed  opinions 
it  doesn't  like.  This  is  hot  a  system  I 
want  to  be  part  of. 

So,  it's  goodbye  to  Catalyst.  The  BC 
publishing  house  which  a  couple  of 
years  ago  had  the  bad  manners  to  steal 
our  name  will  be  pleased.  For  now,  I'll 
continue  taking  orders  for  titles  still  in 
print.  If  you'd  like  to  write  for  a  list, 
the  address  is  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scar- 
borough ON,  M1N  2S6.  Retailers  can  ob- 
tain copies  at  a  madly  generous  50% 
discount  for  cash  in  advance. 

I  should  add  that  I  am  a  compulsive 
publisher,  and  nothing  would  please  me 
more  than  to  be  able  to  start  Catalyst  up 
again.  Gavin  Dillard's  new  collection  of 
poems  and  erotic  photos  looks  a  partic- 
ularly juicy  item!  Funding  for  a  resur- 
rection, from  anyone  but  the  OAC, 
would  be  heartily  appreciated. □ 


READ  OUR 

UNCONDITIONAL! 

GUARANTEE! 


Your  first  treatment  with  natural  ingredients  at  the 
Marcella  Ferens  Centre  MUST  result  in  an  overall 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  your  scalp  and  hair 
including  a  reduction  of  hair  loss  OR  your  money 
refunded. 

There  are  no  conditions  or  clauses  to  this  guarantee 
of  first  time  results.  And  succeeding  treatments  will 
bring  further  improvement  —  helping  you  to  grow 
hair  again. 

Learn  more  about  the  revolution  of  hair  care  that  is 

proving  itself  throughout  North  America. 

Come  to  our  centrally  located  clinic  today  or  phone: 

964-7224 


TM 


HAIRC  ARr  CINTRr 

Marcella  Ferens 


>i 


Just  steps  from  the  St.  Clair  Subway  stop. 


1491  Yonge  Street,  Suite  305,  Toronto 

964-722 

Toronto.  Hamilton,  Montreal,  Vancouver, 
Boston,  New  York.  Pittsburgh,  Chicago,  Los  Angeles 
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Rainbow  jeans  now  only 

$19.95 

Regularly  $31.95 


461  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  3A3 
928-9612 


Men's  and  Ladies  Boutique 

•Toucci  Pants  *Jeans  and  Cords 
•M-One  Pants,  Sweaters,  Tops 
•Dresses  by  Joseph  Ribkoff  and 

Honey  Fashions,  All  Sizes 
•Pins,  Belts  and  Accessories 
•A  unique  card  line,  Pawprints  Exclamations,  etc. 


With  this  ad 

25%  off 

on  all  regular  merchandise 


MONTGOMERY 
LEATHERS 

Box  161 

Agincourt, 

Ontario, 

M1S3B6 

Canada 

Illustrated  Catalogue  S3  50 
Plus  75<f  Postage 

(Refunded  on  first 
order  of  S35.00) 


<2> 


We  support 
the  B.B.p. 


Chargex, 

Visa  or 

Mastercharge 

accepted. 


THE  KEY  CLAN 

Canada's  Leading 
Swinger's  Club 

for  adult  couples  and 

singles  everywhere. 

Established  1967. 

Sample  magazine  $3.00. 

Details  free. 

The  Key,  Room  19, 
PO  Box  68,  Station  L, 
Toronto,  ON  M6E  4Y4 

Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
fflATCI 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 

P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 

NOW... FOIL  BURGLARY 
AT  YOUR  DOOR 


WARNING 


CLECTRONIC 

I—  — vjiu--mr.* — 

ALARM   SYSTEM 


HOW  TO  KEEP  BURGLARS  AWAY! 
Alarm  stickers  protect  against  burglars, 
house-breakers,  etc.  with  these  2"  x  3V2" 
stickers.  Easy  to  apply  on  doors,  win- 
dows, car.  office,  home,  cottage,  etc. 
Each  set  contains  12  bright  red-white  self 
adhesive  vinyl  stickers.  CASH  OR  MONEY 
ORDER  $5  00  (Postage  &  Handling  in- 
cluded) MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 

SEAJAY  ENTERPRIZES 
Suite:  1911 
30  Gloucester  Street 
TORONTO,  Ont.  M4Y1L6 

(Ont.  Residents  add  7%  Sales  Tax) 


Take  it  off. 

Still  plucking?  Stop. 

Look  you  best  all  the  time. 
Call  for  a  free  consultation. 


bruce 

professional 

electrolysis 

27  carlton  St.,  suite  407 
toronto«977-1868 
out  of  town  call  collect 
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FRIENDS  At 


International 


LESBIAN  FEMINIST  S&M  support  group 
has  published  45-page  booklet  including  ar- 
ticles on  theory  and  politics,  personal  ex- 
perience, reading  list.  $3.00  plain  wrapper. 
Samois  No  2,  PO  Box  2364,  Berkeley,  CA, 
94702.  Free  hanky  color  code  card  for  lesbians 
included. 


Mississauga 


ROMANTIC  YOUNG  GAY  female  seeks 
sincere,  honest,  sensitive,  slim,  feminine  ap- 
pearing young  female  for  beautiful  times  or 
possible  relationship.  Send  phone.  Discretion 
assured.  Drawer  C032. 


FRIENDS  "f 


International 


I  AM  A  YOUNG  SWEDISH  gay  28  years  old, 
sexy,  173  cm  tall,  long  hair.  I  am  a  disco  fan 
(1980)  and  have  many  another  interest.  I'd 
like  to  find  a  young  boy  from  your  country 
about  1 8  to  28  years  old,  and  if  you  have  black 
hair  you  are  very  welcome  to  write  to  me,  with 
picture  please:  MrKentSarvegard,  Box  26021, 
20048  Malmo,  SWEDEN.         


National 


ATTRACTIVE  WHITE  MALE,  early  20's, 
non-camp,  seeks  same.  Me:  1-75M,  156  lbs, 
auburn  hair,  green  eyes.  Into  soccer,  shorts, 
denim,  leather,  music  and  freaky  things.  Re- 
visiting Canada  summer  1980,  like  to  write 
with  view  to  meet.  Age  no  barrier.  Me,  Eng- 
lish; you,  Canadian,  any  colour.  Drawer 
B934. 


Alberta 


TRUCKERS  AND  TRAVELLERS:  just  4 
blocks  from  Trans-Canada.  Take  well-de- 
served rest.    I  prefer  well-proportioned  men. 

Phone  Richard  (403)  247-4461. . 

CENTRAL  ALBERTA  PROFFESIONAL, 
32,  masculine,  seeks  same  from  30-35  for  com- 
panionship. Interests:  swimming,  skiing,  cy- 
cling, camping,  dining  out,  travel,  reading, 
movies,  fitness.    Please  send  photo.    Drawer 

C055. 

MALE,  31,  NEW  TO  SCENE,  needs  tutor 
with  average  equipment  to  fully  awaken  me. 
Am  5' 11"  tall  and  weigh  160  lbs.  Write  with 
photo  if  possible;  discretion  assured.  Calgary 
area.  Drawer  C045. 

MALE,  32,  5'8",  150  lbs,  seeks  same  18  to  30 
for  friendship  and  possible  relationship,  Peace 
River,  Grande  Prairie  region.  Interested  in 
books,  theatre,  sports.  Photo  appreciated  but 
not  necessary.  Box  1837,  Fairview,  Alta  T0H 
1L0. 

British  Columbia 

25-YR-OLD  GAY  male,  new  to  Port  Hardy, 
BC,  seeks  gay  men  and  women  for  com- 
panionship. I'm  very  lonely  up  here.  Drawer 

B994. 

VANCOUVER:  YOUNG  MALE,  24  yrs  old, 
5*1",  128  lbs,  brown  H  and  E,  good  job,  ser- 
ious and  sincere,  seeks  friend,  financially  se- 
cure, serious  and  sincere,  wishing  to  build  a 
meaningful  relation.  Snap  to  Drawer  B995. 
VICTORIA  MALE,  33,  not  bad  looking,  suc- 
cessful. Seeks  masculine  friends  to  35.  Not  in- 
to bars,  booze  or  drugs.    Enjoy  quiet  times, 

conversation,  travel.  C051. 

SEARCHING  FOR  STRONG,  gentle,  honest 
man,  capable  of  giving  and  receiving  large 
amounts  of  love  and  affection.  Intersted  in 
same  for  loving  sexual  working  relationship. 
M.A.C.,  PO  Box  682,  Vancouver,  BC. 
VANCOUVER:  WANTED:  Good-looking 
slim  guy  under  25  for  regular  meetings  with 
successful  attractive  executive.  Must  be 
discreet,  honest,  straight  appearance,  working 
or  student.  I  am  40,  bi,  good-looking,  6',  160 
lbs,  athletic  and  trim.  Have  a  great  deal  to  of- 
fer and  share  as  a  person.  Don't  go  to  bars  or 
baths  so  your  replying  is  the  only  way  we  can 
meet.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you  with  your 
description  and  interests.  Phone  and  photo 
appreciated.  Can  assist  with  accommodation 
if  required.  Discretion  essential  and  assured. 
Drawer  C042. 


BI  SINGLE  MALE,  33,  slim,  non-smoker,  6', 
interested  in  classical  music,  hiking,  sailing, 
food,  wine,  seeks  other  bi's  similar 
age/younger  with  similar/complementary  in- 
terests. Reply  with  particulars  and  if  possible 
photo.  Drawer  C061 . 

SLIM  MASCULINE  gay  male  seeks  guy  for 
friend  and  sex.  Like  open,  honest,  relaxed 
men.  Am  36.  (604)669-8865. 


Manitoba 


REFINED  GAY  MALE,  34,  well  educated, 
professionally  employed,  moustache,  non- 
smoker,  6',  160  lbs,  attractive,  mature,  hon- 
est, meticulous,  clean,  gentle,  deeply  affec- 
tionate, sensitive,  sincere.  Interests  include 
opera,  ballet,  theatre,  classical  music,  graphic 
arts,  reading,  travel,  cooking,  dining,  fashion, 
jogging,  serious  conversation.  Seeks  cultured 
gay  man  as  intense  companion  to  share  our  ap- 
preciation of  the  performing  arts  and  to  enjoy 
quiet  sensual  times  together.  Drawer  C009. 
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WINNIPEG  PROFESSIONAL  MAN,  mar- 
ried, late  30's,  6',  175  lbs,  attractive, 
masculine,  intelligent,  many  interests,  seeks 
similar  man  for  occasional  meetings.  Seek 
someone  as  unlikely  to  answer  advertisement 
as  I  was  to  place  one.  Absolute  discretion  re- 
quired and  guaranteed.  Write,  telling  me 
about  yourself  and  suggesting  means  of  initial 
contact.  Photo  appreciated  but  not  essential. 
Drawer  C046. 


Montreal 


GOOD-LOOKING  MALE,  26,  5'6",  142  lbs, 
brown  hair,  eyes,  clean,  own  place  and  car,  in- 
terested in  meeting  man  21-30  for  friendship 
or  relationship.  Photo  appreciated,  discretion 
assured.  Drawer  C075. 

Northern  Ontario 

HEARST-KAPUSKASING  AREA  gays 
(French  and  English)  wish  to  form  kitchen 
group  for  friendly  gatherings  so  we  can  get  out 
of  the  closet  within  our  closet.  Drawer  C062. 

Ottawa/Eastern  Ontario 

OSHAWA  TO  BELLEVILLE:  29-yr-old 
masculine  male,  5'8",  145  lbs,  well-built  and 
good-looking.  Many  interests:  movies,  canoe- 
camping,  cycling,  quiet  evenings  at  home  as 
well  as  bars  and  discos.  If  you  are  same, 
masculine  type,  30-40  years  old,  honest, 
sincere,  looking  for  a  relationship  and  discre- 
tion is  a  must,  send  letter  stating  interests,  with 
photo  and  phone.  Drawer  C041. 

MATURE,  LEAN,  FIT,  ready  to  retire  at  5 1 , 
need  responsible,  considerate  man  for  serious 
relationship.  Basically  a  home  body,  with 
cosmopolitan  and  intellectual  tendencies,  con- 
sidering several  options,  including  relocation 
to  smaller  centre.    Box  1261,  Stn  B,  Ottawa 

K1P5R3. 

PASSIVE  MALE,  BOYISH  33,  5*4",  seeks 
dominant,  masculine  man  for  fun  times, 
friendship,  correspondence.  Will  try  anything 
to  please  right  man.  Photo  appreciated,  reply 
guaranteed.  Drawer  C069. 

Southern  Ontario 

28- YEAR-OLD,  6'3",  165  lbs,  with  interests 
in  music,  hiking,  books,  cycling,  and  open  to 
others,  seeking  friends  in  Hamilton  region. 

Drawer  B977. 

MASCULINE,  WELL-HUNG  guy,  6'3",  26, 
185,  looking  for  masculine  Ontario  guys  under 
35  for  evening  or  weekend  fun.  I  live  in  Toron- 
to (weekends)  but  travel  extensively 
throughout  Ontario.  Have  degree,  like 
photography,  outdoors.   Discretion  assured. 

Drawer  C058. 

YOUNG  GAY  MALE,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
6',    190    lbs,    into    body    building,    seek 
friends  /lovers,  21  to  25,  in  Hamilton  area. 
Photo  required.   Drawer  C056. 
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Your  classified  ad,  that  is. 

You  can  now  pay  for  classifieds  in  The  Body 
Politic  using  your  VISA  or  Mastercharge  card 
number.  Just  fill  in  the  order  form  at  the 
right,  making  sure  to  include  your  charge 
card  information. 

CHATHAM:  NEW  TO  CITY,  looking  for 
friends  in  this  area  and  the  possibility  of  find- 
ing someone  to  share  a  farmhouse.  Let's  get 
together  over  a  coffee  and  discuss  gay  life  in 
rural  southern  Ontario.     David,  Box  602, 

Chatham,  ON  N7M  5K8. ._ 

W/M,  20's,  average  looks,  5'10",  uninhib- 
ited,   clean,    varied    interests,    own    apart- 
ment, seeks  same  for  lasting  relationship. 
Sincerity  please,  photo  appreciated.  Regional 

Niagara  area.  Drawer  C040. 

IDEALISTIC,  YOUNG  BUSINESSMAN 
looking  for  Mr  Right,  and  friends.  Am  slim, 
handsome,  with  dark  brown  hair  and  mous- 
tache. Enjoy  midnight  walks,  rainy  days, 
romantic  rendezvous,  as  well  as  reading, 
music,  theatre,  and  men.  All  replies  welcome, 
handicapped  or  non-handicapped,  as  long  as 

you're  you.  Drawer  C043. 

YOUNG  MASCULINE  ATHLETE,  Hamil- 
ton area,  into  jacking  off,  seeks  straight  well- 
built  dudes  who  like  to  smoke  up.    Drawer 

C060. 

GAY  COUPLE,  the  elder  professional  in- 
terested in  literature,  the  arts,  travel,  music, 
film,  the  younger  professional  musician, 
similar  interests.  We  would  like  to  contact 
other  gay  couples  in  Toronto,  southern  On- 
tario  to  expand  social  life.  Drawer  C076. 


Toronto 


RUBBER  CLAD,  DOMINANT,  muscular 
male,  41,  well-hung.  Write  if  you  crave  rub- 
bery leather,  B/D,  gags,  boots,  J/O,  W/S, 
Greek.  Limits  respected.  Other  rubber 
dominants  for  sharing  male  and  female  slaves. 

Drawer  B930. 

ASIAN  FRIEND  sought  by  quiet,  discreet 
w/m,  35,  145  lbs.  Not  into  bars,  disco,  baths. 
Enjoy  theatre,  art,  home  life.  Looking  for 
sincere,  considerate  individual  to  age  40  with 
similar  interests.  Reply  with  address  or  phone 
lumber.  Photo  appreciated  if  possible. 
Drawer  C006. 

SENSUAL,  SLIM,  TANNED  BLOND,  6*. 
150  lbs,  young  —  late  30's.  Friendly,  sincere, 
quiet,  discreet.  Needs  steady  strong  bull  as 
close  friend  who  can  use  my  body.  One  who 
can  full  fill  both  my  ends.  Prefer  blacks  30  to 
50.  Gay,  bi,  hetero,  married.  Big  well-built, 
good,  but  looks  not  important  —  person  is. 
Other  ages,  races  welcome.  Mutual  interests 
will  surface  as  we  get  to  know  each  other.  Pics, 
phone  numbers  appreciated,  reciprocated  but 
not  immediately  necessary.   Drawer  C005. 

DOESN'T  ANYONE  LOVE  here  anymore? 
Sincere  male,  32,  6',  185  lbs,  self-employed 
and  career  conscious,  yet  romantic  and 
understanding,  seeks  mature  companion 
34-45  for  friendship,  outings  and  possibly 
serious  relationship.  Prefer  sincere,  honest 
person  who  is  romantic,  affectionate  and 
stable.  Physical  features  not  important. 
Discretion  expected  and  assured.  Drawer 
C018. 

EUROPEAN  MALE,  33,  handsome  and 
warm,  looking  for  person  of  dark  complexion, 
preferably  Asian  or  Latin,  for  friendship.  In- 
terests include  music,  movies,  travel.    Phone 

number.  Drawer  C059. 

KARL:  Liked  your  picture  in  reply  to  my 
August  ad  and  would  like  to  'provide  same' 
but  you  gave  no  address  or  phone  number  — 
very  good-looking.  Drawer  B915. 

LOOKING  FOR  A  MATURE,  educated,  in- 
telligent, athletic  man  willing  to  work  at 
creating  a  sincere  relationship.  Serious  in- 
quiries  only.  444-4032. 

W/M,  MASCULINE,  heavy  set,  49.  seeks 
hot,  broad-chested  trucker  and  Italian  con- 
struction worker  type,  beer  bells  OK  Others 
welcome.  .Drawer  C054. 

WHITE  MALE.  37.  professional,  would  like 

to  meet  positive  huskies  10-40  who  love  life. 
Many    interests,    reasonably    well-built. 
Discreet     Drawer  ('053. 


LATIN  AMERICAN  AND  BLACK  friends, 
25-40,  sought  by  versatile  W/M.    I  am  33, 
5'11",  slim,  bearded,  dark  hair  and  eyes.  Not 
into  disco/bar  scene.     Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  C057. 

A  SINGLE  WHITE  MALE,  late  forties,  re- 
quires: a  good-looking,  greying  executive  type 
man  who  likes  to  have  his  groin  licked  occa- 

sionally.  Drawer  C052.  

VERY  ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  slim,  well-pro- 
portioned. Responsible,  responsive  and  im- 
aginative. Enjoys  toys,  receiving  ff,  etc.  Want 
to  be  trained  by  a  loving  hand.  Drawer  C048. 
YOUTHFUL  LOOKING  60,  average  looks, 
needs  younger  man  to  take  care  of.  You 
should  be  cheerful  type,  affectionate  and 
sincere.    Interests:  theatre,  arts,  tennis.   Any 

nationality.  Drawer  C036. 

GENTLE  SINCERE  AFFECTIONATE 
man,  late  50's,  seeks  younger  20's  non-camp 
friend  for  lasting  relationship.  Must  genuinely 
be  attracted  to  older  guys.  Sincerity  and  affec- 

tion  important.  Drawer  C035. 

ALL  RIGHT,  I'll  be  honest  with  you.  This  is 
my  second  time  around.  I'm  35,  looking  for 
someone  for  more  than  sex,  perhaps  some 
understanding,  affection,  or  even  a  friend. 
Are  you  willing  to  go  out  of  you  way  with  your 
time  and  effort?  Is  there  somebody  over  there 
in  their  early  thirties  or  mid-forties?  Only 
those  sincerely  interested  need  to  apply.  My 
interests:  intelligible  conversations,  cinema 
and  bicycling.     Photo  welcomed.     Drawer 

C038. 

MOVING  TO  TORONTO  from  Western 
Canada  in  November.  Professional  man,  43 
years,  6'4' ',  2 1 0  lbs.  Interests  include  classical 
music,  theatre,  cooking,  travel,  education. 
Honest  and  sincere,  interested  in  meeting  new 
friends  with  similar  interests.    Age  unimpor- 

tant.  Drawer  C039. 

GAY  MALE,  23, 6*1",  170  lbs,  seeks  amputee 
or  disabled  under  25  for  sincere  relationship. 
Will  answer  all  replies.  Photo  if  possible.  Box 

335,  Stn  T.Toronto  M6B4A3. 

GOOD-LOOKING  GUY,  32,  5'11",  160, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  tanned  dark,  nice  body 
covering  of  fine  brown  hair,  wants  to  meet 
masculine,  active,  assertive  guys.  I'm  basical- 
ly French  active  and  Greek  passive  but  willing 
to  experiment  to  try  to  reach  new  plateau  of 
erotic  pleasure.  I  like  to  please  guys.  Please 
give  me  a  chance.  Box  290,  Stn  M,  Toronto 
M6S  4T3. 

26- YEAR-OLD  BLUE-EYED  Taurus,  tired  of 
fulfilling  others'  fantasies,  seeks  sensuous 
sincere  partner.  Athletic,  adventuresome  and 
intelligent;   looking   for  same.      Photo  ap- 

preciated.  Drawer  C047. 

DEAR  SNOOPY,  I  know  that  you'd  accent 
my  being  gay,  but  that's  not  my  problem:  I 
need  good  companions  like  you.  Yes  I  love  to 
see  your  tail  wag  Snoopy,  but  that's  not 
everything!  Perhaps  a  warm  smile  and  a  spon- 
taneous laugh;  an  inquisitive  and  intelligent 
mind.  They  should  be  emotionally  mature  and 
sensitive  —  and  like  my  poor  piano  and 
Beethoven.  For  a  young  guy  like  me,  hap- 
piness is  many  things,  but  a  true  friend  makes 
me  feel  warm  inside.  Please  don't  forget  to 
write.     Snuggles,  Charlie  Brown.     Drawer 

C050. 

ATTRACTIVE  MASCULINE  MALE,  25, 
professional,  seeks  males  22-30  for  relation- 
ship. Prefer  mature  and  masculine  males  who 
are  in  shape.  Am  sincere.  Serious  replies  only. 

Drawer  C073. 

QUIET  SENSUOUS  MALE,  slim,  lithe  body, 
45,  5' 10",  seeks  masculine  straight-looking 
endowed  male,  neat,  clean,  discreet,  affable, 
sincere  for  occasional  meetings  and  lasting 
friendship.     No  downtown  scene.     Drawer 

C072. 

MASCULINE  MALE.  35.  5MI".  180  lbs. 
stable  and  considered  attractive.  I  am  not  into 
one-night  stands  and  never  have  been.  1  would 
much  rather  spend  time  with  a  friend  or  a  lover 
exploring  the  numerous  levels  of  a  man-to- 
man relationship  where  honesty,  sincerity  and 
devotion  to  one  another  is  the  key  to  it  all  It 
you  arc  a  Scorpio  and  share  my  opinion  then 
write  to  me  and  let's  take  it  Irom  there. 
Drawer  C07 1. 

SLIM  SENSUAL,  24-YR-OLD  bisexual  male 

needs  to  perlorm  I  rench  often,  Greek  passive. 
I  change  letters  and  photos  Send  me  your 
t.tniass .  I'll  make  it  happen  I  el  DM  spoil  you. 
Any  age.  Keenls  interested  in  tniuvestites, 
mild  bondage.    I  submit  to  vom  desires     In 


TBP  CUSSHDS 

Need  a  roommate?  Looking  for  a  sex  partner?  Got  something  to  sell, 
trade  or  exchange?  Bored  with  your  boa?  TBP  classifieds  can  find  you 
a  new  home,  a  hot  night,  a  job,  a  house  cleaner,  a  replacement  for  that 
tedious  reptile  —  just  about  anything.  Use  your  imagination  —  if  we 
don't  have  the  category  to  cover  your  needs,  think  up  a  new  one  and 
we'll  use  it. 

What  you  say  is  up  to  you,  but  be  positive  about  yourself  rather  than 
negative  about  others,  Phrases  like  "no  fats  or  ferns,"  or  "no  Blacks" 
are  insulting.  TBP  does  not  print  insults. 

Restrictions?  A  few  —  not  ours,  but  the  Criminal  Code's.  It  is  illegal 
to  have  sex  with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21,  to  have 
sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to 
solicit  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution.  Word  your  ad  accordingly  — 
we  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Answering?  If  you  want  replies  directly,  you'll  have  to  put  your  ad- 
dress or  phone  number  in  your  ad.  If  you  want  more  privacy,  we'll 
assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number,  collect  the  replies,  and  forward  them 
to  you  once  a  week.  The  charge  for  this  forwarding  service  is  two  dol- 
lars per  ad  per  issue. 

Answering  someone  else's  ad  is  easy  too.  Just  put  your  reply  in  an 
envelope,  and  address  it  as  in 
the  diagram  at  right.  Office  staff 
do  not  open  any  mail  with  a 
drawer  number  on  the  envelope. 
Your  unopened  letter  will  be  for- 
warded within  the  week. 

So  start  writing.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  reach  the  last  word 
of  your  ad  is  the  amount  you  owe.  Business  ads  cost  more:  see  below. 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC/41 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the  germ  theory 
of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  individual  is  still  not  being 
taught  the  significance  of  the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the 
prevention  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

Current  attitudes  (including  group  male-female  and  same-sex 
activities)  require  that  each  participant  wash  away  those  acquired 
and  one's  own  germs  and  secretions,  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
in  protection  of  one's  self  and  of  one's  sex  partner(s). 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower  digestive 
tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including  those  which  may 
cause  non-gonococcal  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed 
booklet  (Available  in  Spanish;  soon  in  Japanese)  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant  to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good 
Health.  Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  activities  is  to  en- 
courage the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possiblity  of  catching 
VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and 
water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 

opening. 
Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 
Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is  doubly  impor- 
tant since  even  in  the  absence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sex- 
ually transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non- 
gonococcal urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersoluble 

F reparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that  will 
eave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis  may  trap 
germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  attention 
should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised  penis.  When  vac- 
cines against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have  been  developed,  per- 
sonal hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not 
prevent  approximately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis 
which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 

HYGIENE  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower  digestive 
tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during  certain  sex  ac- 
tivities. Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus 
which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which  cause  gastro- 
intestinal disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth  (anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genitourinary  system  are 
highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the 
rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from  rectum 
toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are  easily  spread  to 
the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections,  and  from  which  they 
may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as  well  as  rectal,  intercourse. 
Therefore,  females  must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to 
vagina 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly  aided  by 
the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate  washing  for 
disease  prevention  and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone, 
unfortunately,  has  been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages 
of  the  bidet;  it  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used 
and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact  which  may 
spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treatment  for  urethritis, 
no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  im- 
portance of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treat- 
ment is  required.  For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially 
available  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube  )  for  use  after  inter- 
course to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis.  For  the  sexually  active 
female  —  certain  commercially  available  vaginal  contraceptive 
foams,  creams,  suppositories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  ger- 
micidal properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  [for  U.S.  citizens  only]  contribution  for  a 
copy  (quantities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 

PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 

NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


telligent,  discreet,  sincere,  honest  people 
please.  Photo,  phone,  Toronto-Peterbor- 
ough.   Drawer  C070. 

TEACHER,  36,  WISH  discreet  relationship, 
slim,  handsome,  young  student  CEGEP,  high 
school,  college,  university.    Have  apartment 
downtown.     Canadians,  Americans,  Euro- 
peans,  Asians  welcomed.   Drawer  C067. 
'FOPFAC    URGES    YOU.       Write    Phil, 
Drawer  C066,  Body  Politic.  He's  absolutely 
delightful,    charming,   sensitive,    intelligent, 
neat,  personable,  attractive.  28  years  old,  135 
lbs,  slender,  blond  bearded.  Not  into  spiders, 
scatology,  drugs,  weirdos,  bars  or  whiplash. 
He  should  be  meeting  some  nice  bright  hand- 
some young  gays.   (Ad  placed  by  'Friends  of 
Phil's,    Find    a   Companion'    committee.) 
Drawer  C066. 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,  friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(21 2)  232-5500 

Monday  through  Friday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


W/S  IN  LEVIS.  White  male,  student,  22, 
blonde,  6',  165  lbs,  enjoys  drinking  beer  with 
same  and  letting  go  in  our  levis,  etc.  I  am 
sincere,  affectionate  and  have  varied  interests. 
Let's  hear  about  you  and  let's  get  wet  together. 

Discretion  assured.  Drawer  C065. 

INTELLECT,  WIT,  MATURITY,  style  and 
integrity  are  what  turns  me  on.  43-year-old 
professional,  aggressive  and  sensitive,  ac- 
complished pianist,  cook,  canoeist  seeks 
monogamous  relationship  with  man  of  similar 
age,  education  and  interests.  My  passions  in- 
clude Mozart's  piano  concertos,  Brahms' 
chamber  music,  Wagner's  Ring,  spring  skiing, 
sailing,  skinny  dips  on  warm  summer  nights, 
good  conversation,  friends,  French  tailored 
trousers,  non-smokers'  kisses,  souffles,  pates, 
good  wine,  old  Persian  rugs,  Paris,  Oxford, 
elections,  biographies,  Shakespeare's  history, 
plays,  pectorals,  intimacy,  sex.  Drawer  C064. 
ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  MALE, 
6',  195,  presently  nursing  broken  heart  that 
needs  mending  by  honest,  sincere  youth  21-30. 
I  am  romantic,  affectionate,  devoted  and 
stable.  Recently  shocked  by  announcement  by 
lover  of  many,  many  years  that  he  had  found 
someone  else.  Need  help  adjusting  to  single 
life  again.  Care  to  join  me  in  friendship  and 
frolic?  Send  photo  and  phone  please.  Box 
1081,  Adelaide  Station,  Toronto,  Ontario 

M5C2K8. 

OUT  AND  OUT  —  new  group  plans  day  hike 
in  Caledon  Hills,  Sunday,  October  5  (more 
coming,  e.g.  skiing).  Information  meeting 
Buddy's,    Friday,    October    3,    9:30.       Tel 

368-3174  or  921-6947. 

Richard  Lacroix,  B.Comm,  R.M.T. 
A  personal  interpretation  of  massage  therapy 
by  appointment  /  967-9195  

WELL-DEFINED  solid  body,  32,  140  lbs, 
5'8",  returning  from  Britain,  in  need  of  long 
bouts  of  good  sex  with  similar  guys.    Photo 

and  letter  gets  mine.   Drawer  C078. 

QUIET,  LONELY  W/M,  average  looks,  24, 
5'8",  155  lbs,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  seeks 
male  21-30  who  is  considerate,  attractive, 
sincere  and  honest  for  friendship.  If  you  like: 
movies,  dining  out,  long  walks,  quiet  times, 
good  music,  dancing  and  more,  not  into  bars,  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  you.  I  do  not  have  a 
lot  to  offer.  Please  write  me,  including  photo 
if  possible.  Thanks.   Drawer  C079. 

GOOD-LOOKING,   WELL-EDUCATED 

bearded  guy,  40,  seeks  attractive,  convivial 
friend,  30-40,  with  sense  of  humour.  Likes: 
cooking,  talking,  friends,  sailing,  X-country 
skiing,  cuddling,  camping,  nude  sunbathing, 
baroque  music,  bikinis,  moustaches.  Dislikes: 


opera,  bitchiness,  S/M,  jockstraps,  tobacco. 
Drawer  C080. 

QUIET  AFFECTIONATE  MASCULINE 
male,  early  40's,  5'5",  seeks  masculine  male 
30-50  for  sincere  friendship  and  lasting  rela- 
tionship plus  good  times  together.  Drawer 
C081. 


ii 


Halifax 


QUIET,  FRIENDLY  prof,  male,  38,  wishes  to 
share  furnished  two-storey  apt.  in  historic 
south  end  with  same.   Must  be  honest,  clean 
and  self-supporting.    Serious  inquiries  only. 
Phone  Bob  422-7235  after  6pm. 


Oakville 


OAKVILLE  male  looking  for  same,  age 
25-40,  to  share  small  house  near  Sheridan  Col- 
lege. On  bus  route,  parking,  furnished, 
dishwasher,  air-conditioning,  share  food  and 
cooking,  etc.   Drawer  C082. 


Toronto 


COXWELL-DANFORTH:  3rd  male  to  share 
pleasant  home.  Private  bedroom,  furnished  or 
unfurnished.  Quiet,  considerate  non-smoker 
required.  Chris,  699-3683  (I'm  seldom  home 

—  please  use  my  answering  machine). 

RESPONSIBLE  MALE  25-35  wanted  to 
share  comfortable  medium-sized  Scar- 
borough home  with  straight-looking  guy. 
Own  bedroom,  parking,  back  yard,  conven- 
ient  transporation,  $140/mo.  Drawer  C083. 
BACHELOR  FLAT:  bright  southern  ex- 
posure, recently  painted,  quiet  residential 
street,  1  1/2  blocks  from  boardwalk.  Depend- 
able, responsible  person.  $265/mo.  Phone 
after  October  6th,  Bob,  698-5172  (leave 
message). 

DON    MILLS-EGLINTON.       Middle-aged 
professional   has   3-bedroom   apartment    to 
share  with  clean  shaven  companionable  stud- 
ent or  employed  young  male.   Non-smoker. 
Rent  negotiable,  serious  calls  only  please. 
Evenings  429-0428. . 

TWO  GAY  MALES  looking  for  people 
(responsible,  progressive/ left,  passionate, 
with  a  sense  of  humour)  who  are  looking  for  a 
mutually  supportive,  comfortable  and  co-op- 
erative home.  Share  a  large,  four-bedroom 
house.  One  room  available  immediately,  an- 
other from  November  1.  Call  977-9916. 


A  FULL SERVICE 

MEN'S  BATH 

OPEN  24  HRS.  A  DAY 


£S 


•LOCKERS* ROOMS 
•STUDENT  RATES 

•  DRY-WET  STEAMS 

•  DISCO  SOUND  SYSTEM 
•GIANT  TV  SCREEN 

203AAcgregorst 

Ph.  586-7594 


KENNhDY  AND  DANFORTH.  Straight- 
looking  male  renting  newly  decorated  modern 
two-bedroom  basement  apartment.  $250/mo 
unfurnished;  utilities,  laundry  facilities,  park- 
ing.  261-6590. 


Quebec 


QUEBEC  A  PARTAGER.  6  1/2  pieces 
meublees,  3  chambres.  Site  tranquille,  pres 
universite.  J'ai  33  ans,  professionnel,  amical. 
Recherche  quelqu'un  honnete,  propre, 
responsable.  Libre  Janvier  ou  avant,  apres 
entente.  Environ  $225/mo.  Contacter  Do. 
Anglophone  de  preference.  Drawer  C074. 


Winnipeg 


FREE  BOARD  AND  ROOM  this  winter  in 
return  for  approximately  15  hours  work  per 
week  on  house  painting  and  renovations. 
Parking   with   plug.      Non   smoker.      (204) 
775-3556.  Dave. 


LETTERS 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have 
pen  pals  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
is  offering  a  pen  pal  service  to  men  and  women 
prisoners  through  the  church's  prison 
ministry.  The  address  is  Prison  Ministry,  29 
Granby  St,  Toronto  M5B  1H8. 
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GAY  PEN  PAL  NEEDED.  Mature,  sen- 
sitive, sincere  gay  male,  21,  black  with  brown 
hair,  eyes,  5'7",  145  lbs,  well-endowed, 
smooth,  wants  correspondents.  Has  no  fami- 
ly, close  friends.  Needs  concerned  and  in- 
terested friend  to  write  in  hopes  of  establishing 
lasting  devoted  relationship  or  friendship. 
Will  answer  all.    Alec  Young,  No  149-824, 

Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699. 

CORRESPONDENTS  in  outside  world 
wanted.  I'm  25,  brown  hair,  eyes,  6'3",  180 
lbs.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Leonard  Fugate, 
No  158-780,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio, 

45699. 

GAY  INMATE  with  no  family  or  friends 
wishes  letters  form  those  who  are  understand- 
ing, sincere  and  honest.  Am  26  years  old,  with 
long,  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes.  Will  be  re- 
leased in  nine  months.  Billie  Wilcher,  No 
136-528,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio 

45699. 

W/MALE,  22,  brown  hair,  5'9",  blue  eyes, 
145  lbs,  seeking  a  lasting  relationship.  Will 
answer  all.  Write  to  Wm  L  Lawley,  No 
047388,  PO  Box  747,  Starke,  Fla  32091. 
I  AM  PRESENTLY  in  prison,  but  will  be 
released  soon.  Would  like  to  hear  from  some- 
one loving  and  understanding  for  a  lasting 
relationship!  In  Gay  Pride  —  James 
Ferguson,    No    148-885,    PO    Box    45699, 

Lucasville,  Ohio  45699. 

WHITE  MALE,  22,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
5'8",  140  lbs,  seeking  a  sincere,  lasting  rela- 
tionship with  the  right  person.  Am  very  gay 
and  sports  oriented,  very  versatile,  but  very 
lonely  and  need  a  friend.  Will  answer  all  let- 
ters. Please  write:  Johnny  Corn,  No  023939, 

PO  Box  747,  Starke,  Fla  32091. 

I'M  A  PRISONER,  30  YRS  OLD,  half  Irish, 
half  Cherokee  Indian,  who  writes  poems  and 
songs.  Served  22  months  in  Viet  Nam.  Will 
reply  to  all  who  write:  "letters  of  love  brings 
hope  for  the  heart /that  we  are  still  close  even 
while  we  are  apart. "  Herman  Hardy,  No 
14581 1,  PO  Box  51 1,  Columbus,  Ohio  43216. 
26-YEAR-OLD  MAN  in  prison,  lonely  and  in 
desperate  need  of  someone  to  acknowledge  his 
existence.  Desires  corresponsdence  with  con- 
cerned and  realistic  people.  Will  immediately 
answer  all  letters.  Letters  should  be  addressed 
to:  Glen  Galloway,  No  157-952,  PO  Box  69, 
London,  Ohio  43140. 


MESSAGES 


WILL  DAVID  who  answered  ad  Box  655, 
Downsview,  M3M  3  A9,  please  write  again  and 
leave  his  address  or  phone  number  this  time. 
DEAR  MIKEY:  Happy  Birthday  —  and 
welcome  home,  sweet  baby.  It's  working. 
Love.  Rick. 


SERVICES 


International 

UNCUT  MALES?     Are  you  interested  or 
fascinated  by  uncircumcised  males?     Info: 
UMA,   Box    1011,   Corpus  Christi,  Texas 
78403.  State  over  18. 

Toronto 

SORE?  STIFF?  TIRED?  Tense?  Aches  and 
pains?  Call  Chris,  485-1290 

OPENLY    GAY    PSYCHOTHERAPIST, 

individual,   couple  counselling,   also  sexual 


dysfunction  counselling.  Confidence  guar- 
anteed. Registered  massage  therapist  avail- 
able. Eugene  Allen  Schoentag,  524  Bathurst, 
967-0272. 


Vancouver 


INDIVIDUAL  COUNSELLING  or  group 
therapy  by  a  gay  therapist,  trained  in 
humanistic  psychology.  Discover  yourself 
and  how  to  get  more  out  of  life.  Contact 
Cedar  Debly,  669-4579. 


Other 


LETTERS  UNLIMITED.  Exclusive, 
Pen /Letter  Club  for  gay  people.  Write:  L.U., 
PO  Box  271,  Kelowna,  BC,  Can  V1Y  7N5. 


TRAVEL 


KEY  WEST  —  It's  forever  summer  on  the 
AMERICAN  MANANA  ISLAND.  Call  toll- 
free  1-800-327-9191,  ext  499  (in  Florida, 
1-800-432-7999,  ext  499),  or  write  Key  West 
Business  Guild,  PO  Box  1208,  Key  West, 
Florida,  33040  for  our  new  directory  and  map. 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  BANG 
RUSH  •  HARDWARE 

$4  EACH  (5for$15) 

WE  WILL  NOT  BE  UNDERSOLD 
RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5B  1G5 

Wholesale  inquiries  invited 
(416)  977-4718 


NIAGARA  FALLS,  Ontario  —  Overnight 
tourist  accommodation.  4465  Simcoe  Street  at 
St  Clair  Avenue,  L2E  1T7.    For  information 

and  reservations  phone  358-8209. 

QUEBEC  CITY.  Upper  Town.  Room 
available  for  short  stays  in  gay  person's  apart- 
ment. Near  park,  bars,  baths.  $6.00/day, 
$3.00/additional  person.  Small  car  only 
parked  during  stay.  Please  reserve.  Drawer 
C037. 


WORK 


Quebec 


PHILIP  AND  JIM  require  live-in  to  share 
work  load  of  Laurentian  inn.  Salary  accor- 
ding  to  effort.  Drawer  C084. 


Toronto 


BACHELOR'S  ASSISTANT  required  to 
assist  young,  active  professional  male. 
$200/ wk  plus  room  and  board  with  separate 
suite.  Responsible  position  includes  domestic 
and  business  duties.  Car  or  driver's  licence 
necessary.  Write  Drawer  C063. 


OTHER 


Business 


WANTED:  PARTNER  in  travel  agency  cater- 
ing  to  gays.  Send  resume.   Drawer  C068. 


Courses 


BLACKMORE    NICHOLLS    La    Nouvelle 
Cuisine,  Cuisine  Minceur,  courses  in  cooking, 
shopping,  presentation.     From  September. 
(416)368-2412.   


Toronto 


OUTGOING  BISEXUAL,  20,  6',  180  lbs, 
ha/el  eyes,  sandy  hair  —  looking  to  share  fun 
times  with  women  and  men  up  to  26  who  like 
in  wear  leather  and/or  rubber  clothing,  boots, 
etc.  Photo  appreciated  if  possible.  Please 
send  phone  number.  Discretion  guaranteed. 
Drawei  (  049. 


Hobbyists 


<.\>  MAI  I  kaii  l  \N  seeking  same  foi 
possible  rail-oriented  get-togethers,  activities, 
i nps,  etc.    Reply,  stating  interests.    Drawei 


<  m4. 


Wanted 

TORONTO  \Kl  \  (,  \>s  seeks  office  space 
downtown  to  expand  peet  counsellinj 
vices,    iwo  small  adjacent  rooms  preferred. 
<  .ill  46<  1856 anytime 


DIRECT- 

A- 

CALL 


We  are  pleased  to 
announce  the  opening 

of  Toronto  s  ultimate 

Personalized  Communications 
Service 


\ 


V 


We  offer  our  clients: 

•Trained,  tactful  operators 
•24  hrs.,  7  day  a  week 

service 
•Call-forwarded  lines 

available 
•no  limit  on  calls 


•special  advertising  numbers 
•wake  up  service 
•reminder  service 
•appointment  service 
•mailing  address 
•Telex  service 
•low  rates 


We  would  be  pleased  to  discuss 
your  personal  requirements 

363-8681 


SALE 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  HARDWARE  •  CUM 

RUSH  •  CRYPT  •  BOLT  •  HI-BALL 

DISCO-MAGIC  •  BAN-APPLE 

BANG  •  BLACK-SAC 

MINIMUM  ORDER  —  5  FOR  $14.95 
(MIX  OR  MATCH)  PLUS  $1.50  POSTAGE 


NUMBERS 

215-11  AVE  S.W.  CALGARY, 
ALBERTA  T2R  0C2 

WHOLESALE  INQUIRIES  INVITED 


As  human  beings  an  of  us 

have  undergone  crises  of  separation 
from  a  lover.  Because  we  lack  many  of 
the  supports  available  to  straight  peo- 
ple, there  is  tremendous  need  for 
research  and  written  information  on 
the  subject, 

Two  experienced  writers  who  have 
undergone  this  trauma  have  recogni- 
zed the  need.  We  would  like  to  hear 
from  gay  men  who  have  had  similar  ex- 
periences in  the  past  three  years. 

If  you  live  in  Toronto  and  are  in- 
terested in  being  interviewed,  please 
send  your  name  and  phone  number. 
Those  outside  Metro  who  would  like  to 
share  their  experiences  should  send  us 
your  name  and  address,  and  in  return 
we  will  forward  you  a  questionnaire. 
We  guarantee  that  your  anonymity  will 
be  protected. 

Dr  C  Headon  and  R  Wallace,  Box 
5198,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1N5. 


Attention 
lesbian  mothers 

who  have  conceived  by 
artificial  insemination: 


Share  your  experience  with  others 
who  have  had  or  would  like  to  have 
children  by  this  means.  TBP  is  plan- 
ning a  feature  on  attitudes  and  access 
to  Al  for  lesbians  in  Canada.  Confiden- 
tiality guaranteed.  Contact  Fay  Orr  or 
Chris  Bearchell  c/o  Box  7289,  Station 
A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9.  or  call 
(416)977-6320. 


That's  all  it  would  cost  you  to  put  your 
message  in  a  space  like  this  in  The 
Body  Politic. 

Want  to  find  out  more?  Call  Chris 
Bearchell  at  977-6320  and  ask  tor 
details,  or  drop  us  a  line  at  Box  7289. 
Station  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  in  Canada  and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct 
themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against 
gay  oppression.  It  includes:  democratically  con- 
stituted organizations,  cooperatively  run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literature,  and  non-profit  gay  periodicals. 

Organizations  wishing  a  listing,  or  a  revision  of  in- 
formation presently  listed,  should  contact:  The  Body 
Politic  Community  Page,  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5  W 1X9. 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 

"Camp  181  (a  social  club  for  women  and  men), 
c/o  Eleanor,  no  3,  231 1-17A  St  SW,  T2T  2S4. 
Ph:  (403)  245-2336. 

n  Dignity /Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7. 
Ph:  (403)  269-7542  or  282-0574  (evenings  only). 

□  Gay  Academic  Union,  Student  Clubs,  MacEwan 
Hall,  Univ  of  Calgary,  T2N  1N4. 

□Gay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRO, 
Old  Y  Bldg,  Suites  317-323,  223  12  Ave  SW, 
T2P  0G9.  Ph:  (403)  264-3911.  Information  and 
counselling  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm.  Socials,  discussion 
groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action.  Mailing 
address:  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1. 

□  Gay  Youth  Calgary,  Box  1 133,  Stn  M,  T2P  2K9. 
Meets  Thurs,  8  pm,  Rm  319,  223  12  Ave  SW. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o 
Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7. 

□  Lesbian  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (403) 
238-0140,  evenings. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945, 
Stn  D,  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)  277-4004.  Services 
Sundays  at  1 1 :  30  am  at  Backlot  Theatre. 

□  Parents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRC, 

Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  252-8727. 

□  Womyn's  Collective,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715, 
Stn  M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  267-3098. 

Edmonton 

□  Dignity/Edmonton,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE), 

Box  1852,  T5J  2P2.  Office:  10173-104  St.  Ph: 
(403)424-8361. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1312, 
T5J  2M8.  Ph:  (403)482-4213. 

Lethbridge 

□  Lethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC, 
Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1 

Medicine  Hat 

□  Medicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o 
GIRC,  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  ABT2P  3C1. 

Red  Deer 

□Gay  Association  of  Red  Deer  (GARD),  Box  356, 
T4N  5E9. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Karaloops 

□The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  by 
writing  to  Box  3343,  Kamloops  V2C  6B9.  Meet 
friends,  peer  counselling,  information. 

Nelson 

□  The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland,  Box  326,  Nelson,  V1L  5R2. 

Prince  George 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted 
through  the  Prince  George  Crisis  Centre, 
1306-7th  Ave,  V2L  3P1.  Ph:  (604)  563-1214. 

Prince  Rupert 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  reached  by 
writing  to  Box  881,  V8J  3Y1. 

Vancouver 

□  Archives  Collective,  Box  3130,  MPO,  V6B  3X6. 

□  Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver 
Cooperative  Radio,  337  Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4. 
Thurs  at  6:30  pm,  102.7  MHz  FM. 

□  Dignity/Vancouver,  Box  3016,  V6B  3X5.  Ph: 
(604)  524-1657. 

□  Gayblevision,  monthly  television  show  produced 
by  and  for  gays,  837  Bidwell  St.  Ph:  (604) 
688-6813. 

□Gay  People  of  Simon  Fraser,  c/o  Student  So- 
ciety, Simon  Fraser  University,  Burnaby 
V5A  1S6.  Ph:  (604)  291-3181  or  291-3111. 

□  Gay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg, 
University  of  British  Columbia,  V6T  1 W5.  Ph: 
(604)  228-6781 .  Meetings  every  Thurs  at  12:30  pm 
in  SUB  207/209. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  Box 
34161,  Stn.  D,  V6J4NI.  Ph:  (604)732-0412. 

□  The  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op  Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B  2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM,  Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  5178, 
V6B  4B2.  Ph:  (604)681-8525.  Services  8  pm 
Sundays,  at  181 1  West  16th  Ave. 

□  SEARCH  Community  Services,  28-448  Seymour 
St,  V6B  3H1.  Ph:  (604)689-1039. 


CommunityPage 


□  SEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  28-448 
Seymour  St,  V6B3H1. 

□  Society  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and 
Counselling  in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH), 
Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre,  V7X  1A8. 

□  Society  for  Political  Action  for  Gay  People 
(SPAG),  Box  2631,  Main  PO,  V6B  3W8.  Ph: 
(604)  876-2674. 

□  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC), 
Box  2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2 

Victoria 

□  Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box 

237,  Stn.  E,  V8W  2M6. 

□  Gay  Men's  Discussion  Group,  meets  twice  a 
month.  Call  Need-Crisis  Line  for  time  and  place. 

□  Need-Crisis  Line,  Ph:  (604)  383-6323,  24  hrs  a 
day,  for  gay  info. 

□  University  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union 
Bldg.  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 

□  WAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  Box 
237,  Stn  E,  V8W  2M6. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

□  Gay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4.  Ph: 
(204)  725^»386. 

Winnipeg 

□  Bethany:  Families  of  Gays,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ 
of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  743-4549. 

□  Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box 
1912,  R3C3R2. 

□  Dignity /Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2. 
□Gays  for  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 

Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

□  Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing, Box  391 1 ,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9. 

□  Project  Lambda,  Inc,  gay  community  services, 
Box  3911,  Stn  B.R2W5H9. 

□  Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 
Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 

□  Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St.  Ph: 
(204)786-4581. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Fredericton 

Frederic  ion  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box 

1556,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (506)  454-8130. 

Western  NB 

□  Northern  Lambda  Nord,  Box  990,  Caribou, 
Maine  04736  USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and 
Northern  Maine  (Madawaska/ Victoria,  NB, 
Temiscouata,  Quebec,  and  Aroostook,  Maine). 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

Corner  Brook 

□  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  905,  A2H  6J2. 

St.  John's 

□  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  613,  Stn  C,  A1C  5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

□  The  Alternate  Bookshop,  1588  Barrington  St, 
2nd  fir.  Mailing  address:  Box  276,  Stn  M, 
B3J  2N7. 

□  Expression,  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop,  Box 
267,  Stn  M,  B3J  2N7.  A  support  group  for  trans- 
vestites  and  transsexuals,  presently  in  formation. 

□  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  Inc  (GAE),  Box  361 1, ' 
Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Ph: 

(902)  429-4294.  Gay  helpline  (information,  re- 
ferrals and  peer  counselling):  (902)  429-6969, 
Thurs,  Fri  and  Sat,  7-10  pm. 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o 
SUB  (Student  Union  Building),  Dalhousie 
University. 

□Sparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Gay  Christians, 
meet  every  Sunday  at  8  pm,  at  the  Universalis! 
Unitarian  Church,  5500  Inglis  St.  Mailing  ad- 
dress: Box  361 1,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  Sparrow  coffeehouses  every  second 
Sunday  at  The  Turret.  Call  Gayline  (429-6969)  or 
GAE  (429^294)  or  The  Turret  (423-6814)  for 
dates  and  times. 

□  The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Barr- 
ington St.  Ph:  (902)  423-6814.  Mailing  address: 
Box  361 1,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6. 

Wolfville 

□  Gays,  Box  1297,  BOP  1X0. 


ONTARIO 


Georgetown 

□  Georgetown  Gay  Friends,  Box  223,  L7G  4T1. 
Ph:  (416)  877-5524. 

Guelph 

□Guelph  Gay  Equality.  Box  773,  N1H  6L8. 
Gayline:  (519)  836-4550,  24  hrs. 

□  Guelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)  836-4550. 
Mon,  Wed  and  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Hamilton,  offers  support,  advice, 
and  pot  luck  suppers  twice  a  month.  Call 
Gayline  for  meeting  places  and  times. 

□  Gayline  Hamilton,  information  on  all  groups  and 
activities,  and  peer  counselling.  Ph:  (416) 
523-7055  Wed  through  Sun,  7-11  pm. 

□Gay  Monitors  Committee  of  Hamilton,  an 
educational  and  information  service  agency  of 
HUGS.  See  Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies 
(HUGS)  listing. 

□  Gay  Recreation  Committee  of  Hamilton,  a 
recreational  service  agency  of  HUGS,  sponsors 
dances,  bowling  league  and  other  events. 

□  Gay  Women  of  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call 
Gayline  for  meeting  places  and  times. 

□  Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a 
meeting  of  men  and  women,  young  and  old,  with 
discussions  and  speakers  on  topics  of  community 
interest.  Meetings  on  alternate  Wednesdays,  Rm 
619,  Togo  Salmon  Hall,  McMaster  University, 
7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  for  further  information. 

□  Lambda  Gay  Youth  of  Hamilton,  support  group. 
Call  Gayline  for  meeting  places  and  times. 

□  Address  for  all  Hamilton  groups  listed  above: 
Box  44,  StnB,  L8L  7T5. 

Kingston 

□  Queen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 
Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph: 

(613)  542-5226. 

□  Queen's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs 
Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University, 
K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  1497,  Stn  C, 
Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 

□Gay  AA,  Ph:  (519)  742-6183. 

□  Gay  Liberation  of  Waterloo  (GLOW),  c/o 
Federation  of  Students,  University  of  Waterloo, 
Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph:  (519)  884-GLOW. 

□  Gay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues 
and  Wed,  6:15  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7 
MHz  cable. 

□  Gay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterloo,  Box  2632, 
Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N2. 

□  G.R.O.W.,  Box  2782,  Stn  B,  Kitchener 
N2H  6N3. 

□  Kitchener/Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box 
2741,  Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

□  Kitchener- Waterloo  Gay  Youth,  c/o  Federation 
of  Students,  University  of  Waterloo,  Waterloo 
N2L  3G1. 

□  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs,  6  to 
8  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box 
2531,  Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

□  Young  Men's  Athletic  Club,  Box  2041,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener.  Ph:  (519)  579-1505.  Licenced  dances 
every  two  weeks,  1st  and  3rd  Fri  of  each  month. 
Phone  for  location. 

London 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  5L7.  Ph:  (519)644-1061. 

□Gayline,  Ph:  (519)  679-6423.  Info  24  hrs/day. 
Peer  counselling  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  Sat,  7-1 1  pm. 

□  Homophile  Association  of  London,  Ontario 
(HALO),  649  Colborne  St,  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519) 
433-3762. 

□  London  Lesbian  Collective,  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  5L7. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  4724, 
Stn  D,  N5W  5L7.  Services  Sundays  at  2  pm  at 
Unitarian  Church,  29  Victoria  St.  Singspiration 
at  1:45  pm. 

□  Western  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Com- 
munity Centre,  University  of  Western  Ontario. 
Ph:  (519)  679-6423. 

Mississauga/Brampton 

□  GEM,  Box  62,  Brampton  L6V  2K7. 

□  Gayline  West,  Ph:  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  Coun- 
selling telephone  service. 


Niagara  Region 


□  Gayline,  Ph:  (416)  354-3173. 
□Gay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls 
L2E  6V5. 


Ottawa 

Dignity  Ottawa  Dignite,  Box  2102,  Stn  D, 
KIP  5W3. 

□  Dykes  and  Fags  (Carleton  University  Gay  Peo- 
ple). For  more  information  call  (613)  238-1717. 

□Gays  of  Ottawa  Gais  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919, 
Stn  D,  KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre:  175  Lisgar  St. 
Gayline:  (613)  238-1717.  Office:  (613)  233-0152. 

□Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/ Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ot- 
tawa/Hull  may  be  contacted  at  the  same  address 
and  phone  number  as  Gays  of  Ottawa. 
Meetings /drop-ins,  Wed,  8  pm,  175  Lisgar  St. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  St 
George's  Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St, 
K2P  1N9.  Ph:  (613)  235-1636.  Meeting  and 
Eucharist  every  second  Wed  (2nd  and  4th  Weds 
of  month),  7:30  pm,  at  St  George's  Church. 

□  Lesbiepnes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays 
on  Campus,  c/o  SFUO,  85  rue  Hastey  Street, 
KIN  6N5. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868,  Stn 
B,  KIP  5T1.  Ph:  (613)  741-0783. 

□  Parents  of  Gays,  Box  9094,  K1G  3T8. 

Peterborough 

□  Gays  of  Trent  and  Peterborough  (GTP),  Box 

1524,  K9J  7H7.  Office:  262  Rubidge  St,  Rm  203. 
Ph:  (705)  742-6229,  Wed,  7:30-9:30  pm,  Thurs, 
7:30-9:30  pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

□  Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  St,  P7B  1S1. 
Ph:  (807)  345-7802. 

□  GTB,  Box  2155,  Stn  P,  P7B  1S4. 

Toronto 

□  Association  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE),  29  Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Association  of  Gays  in  the  Media  (AGM),  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

□  Association  of  Gay  Social  Services  Workers,  Box 
182,  StnO,,M4A2N3. 

□  Catalyst  Press,  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 
M1N  2S6. 

□  Centre  of  Affirmation  and  Dialogue,  St  Philip 
House,  507  Queen  St  E,  M5A  1V1.  Ph: 
(416)362-2662.  Meetings  at  7:30  pm.  Parents  of 
Gays:  Mondays;  Married  Gay  Men:  1st  and  3rd 
Weds  of  month;  Gay  Couples:  2nd  and  4th  Weds 
of  month;  Senior  lesbians  and  gays  over  40:  1st 
and  3rd  Thurs  of  month. 

□  CODA,  Box  6248,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P6. 

□  Dignity  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics,  Box  249, 
Stn  E,  M6H  4E2.  Ph:  (416)  960-3997. 

□  Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG),  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  c/o  Miss  S  C  Huxford, 
618-2757  Kipling  Ave,  Rexdale  M9V  4C4. 
Ph:  (416)  745-5462. 

□  Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Clarence  Barnes,  Dept 
of  Chemical  Engineering,  Univ  of  Toronto, 
M5S  1A4. 

□  Gay  Alcholics  Anonymous,  answering  service, 
Ph:  (416)  964-3962. 

□  Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF  office,  105  Cen- 
tral Square,  York  University,  4700  Keele  Street, 
Downsview,  M3J  1P3.  Coffee-house  meetings 
Wed  8:30  pm,  Room  S869  Ross  Bldg,  during 
school  term.  Ph:  (416)  661-2244. 

□  Gay  Anarchists,  c/o  Ian  Young,  315  Blantyre 
Ave,  Scarborough,  M1N  2S6. 

□  Gay  Asian  Discussion  Group,  Drawer  R999, 
TBP  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 

□  Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto,  Box  2212, 
Stn  P,  M5S  2T2.  Ph:  (416)  869-3036. 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar.  Ph:  (416)  923-GAYS, 
24-hour  recorded  message. 

□  Gay  Community  Services  Centre,  29  Granby  St, 
M5B  1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line: 

(416)  977-9835.  Drop-in  Mon-Thurs,  7:00-10:30 
pm,  Fri  and  Sat  to  1 1:30  pm. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto,  c/o  MCC,  29  Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)  977-9799.  Offers  sup- 
port, advice,  and  dinner  twice  a  month. 

□  Gay  Liberation  Union  (GLU),  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 
M4T  2N7.  Ph:  (416)  363-4410. 

□Gay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301 , 
M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)  977-2184.  Meetings  at  the 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  Tues, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T,  c/o  SAC  office,  12  Hart  House 
Circle,  University  of  Toronto,  M5S  1A1.  Meets 
Fri,  7:30  pm,  33  St  George  St. 

□  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge, 
M4W  1L7.  Ph:  (416)  961-4161. 

□  Hassle  Free  Clinic,  556  Church  St,  (at  Wellesley), 
2nd  floor.  Ph:  (416)  922-3323.  VD  testing  and 
information. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  Box 
873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  921-4778. 
Meeting  and  Eucharist  at  8  pm,  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays  of  month,  at  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Toronto  Eaton  Centre. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund,  Box  38,  Stn  E, 
M6H  4E1.  Ph:  (416)  465-6822. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT), 
Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  offices  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8,  services  at  175  St  Clair 
Ave  West.  Supper  Sundays  at  6  pm,  Singspira- 
tion at  7: 10  pm.  Worship  at  7:30  pm.  Ph: 
(416)  977-9799. 
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DOsgoode  Gay  Caucus,  c/o  Osgoode  Hall  Law 
School,  4700  Keele  Street,  Downsview, 
M3J  2R5.  Same  regular  meetings  as  Gay  Alliance 
at  York.  Ph:  (416)  661-2244. 

D Parents  of  Gays,  c / o  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1 H8. 
Ph:  (416)  484-4634,  977-9835,  or  961-3415. 

□  Pink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2. 
Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee 
for  The  Barracks  accused),  meets  2nd  Mon  each 
month,  8  pm,  519  Church  St.  Mailing  address:  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8.  Donations:  Make  payable 
to  John  Higgins  in  Trust.  Mail  to  Mailman  and 
Higgins,  Barristers  and  Solicitors,  129  John  St, 
M5V  2E2. 

□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG),  Box  6706,  Stn  A, 
M5W-1X5.  Ph:  (416)964-6600.  Peer  counselling 
service. 

□  Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council, c/o  100  Wel- 
lesley  St  East,  Suite  104,  M4Y  1H5. 

□Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals  (TOUCH),  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H 
4E2. 

□  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85  Harbord  St, 
M5S  1G5.  Ph:  (416)  922-8744. 

□Transvestites  in  Toronto,  Box  873,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G3. 

□  Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation,  8  Irwin  Ave, 
M4Y  1K9.  Ph:  (416)  924-2525. 

□  Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Stn  E,  M6G  4E1. 
Ph:  (416)  465-6822. 

□  Women's  Archives,  Box  928,  Stn  Q,  M4T  2P1. 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf,  c/o  MCC,  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 


QUEBEC 


Hull 

□  Association  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  Quebecois  (AGOQ), 

CP  1215,  Succ  B,  J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)  778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

□  Gay  Students'  Alliance  (GSA),  Box  631,  Bishop's 
University /Champlain  Regional  College, 

JIM  1Z7.  Ph:  (819)  563-2230. 

Montreal 

□  Association  Communautaire  Homosexuelle  de 
I'Universite  de  Montreal,  3200,  Jean- Brillant , 
Local  1265-6,  Pav  des  Sciences  Sociales, 
Universite  de  Montreal,  H3T  1N8. 

□  Association  pour  les  droits  de  la  communaute 
gaie  du  Quebec  (ADGQ),  CP  36.  Succ  C, 
H2L  4J7.  Bureau:  1264  rue  St-Timothee.  Ph: 
(514)843-8671. 

"  Comile  de  soutien  aux  accuses  de  Truxx,  a/s  1217 
rue  Crescent,  H3G  2B1. 

□  Communaute  homophile  chretienne  (Catholic), 
354,  rue  Murray.  Ph:  (514)  688-9071. 

□  Contact-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and 
referral.  Ph:  (514)  842-5807. 

□  Coop-Femmes,  CP  223,  Succ  Delorimier, 
H2H  2N6.  Ph:  (514)  843-8998. 

C Dignity/Montreal,  Newman  Centre,  3484  rue 
Peel.  Ph:  (514)  392-6741. 

□  Eglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal,  Montreal 
Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG, 
H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514)  845-4471. 

□  Federation  canadienne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue 
Viau,  Vaudreuil  J7V  1A7. 

□  Fraternite-Halte  Inc.  5342  boul  Saint-Laurent, 
H2T  IS).  Ph:(514)  521-5360. 

□  Gaiecoute,  ligne  telephonique  pour 
francophones.  7  pm  -  1 1  pm  every  night. 
Ph:  (514)937-1447. 

□  Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clin- 
ique  des  Jeunes  de  Montreal,  3658  rue  Sainte- 
Famille,  H2X  2L5.  Ph:  (514)  843-7885,  843-5255. 
Mon,  Wed  and  Fri  evenings. 

□  Gay  Info,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG,  H4A  3R1.  Ph: 
(514)486-4404,  Thurs  and  Fri,     7-11  pm. 
24-hr  recorded  message  at  other  times. 

□  Gayline,  (514)  931-8668  or  931-5330.  7  days  a 
week,  7-11  pm. 

□  Gay  Men  and  Women  of  McGill,  University  Cen- 
tre, Rm  408.  3480  rue  McTavish.  H3A  1X9. 
Meets  Thurs,  7:30  pm,  Rm  425. 

□  Gay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale 
Park,  Westmount  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581. 

□  Gay  Youth  Group,  open  to  gay  males  14-22, 
meets  Saturdays  2-4  pm,  call  Gayline  for  info. 

[   Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o 

305  avenue  Willibrord,  Verdun  H4G  2T7.  Ph: 

(514)  766-9623. 
'    lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  1455 

ouest  boul  de  Maisonneuve,  H3G  1M7.  Ph: 

(514)  879-4500  from  9  am  to  5  pm. 

I  ihrairie  I' Androgyne   Androgyny  Bookstore, 

1217  rue  Crescent.  H3G  2BI.  Ph:(5l4)  866-2131. 

N  ACHES:  Montreal's  Gay  Jewish  Group,  CP 

298,  Succ  H,  H3G  2K8.  Ph:  (514)  488-0849. 
[    Older  Gays  Group,  meets  1st  and  3rd  Wed  each 

month,  at  5  rue  Weredale  Park,  Westmount 

H3Z  1 Y5.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581,  ext  238,  for  info. 

Ask  for  Barry. 

Parents  of  (,»ys,  a/s  CP  610,  Succ  NDG, 

M4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514)  486-4404. 

Pro-<  alhedrale  du  Disciple  Bien- Alme,  4376  de 

la  Roche.  Ph:  (514)279-5381. 
I    Productions  88,  1406  rue  dc  la  Visitation,  No  3, 

H21.  3B8. 


□  Transvestites  a  Montreal,  social  support  for 
transvestites,  CP  153,  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5. 
Ph:  (514)  486-4404  (Thurs  *n<*  Fri  only) 

□  Women's  Homophile  Association  of  Montreal, 
a/s  Susan  Shea,  1967  rue  Erie,  H2K  2M5. 

□  Women's  Information  and  Referral  Centre,  3585 
rue  Saint-Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri, 

9  am-5  pm,  Tues  5  pm-9  pm.  Ph:  (514)  842-4781. 

Quebec 

□  Centre  Homophile  a"  Aide  et  de  Liberation 
(CHAD,  CP  596,  Succ  Haute-Ville,  G1R  4R8. 
Bureau:  175  rue  Prince-Edouard.  Ph:  (418) 
525-4997. 

□  Groupe  gai  de  I'Universite  Laval,  CP  2500, 
Pavilion  Lemieux,  Citfe  universitaire,  G1K  7P4. 

□  Paroisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique 
eucharistique),  310,  rue  de  la  Couronne, 
G1K  6E4. 


SASKATCHEWAN 

Carrot  River 

□Carrot  River  Gays,  c/o  18-303  Queen  St, 
Saskatoon  S7K  0M1.  For  Melfort-Tisdale  area. 

Kindersley 

□  West  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rose- 
town),  c/o  Drawer  1,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 

Moose  Jaw 

□  Moose  Jaw  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  Box 

1778,  S6H  7K8. 

Prince  Albert 

□  Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9. 

Regina 

□  Gay  Regina,  a  political  action  group,  c/o  2242 
Smith  St,  Box  3414.  Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  For 
info  concerning  social  functions,  contact  Regina 
Gay  Community  Centre. 

□  Regina  Gay  Community  Centre,  2242  Smith  St. 
Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  Counselling  and  information 
Tues  and  Sat,  6:30-9:00  pm. 

Saskatoon 

□  Gay  Academic  Union,  Box  419,  Sub  PO  6, 
S7N  0W0. 

□  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8. 
245-3rd  Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)  652-0972. 

□  Grapevine,  a  group  of  Christian  and  Jewish  gays. 
Ph:  (306)  343-5963. 


□  Lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation, 
Box  4021,  S7K  3T1. 

□  Stubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St, 
S7K0M1. 

□Subcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  Saskatchewan 
Association  on  Human  Rights,  31  l-20th  St  W, 
S7M0X1. 


PROVINCIAL 


□  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association 
(ALGRA),  Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB 

T5J  2P2. 

□  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO), 
Box  822,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G3.  Ph: 
(416)977-1605. 

□  Manitoba  Gay  Coalition,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
Univ  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB  R3T  2N2. 

□  Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  Box  923, 
Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L8. 

□  Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  Box  7508,  Saska- 
toon, SK. 


NATIONAL/BINATIONAL 

□  Binational  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  Canadian  Head 
Office,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301,  Toronto,  ON 
M5B  1H8.  Ph:  (416)  977-2184. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Coalition  binationale  pour  la  jeunesse  gaie.  Siege 
sociale  Quebecois,  CP  753,  Succ  H,  Montreal, 
PQ  H3G  2M7. 

□  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien,  Box  608, 
Stn  K,  Toronto,  ON  M4P  2H1. 

Dignity  Canada  Dignite,  Box  1912,  Win- 
nipeg, MB  R3C  3R2.  Ph:  (204)  772-4322. 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  891,  Stn  F, 
Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  535-8819,  24 
hrs  a  day. 

□  Grass  Roots  Organizing  Workshop/Atelier  de 
I'organisation  a  la  base,  Box  3099,  Stn  D, 
Ottawa,  ON  KIN  6H7. 

□  Interest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in 
Psychology,  c/o  Canadian  Psychological 
Association,  558  King  Edward  Ave,  Ottawa,  ON 
KIN  7N6. 

□  International  Gay  Association,  secretariat,  c/o 
CHLR,  Box  931,  Dublin  4,  Republic  of  Ireland 
(Eire). 

□  The  John  Damien  Foundation,  Box  983, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2K4. 

□  Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of 
the  Libertarian  Party  of  Canada,  Box  190, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2J1. 


Names  are  the  name  of  the  game 

lesbian  and  gay  male  households  willing 
to  receive  a  monthly  mailing  of  infor- 
mation and  promotional  material  from 
gay  organizations  and  businesses. 


Although  he  once  claimed  that  he 
"never  would  have  been  able  to  ask  a 
total  stranger  for  his  name  and 
address,"  Jerrold  Holt  now  finds  this 
becoming  a  daily  occurrence. 

This  behaviour  is  not  linked  to  any 
secret  new  potion  concocted  to  boost 
personal  assertiveness,  but  to  Holt's 
involvement  in  FYI  (For  Your  Informa- 
tion). 

FYI  is  a  new,  non-profit  organization 
dedicated  to  spreading  information  at 
every  possible  level  to  the  Toronto  gay 
community.  In  addition  to  administer- 
ing the  newly  revitalized  923-GAYS 
community  calendar  phone  line,  FYI  has 
taken  on  the  challenge  of  developing  a 
co-operative  mailing  service  for  the 
Metro  gay  community. 

A  feasibility  study  for  FYI  was  the 
result  of  a  student  summer  employment 
project  financed  by  a  grant  obtained  by 
the  Gay  Community  Appeal  of 
Toronto.  In  mid-August  Holt  and  a 
solid  group  of  six  others  took  on  the 
task  of  continuing  development  and 
administration  of  FYI.  All  time  and 
efforts  are  volunteer  "with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  part-time  office  manager, 
Charles  McFadden,  who  is  necessary  for 
certain  day-to-day  co-ordination  while 
the  rest  of  us  are  holding  down  9-to-5 
jobs."  The  37-ycar-old  Holt  hastens  to 
add  that  "even  Charles's  salary  is  not  a 
reality  until  I  VI  is  self-supporting.  He's 
operating  on  a  lot  of  faith,  dedication 
and  energy  at  (his  point." 

FYl's  CO-Operative  mailing  service  is 
attempting  to  compile  a  list  of  Toronto 


Names  of  individuals  need  not  appear 
on  the  list,  and  the  mailings  will  then  be 
directed  in  care  of  "Householder"  at 
the  given  street  address.  A  typical  mail- 
ing will  consist  of  up  to  8  full-page 
advertisements  from  gay-oriented 
businesses  and  community  organiza- 
tions. "We  want  the  gay  community  to 
be  as  aware  as  possible  of  the  many 
commercial  and  volunteer  organizations 
that  are  supporting  our  community,  as 
well  as  including  items  of  general  gay 
public  interest,"  says  Holt.  "There  is 
no  cost  to  the  recipients  of  this  service. 
All  costs  are  borne  by  the  commercial 
and  non-commercial  advertisers  and 
contributors.  When  we  get  beyond  the 


□  Metropolitan  Community  Churches  in  Canada, 
Box  5178,  Vancouver,  BC  V6B  4B2.  Ph: 
(604)681-8525. 

□  New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792, 
Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

□  Regroupment  national  des  lesbiennes  et  des  gais 
du  Quebec,  CP  1 104,  Succ  Place  d'Armes, 
Montreal,  PQ  H2Y  3J6. 


PUBLICATIONS 


□  After  StonewaU,  Box  7763.  Saskatoon,  SK. 

□  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Boonies,  A  Voice  for  Rural  Gays,  R  R  1, 
Paradise,  NS  BOS  1R0. 

□  Gay  Horizons,  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB 
T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  264-391 1.  Offices  at  Suites 
317-323,  223-12  Ave  SW,  Calgary,  AB  T2R  0G9 

□  Gay  Niagara  News,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls, 
ON  L2E  6V5. 

□  Gay  Saskatchewan,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon,  SK. 

□  GO  Info,  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  1'Outaouais, 
Box  2919,  Stn  D,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5W9. 

□  Have  You  Heard?,  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax  South 
Postal  Stn,  Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 

□  Le  Berdache,  CP  36,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  PQ 
H2L  4J7 

7  Lesbians  Lesbiennes,  Box  2531,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener,  ON. 

□  Metro  Community  News,  29  Granby  St, 
Toronto,  ON  M5B  1H8. 

□  OUT,  Box  2741,  Stn  B,  Kitchener,  ON 
K2H  6N3. 

□  Out  and  About,  Box  3911,  Stn  B,  Winnipeg 
R2W  5H9. 

□  Sparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Atlantic  Christian 
Newsletter,  Box  361 1,  Halifax  South  Postal 
Stn,  Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 


IS  YOUR  ENTRY  CORRECT? 

Keeping  the  Community  Page  up-to-date  depends 
on  you.  If  the  information  presented  here  about 
groups  in  your  area  is  not  accurate,  please  let  us 
know.  Send  corrections,  changes  and  new  listings 
to:  The  Body  Politic  Community  Page,  P  O  Box 
7289,  Stn  A.  Toronto,  ON M5W  1X9. 

The  Body  Politic  is  looking  for  articles  about  gay 
groups  across  Canada  to  run  each  month  on  its 
Community  Page.  If  you  'd  like  to  tell  people  all 
across  North  America  about  your  group,  send  us  a 
story  about  it  (maximum  length,  1000  words)  along 
with  some  photos. 


break-even  point  the  extra  funds  will  be 
used  to  expand  our  services." 

Metro  Toronto  residents  interested  in 
receiving  this  monthly  mailing  service 
may  contact  FYI  at  Box  2212,  Station  P, 
Toronto  M5S  2T2,  or  call  869-3036. 

"Building  a  mailing  list  is  now  our 
major  priority,"  reflects  Holt.  "The 
response  has  been  steady  but  it's  taking 
longer  to  arrive  at  our  minimum  goal 
than  anticipated."  That  goal  has  been 
set  at  2,000,  or  roughly  one  per  cent  of 
Metro's  estimated  gay  population.  Holt 
feels  "at  the  present  response  rate  we 
should  be  able  to  have  our  first  mailing 
take  place  by  the  end  of  October." 

"We  are  a  non-profit  group,"  Holt 
emphasized,  "and  our  needs  are  many. 
Any  contributions  of  volunteer  time  or 
donations  to  help  get  us  started  will  be 
put  to  immediate  use.  When  we  have 
achieved  our  first  mailing,  the  Toronto 
gay  community  can  be  very  proud  to 
have  fostered  the  first  gay  community 
service  of  its  kind  in  North 
America.  "□ 
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DRAGS 
TO  RICHES 

A  MASQUERADE  BALL 
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Fridoy,  October  01st,  1960 

7:00  p.m.  to  1:00am. 
Hotel  Toronto  145  Richmond  St.  W  Toronto  Toronto  Do II room 

Best  Female  Impersonator  Bar  Opens  7:00p.m. 

1st  Pri^e    $400  and  a  Trophy  Dinner  0:00o.m. 

2nd  Pri^e  ■  $200  and  a  Trophy  (Breast  of  Chickpn  Madagascar) 

3rd  Pri^e  •   $100  and  a  Trophy  The  Greot  Imposters  Show 

n      m      i     r  t-nn     Live  Dance  Band 

Besr  Novelty  Costume  •  $100     D|SCO  ^^  MusJC 

Door  Prices    Cosrume  Judging      Admission  Fee    $30 


Ticket  Agency:  EC  S  240  Eglinton  Avenue  East.  Suite  301 ,  Toronto,  Ontario  Tel:  (416)  489-0247 

■ 


□rahfOURS 


Open  seven  days  a  week 

Monday  through  Saturday 
Noon  to  1  a.m. 

Sunday 

Brunch,  Noon  to  4  p.m. 

Dinner,  5  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 


562  Church  Street 

Toronto 

924-1972 

,  under  LLBO 
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by  Michael  Riordon 


Getting  royally  fucked  by  a  perfect  sissy 


I  hadn't  done  it,  not  really,  for  almost 
four  years.  You've  seen  those  movies 
where  people  rush  out  onto  the  Kansas 
plains  in  overalls  and  aprons  after 
months  of  killing  drought  to  cry  and 
laugh  into  the  first  rain  splashing  their 
faces?  It  was  a  little  like  that.  And  it 
had  to  be  a  perfect  sissy,  no  one  else 
could  have  managed  it. 

I'm  no  easy  fuck,  let  me  tell  you. 
Anyone  who  wants  to  has  to  get  over, 
around  or  through  some  very  formida- 
ble barriers  before  he  even  reaches  the 
palace  gates,  much  less  gets  at  the  treas- 
ures within.  Less  than  a  handful  of 
people  have  ever  got  a  clear  enough 
view  of  the  treasures  within  to  consider 
the  challenge  worth  their  while.  Yet  it's 
not  for  lack  of  wanting  on  my  part. 

Let  me  tell  you  a  little  of  my  history. 
It  has  three  chapters:  growing  up,  get- 
ting out  and  now. 

Growing  up  was  fairly  grim.  I  learned 
that  love  was  conditional  on  good 
behaviour,  violence  was  the  alternative. 
Sex  was  something  obscure  and  distaste- 
ful that  men  did  to  women,  and  women 
put  up  with.  It  was  our  duty  to  keep 
the  world  from  being  overrun  by  inap- 
propriate people,  generally  off-white, 
who  everyone  knew  had  nothing  better 
to  do  than  to  breed  like  rabbits. 
Chapter  1  included  a  shocking  number 
of  friendships  and  possible  loves 
sabotaged  by  me  before  they  could 
become  too  —  too  anything,  I  never 
knew  what. 

Chapter  2  included  leaving  home,  get- 
ting into  and  out  of  electric  shock  ther- 
apy (the  practitioner  turned  out  to  be  a 
pervert  like  me,  though  I'm  sure  a  less 
satisfactory  one,  who  now  deals  with 
safer  and  more  lucrative  things  like  fear 
of  heights,  spiders  and  domestic  wines.) 
He  tried  to  teach  me  to  hate  men,  their 
cocks  and  all  the  rest.  Not  to  make  me 
heterosexual,  you  understand,  simply  to 
kill  the  perverse  desire  for  males.  He 
called  it  adjusting  to  society. 

Gay  liberation  threw  a  bit  of  a  wrench 
into  this  calm  destruction.  Here  we  were 
suddenly  taking  on  the  whole  world, 
ignoring  its  ugly,  stupid  commands 
about  men  being  men  and  women  being 
pretty,  forging  from  moment  to  mo- 
ment our  own  laws  of  loving  and  play- 
ing and  growing.  Suddenly  I  found  my- 
self fighting  for  freedoms  I'd  never 
tasted.  At  the  same  time  that  I  was 
shouting  from  the  rooftops  what  we  do 
in  bed,  I  was  actually  doing  far  less  of  it 
than  the  average  outraged  listener  must 
have  thought. 

I  suffer  badly  from  being  remote  — 
oh  no,  several  people  will  protest, 
you're  not  the  least  bit  remote,  on  the 
contrary  you're  very  easy  to  meet  once 
we  get  past  the  answering  service.  Then 
let's  say  I'm  impenetrable.  That  is, 
indiscriminately  nice  to  almost  every- 
one, open  as  a  harbour  to  casual  chat  or 
a  good  argument  but  beyond  thai,  in 
the  murky  realm  of  Real  Feelings,  ab- 
solutely, relentlessly  terrified  of  being 
fucked. 

There  arc  two  ways  of  fucking,  of  be- 
ing fucked.  (Surely  there  arc  more.)  One 
is  coyly  describd  thus  in  an  article  in 
Drummer,  "America's  Mag  for  the 
Macho  Male": 

"With  one  quick  forceful  jerk  I  shoved  my 


cock  into  the  stud's  shit  chute.  Buck  bolted, 
his  ass  slid  off  the  end  of  my  cock.  'What 
the  fuck  you  think  you're  doing,  you  dirty 
motherfucker!'  I  bellowed  at  him.  I  drove 
my  fist  into  his  back.  Again  and  again  I 
slapped  the  dude's  milky  white,  hairy  ass,  till 
it  glowed  as  red  as  the  spotlight  overhead. 
My  cock  plowed  its  full  length  into  the  stud's 
tight  hole.  Buck  writhed  in  pain,  trying  to 
get  off  my  cock.  'Oh  shee-it,'  he  moaned, 
'Fuck,  you're  killing  me.'  'Shut  the  fuck  up, 
boy  —  you're  just  making  it  harder  on 
yourself.'  Listening  to  this  he-man  stud 
grunting  like  a  pig  on  the  end  of  my  dick 
made  me  even  more  determined  to  fuck  Hell 
out  of  him.  I  pounded  into  him  like  a 
jackhammer." 

And  so  on  —  I  won't  spoil  the  end- 
ing. Is  it  any  wonder  I'm  terrified?  Lest 
anyone  think  I'm  pooh-poohing  this 
kind  of  adventure,  I  confess  to  getting  a 
ghost  of  a  hard-on  as  I  reread  it;  don't 
know  in  which  role  I  see  myself,  prob- 
ably both,  would  much  prefer  to  see 
myself  in  neither,  neither  a  stuck  pig  nor 
a  jackhammer.  There  doesn't  seem 
much  of  a  future  in  either. 

There's  something  uncomfortably 
close  to  Real  Life  in  the  above  drooly 
fantasy.  It's  being  done  to  us  all  the 
time  by  military  and  religious  fanatics, 
by  thugs,  market  analysts,  parents  and 
other  official  guardians;  people  with 
power  of  one  sort  or  another  can't  resist 
using  it  to  make  openings  in  other 
people  through  which  they  get  into  us, 
have  their  way  with  us  and  wreak  havoc 
in  there.  It  doesn't  seem  right  somehow 
that  we  should  do  the  same  to  each 
other. 

You  may  well  argue  that  Sex  is  prop- 
erly separate  from  Real  Life,  a  good 
way  of  venting  things,  boys  will  be 


boys,  etc.  Perhaps  so,  but  can  you  see 
the  dilemma  it  causes  someone  who 
wants  to  be  neither  stuck  pig  nor  jack- 
hammer? 

Fucking  with  someone,  as  opposed  to 
fucking  someone  or  being  fucked  by 
someone,  seems  to  me  a  true  test  of  mu- 
tual consent.  If  the  person  entering  is 
not  also  entered,  then  not  enough  has 
happened.  Consenting  people  aren't 
just  ones  who  agree  to  things,  but  ones 
who  have  real  choices,  and  who  know 
it.  I've  had  sex  with  people  when  I 
didn't  want  to;  I  wasn't  raped,  but 
neither  was  I  a  consenting  adult. 

I'm  not  pleading  for  sex  to  be  all 
glances,  vapours  and  sighs.  Though  I 
still  tend  to  apologize  for  sweating  on 
people,  I'm  learning  that  tidal  sex,  now 
taut  and  muscular,  now  sweet  and  silly, 
works  best  for  me.  Brutish  sex  is  tyran- 
nical, and  the  last  thing  we  need  is  more 
tyranny. 

You're  probably  wondering  when  we 
get  to  the  good  stuff.  All  in  good  time. 
It  took  me  long  enough,  it  won't  hurt 
you  to  wait  a  little,  too. 

Tired  of  my  constant  complaints,  a 
dear  friend  Finally  decided  to  get  me  a 
dildo  to  practice  with.  $22.00  for  a  de- 
cent model,  nothing  more  than  a  piece 
of  molded  rubber  from  Taiwan.  (Are 
these  things  modelled  after  someone, 
and  does  he  get  royalties?)  But  neither 
of  us  had  the  financial  resources  for  me 
to  feel  comfortable  about  sitting  for 
very  long  on  $22.00.  Various  vegetables 
were  recommended  but  that  seems  to 
me  criminal  when  three  quarters  of  the 
world  don't  even  get  to  eat  them.  No 
progress. 
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Another  friend  suggested  fingers, 
mine  to  begin  with.  I  played  one  whole 
evening  and  it  was  lush,  swoony  fun;  I 
rolled  about  demented  on  the  floor  until 
I  banged  my  head  against  a  rocking 
chair  and  got  a  little  scar.  Still,  it  was 
clearly  progress. 

Then  I  met  C.  This  man  is  not  a  Blue- 
boy  fantasy.  Though  a  number  of 
people  of  impeccable  taste  claim  to  lust 
after  him,  he's  no  hunk.  He  was  out  in 
high  school  before  that  was  fashionable 
—  will  it  ever  be?  —  and  got  called  sissy 
a  lot.  He's  never  lifted  a  weight  he 
didn't  have  to.  (I'm  keen  on  men  who 
look  as  if  they  belong  in  their  bodies, 
and  as  if  their  bodies  belong  to  them. 
Near  where  I  live  a  new  store  is  opening: 
The  Muscle  Shop.  I  see  it  filled  with 
racks  and  trays  of  pecs,  with  and  with- 
out hair  and  a  variety  of  nipples,  wash- 
board abdominals,  .  '^s  of  slightly  dam- 
aged biceps  and  so  on.  Opening  special: 
free  tool  kit  with  every  purchase  over 
$22.00....)  C  is  graceful  in  his  own  way. 
His  best  (men)  friends  he  calls  Sis. 
Walking  on  the  street  one  night  we  col- 
lected almost  a  dozen  insults.  On  a  con- 
tinent bulging  with  men  all  apparently 
trying  to  look  like  the  Michelin  Man,  C 
is  a  wonderfully  visible  minority.  And 
he's  a  yummy  swampy  kisser. 

On  our  third  encounter,  C  said  he 
wanted  to  fuck  me.  Oh  god,  this  is  it 
then,  I  thought.  Not  my  skinny  fingers 
this  time  but  his  actual  cock,  as  large  as 
life.  (I'm  sort  of  an  inverse  size-queen, 
the  bigger  it  is  the  less  enthusiastic  I'm 
likely  to  be.  His  is  larger  than  average.) 
But  "Yes"  I  breathed,  lay  under  his 
hands  and  hoped  for  the  best. 

Well.  He  certainly  knew  his  way 
around.  He  could  have  been  Imperial 
Oil  the  way  he  rummaged  among  the 
treasures  therein.  I  was  astonished:  it 
didn't  hurt  after  the  initial  bloop  except 
for  a  few  bumpings  very  deep.  I  didn't 
hear  bells  and  see  stars  but  I  was  well 
pleased,  felt  warm  and  moved,  didn't 
want  him  to  pull  out.  It's  very  difficult 
for  me  to  see  what  I  was  doing  as  pas- 
sive in  any  way.  C  said:  "Some  of  the 
squeezes  you  gave  me  nearly  made  me 
pop.  You  have  a  very  articulate 
asshole."  Tee-hee,  this  old  thing?  Some 
of  those  cunning  deep  muscle  exercises  I 
do  to  soothe  my  writer's  back  are  finally 
paying  off. 

Interesting,  though,  when  he  said  the 
next  morning  that  he'd  like  "to  roll  me 
over  and  poke  me  again,"  I  balked, 
subtly  and  mysteriously.  First,  I  didn't 
trust  my  newly  articulate  heavenly  gate 
to  have  got  its  second  wind,  as  it  were. 
Second,  it  was  twenty  minutes  before  he 
had  to  go  to  work  and  that  seemed  to 
me  entirely  too  casual. 

Most  important,  however:  while  1 
could  celebrate  being  fucked  once,  what 
did  it  mean  to  be  fucked  twice  in  SUCCes- 
sion,  what  did  it  say  about  mc?  Wasn't 
it  my  turn  at  bat,  so  to  speak?  (1  put  it 
down  to  democracy,  but  who  knows  — 
in  anj  democrac)  I'veobaerved,  the 

same  people  always  get  fucked.)  He 
consented  gracefully  and  1  promptly  lost 
mj  election  in  thinking  about  ho* 

much  better  a(  it  he'd  been  than  1  was 
going  to  be' 

Oh  hell.  Oh  well.  Rome  wasn't  built 

in  a  day.D 
I 
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Hey  DollfaCe  by  Deborah  Hautzig. 

In  a  stuffy  private  school,  Val  Hoffman  and  Chloe 

Fox  turned  to  each  other.  While  cutting  classes, 

sleeping  over,  sharing  the  special  kinds  of 

secrets,  Val  begins  to  feel  that  they're  more  than 

just  friends. 

Paperback,  Canada  $1.75; 

US  $1.75.  Shipping  35c 

Indecent  Assault  by  Roger  Moody. 

Through  diary  excerpts  kept  over  a  two-year 
period,  Moody  explores  and  defends  pedophilia, 
examining  the  way  in  which  patriarchical  institu- 
tions —  especially  the  police  and  courts  —  deny 
reciprocal,  non-ageist  relationships  in  order  to 
perpetuate  their  own  power. 
Paperback,  Canada  $3.50; 
US  $2.95.  Shipping  35c 

Homosexuality  and  Liberation: 

Elements  of  a  Gay  Critique  by  Mario  Meili. 
The  most  comprehensive  representation  of  the 
standpoint  developed  by  the  Italian  radical  gay 
movement,  forming  an  important  contribution  to  a 
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Check  the  boxes  below  for  the  titles  you  would  like,  ana  enclose  a 
cheque  or  money  order  in  Canadian  funds  only  for  the  total  amount. 
Postage  is  included  in  the  prices  shown.  Cheques  should  be  made 
payable  to  Glad  Day  Books.  You  can  charge  your  purchase  by  pro- 
viding the  necessary  information  in  the  charge  box  below.  Mail  your 
order  to  Glad  Day,  4  Collier  Street,  Toronto,  ON  MAW  1L7.  Allow  four 
to  six  weeks  for  delivery. 
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specifically  gay  critique  of  society.  Working  within 

the  framework  of  Marx  and  Freud,  Meili  argues  that 

gay  liberation  is  crucial  to  the  liberation  of  Eros  in 

general. 

Paperback;  Canada  $11.95; 

US  $835.  Shipping  35c 

Paedomorphs  I 

by  Nigel  Downsbrough. 

An  engrossing  and  candid  story  of  the  love  be- 
tween two  boys  in  early  wartime  Japan.  Exciting, 
passionate,  restrained:  a  story  sensitively  told. 
Paperback,  Canada  $3.95; 
US  $3.95.  Shipping  35c 

Mercy  Drop  and  Other  Plays 

by  Robert  Patrick. 

From  Calamus  Books,  an  illustrated  anthology  of 
five  plays  from  one  Of  America 's  most  outra- 
geous writers.  Lavish  in  invention,  richly  comic, 
bountifully  diverting,  warm-hearted  and  jolly. 
Paperback,  Canada  $6.25; 
US  $5.00.  Shipping  35c 
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